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T O M Y ■ 

FELLOW SUBJECTS 

.AND ' 

FELLOW CITIZENS^ 



THESE fheets being written for your 
fervice, and the welftre of your chil- 
dren, there feems to be a propriety In offer- 
ing them to you. If you believe the fafts, 
you will adopt the feritinnients. The caufe 
of the poor is thc^ baufe of humanity ; but 
in the eye of religion, which alone can 
take a comprehenifive view of the ftate of 
man, the love of God, and the love of our 
country, unite themfelves as one objed:. 
This only can check the humai^'heart^ e;jc- 
pofe its deceitfiilnefs and iniquity, or by the 
conjifiency of our condudl give proof of our 
lincerity. 

Thus we (hall avoid that iatiety or dif- 

guft, which a knov^leclge of the world is 

apt to create ; and in fpite of all prov.o- 

"• " A cations 
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cations from without, or malevolency within 
us, we may cherifh a habit of tendernefs for 
the youngy afFedtion for the middle aged, re- 
verence for the oldf and compaflion for all 
the fans of men : that whatever external 
diftinftions providence jQiall have appointed, 
no human Being that bears the image of 
his maker, may pafs unheeded by. 

This only can reftrain that rapacious un- 
quiet fpirit, which at certain periods of na- 
tional exiftence, and worldly fplendor, is fo 
apt to make inroads on the human bread, 
and ravage the heart of public and private 
love. If each is tempted to injure another, 
to gratify his avarice, his ambition, or any 
unwarrantable appetency, in the iflue every 
one muft be undone. 

It Would be repugnant to candor to fup- 
pofe that the moft humane people fhould 
becpffle carelefs to each others happinefs ; 
or the moft wealthy, rapacious ; if we did 
not fee that as riches creates i>ower, power 
makes us impatient of control ; and both 
unite to inflame the paflions. Thus a habit 
of indulgence banifhes thofe humbler and 
feverer thoughts, which curb our natural 
propenfity to evil 5 fo that the very princi- 
ple 



plc that* exalts a nation in worldly glory, 
by th» slbufe of the kindnefs of heaven, 
frepirtes the way for its deftmaion. 
^ ' As a free nation, 'public love is as cfTential 
t<D'durconftitiitibh, as eharlty to the chriftian 
religion : neither cafn be properly fupported 
without the other. Aft d with fach advan- 
tages as we enjoy, it might be expedted we 
fliould a^ft, the parts pf patriots, philofo- 
phers and divines, as Well as hoftaodmen, 
methariics*'dnd merchittts. Nor are we 
tlnipt to thinfc highly of ourfclvfes^— But 
^^ rurfi dut of our fpherc : we forget what 
it'istb bb-gfeaf in lower ftations. We 
throw virti!i6 out of the fcale, fo that our 
n^turd defers kick up' the balfciitcfe. 

Wh^t are all prefumptuous decifions, as 
if government wdre itibfervient to every 
ratin'B humor and private intefeft ? How 
feldom do we hear generous and Candid 
<}i0nftruaion« of the coridud of fuperiors, 
where words or aftions will admit of fa- 
¥prable interpretations ! Nor do we often find 
it^hbarty and zealous concurrence in meafiires, 
where the ftrongeft marks appear of a fin- 
<ere intention to prefcrvc the people. 
• -■•«■• ' ■ "' ' 

A 2 You 
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You are, in effcft, the guardians of your 
own lives ; the protedtors of your own laws ; 
the prefervers of your own religion and 
liberty. It is confefTed that if you are to 
be undone^ it muft be by yourfclves. But 
this fupcriority over almoft every other 
people upon the earth, oftep betrays you 
into fuch cjfcefles^ a^ endanger the very be- 
^ ing of the. objeft you profefs to hold in 
the higheft veneration. 

We proftratQ ourfelves at the ihrine of 
laiberiy : we pretend to dedicate our lives 
to her fervicc, and declare our wiUingnefs 
to die. for her. Weacknowledge that our 
laws are the bulwarks pf our freedom; but in 
the fanie breath we exprefs an impatience, 
and exercife the utmofi: ingenuity, either 
to trample upon the letter, or evade the 
fpirit and intention of laws without re- 
ftraint. 

Laws are the inftruments whereby the 
fabric of government is kept in repair, that 
under the fhelter of it we may live in 
plenty, peace, and freedom i defended againfl 
the rigorous blafl:^ of times and feafons. 
But in proportion, as we ceafe to feel a 
religious awe for it, we fhall certainly 

become 
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become indifferent whether it ftands or 
iaUs, not confidering that we (hall be bu- 
ried in its ruiny. If by long familiarity it 
graves cheap to the higher daffes of the 
people, the tranfition in the efteem of the 
vulgar, is too eaiy to imagine^ as our hif- 
toryNabundantly teftifies. Tbo* we (hould 
prove that we have more fenfe and lefs hy« 
-pbcrify than fome of our forefathers, in 
proportion as we are defective ia moral 
^redlitudei our underftandings wiU be dark- 
ened, and we ihalt 4>ecome dupes to 
iDur blindnefs and credulity .—Let us try 
Jto'be: vitftuous in order to be fafe and 
happy. ' ,. . 

In p»p6rtion as injurious praftices pre- 
vail, tbo' within the letter of the law, and 
we impofe the hardeft, inftead of the eafieft 
terms of happinefs to each other, .our very 
liberty will become the inftrument of mu- 
tual oppreffion.^ It is one great inftance of 
/our defcdiion from virtue, and even from 
humanity,, that our fellow fubjefts, the in- 
£sint! poor of thefe cities, have periftied in 
numbers fufficient to have made up a po- 
tent army and a formidable tiavy* 

The 
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The love of our country is an unmeaning 
phrafc, or it is the love of each other \ . that 
miitual aflfcijtion on which wc depend for 
tth* exiftenoe of our laws, religion and li- 
berty, which are fdw^ys fpringing with 
vern^ beauty from this prphfic root. It 
is that joyful benignity, and fteady hope of 
in>mortality, which I^s made many 2L.heatben 
4ie with pleafure. Among chrifHamxt is 
fbarityy. &nd a refplutipn to obey the will 
of the gre»t friend and parent of mankind, 
with that aiRirance in bis promifes, which 
readers life and death equally glorious. 

.We muft grant that there is no exprefs 
mention, in fo many words, of the love of 
our country in any page of the New Tcfta- 
inent ; but what of this, if the whole is a 
ferics of fads and inftrudlions, of fuch ex-- 
alted philanthropy a$ even eclipfes the 
luftre of the pureft and nioft difinterefted 
patriotifm ? There is a tremendous fadt 
related, namely, th^-t no lefs a pcxfon than 
the Son of God voluntarily bled, and 
4ied an ignominious death upon the crof^ 
for his country and mankind ; not only to 
render them happy here, but for ever ! And 
as far as mortal men can imitate him, his 
4 fol. 
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followers throughout all generations are 
commanded ta adopt his example, in prin*^ 
ciple aiui pra&ice, wherever the providencfc 
of God ihall lead them. Therefore thfe 
thinkings lettered part of mankind, proftf^ 
Jing cbrijiianityi muft be ^trioU^ if they are 
not fools nor knaves. And even the illite^ 
rate who are fiaccre in heart, and informed 
of this iingJe faft, will at once. (hew. their 
obedience to the laws oi Chrift, and the 
law of their country ; and promote eath 
others happinefs by honeft induftry and mu- 
tual affection. What then remains, but that 
legiilators ihould contrive the beil means 
for our prefcryation ? 

When we fix our thoughts intenfely 
on one objeft only, we are apt to feck for 
reafons, in fupport of our opinion, rather 
than learn how to regulate our opinion by 
the ilandard of truth. I now write with cau- 
tion, but I cannot refift the numerous tvv- 
dences before me, that we and bur fore* 
fathers have been negligent to a degree that 
injures our national character, and t&r«* 
nifhes the luftre of Britiih philanthropy. 
I hope we are in a fair way of reco*- 
very; but where life has been 'fo wan- 
tonly 
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tDrtiy fportcd away^ no trufl: can with coti^: . 
fiftency be repofed in any ihing lefs than : 
fttch an a£i of the legiflature^ with fuch 
power of fupervifing> as fhali: purify this:.: 
ilream of inhumanity and cormption. 

If we fhew a hearty concurrence in fiich ■ 
meafures as experience and huoMnity dic- 
tate, and the authority ot' the legiilature 
may require, to purge off this morbific hu^ 
mor, which has fo long preyed on our vi-- 
tals ; we (hall exercife the duty of parifli- 
ioners ; in(pedk our parilh accoun^ts j fol- 
low every child of the poor; and judge if 
juftice be done. The laws are open for 
mercy and juftice to infants, as to other 
fubjedts : and if we plead their csrufe, juftice 
will be done. 

I do not mean to amufe you with wordSf 
but to inform you oi faBsj fupported by 
arithmetical demonftration. I hope you 
will not amufe your/elves with expeftations 
or promifes which clafh with experience 
arid demonftration. If you exert your na- 
tive generofity, fb far from conniving at the 
deftru<aion of your fellow citizens, becaufe 
they are poor, and in the helpkfs ftatc 
which the God of nature firft places all' the ' 

children 
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<biUf 60 pi !»•»» y«>«i wiU lof tb»t very r«ai9i» 

I tm ftoiy^le w« «^g¥( to be guanied* 
t^Mll Mir sed vMf not pf^ompt tis to abro^ 
gflU* »ifjr part of t1^ p%rocbiaI» Qir any other 
law, which experience hath proved to bf 
«f ;«^> It W die 4^M/i J^ the Uw, in the 
f^ecutlve Jsort, c»tw4«<i even to life, of 
wlMch we c^Q^ifi* It i9 the rights of 
leUow^&jp^9> whic^ we mean to pre^ 
ier?e ; ^th« facred rights of beipg cherifbed 
ia ia£u^yi wd j^ftmtti^ to breath th« 
jwatainted loommoa air j not uncondemned tg 
W fliait up» a» in the aoxfous vapours of t 
a d^ftgi^QHpi^ poifoned with improper aliment^ 
or ftarved for waot^ 

Whore it (haU appear, that the pure and 
fimple (Mtbodis latCed >9 cofjamoa life^ arc 
either not attempted^ or no}: performed witb 
prdinary gbilitjr^ fnimU^ to the importances 
of the objeft, we n^uft either corre^ or 
inftrwftf or i&v«4ve ouriclve^ in the guilt 
of the mpft pernicious negligence. There 
i$ AO man of the kail obiervation who does 
apt know» that we have, for time inunemo** 
rial, confidered farijb ir^ants^ in theie cities, 
as a forlorn hpi^ at the very moment that 

a the 



[ vi ] 

The love of our country is an unmeaning 
phrafc, or it is the love of each other ; • that 
mutual affcijtion on which wc depend for 
:th* exiftenoe. of our laws, religion and li- 
berty, which are fdw^ys fpringing with 
v^rn^ beauty from this prpliiic root. It 
is that joyful benignity, and fteady hope of 
in>mortality, which lias made many 2L.heatben 
4ie with pleafure. Aniong cbri/Ham it is 
fbarityy, &nd a refolutipn to obey the will 
of the great friend and parent of mankind, 
with that aiRirance in bis promifes, which 
readers life aad death equally glorious. 
. We muft grant that there is no exprefs 
mention, in fo many words, of the Jove of 
cur country In any page of the New Tcfta- 
inent ; but what of this, if the whole is a 
ieries of fails and inftrudlions, of fuch ex- 
alted philanthropy as even eclipfes the 
luftre of the pureft and nioft difinterefted 
patriotifm ? There is a tremendous fadt 
related, namely, that no lefs a pcxfon than 
the Son of God voluntarily bled, and 
died an ignominious death upon the crofs 
for his country and mankind i not only to 
render them happy here, but for ever { And 
as far as mortal men can imitate him, his 
4 fol- 
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followei^ throughout all generations arc 
commanded to adopt his example, in prin*^ 
ciple and pra&ice^ wherever the providence 
of God fliall lead them. Therefore thfc 
thinkingy lettored part of mankind, profef- 
Jing cbriJiioHityi muft be Patriots^ if they arc 
not fools nor knaves. And even the illite*^ 
rate who are iincere in heart, and informed 
of this fmgle faft, will at once (hew. their 
obedience to the laws of Chrift, and the 
law of their country ; and promote each 
others happinefs by honeft induftry and mu- 
tual affection. What then remains, but that 
legillatprs fliould contrive the beft means 
for our preferyation ? 

When we fix our thoughts intenfely 
on one objeft only, we are apt to feek for 
reafons, in fupport of our opinion, rather 
than learn how to regulate our ppinion by 
the ftandard of truth. I now write with cau- 
tion, but I cannot refift the numerous Evi- 
dences before me, that we and bur fore- 
fathers have been negligent to a degree that 
injures our national character, and tar* 
nifhes the luftre of Britiih philanthropy. 
I hope we are in a fair way of reco^ 
very; but where life has been 'fo wan- 
tonly 
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toniy fportcd away, no truft can with cod*^ 
£ftency be repofed in any .thing lefs than 
fttch an a£i of the legiflature, with fuch 
power of fupervifing> as fhali purify this 
ilream of inhumanity and corruption. 

If we fhew a hearty concurrence in fuch 
meafures as experience and hun^anity dic- 
tate, and the authority of the legiilature 
may require, to purge off this morbific hu-* 
mor, which has fo long preyed on our vi- 
tals ; we (hall exercife the duty of parifli- 
ioners ; in(pedk our parilh accoun^ts j fol- 
low every child of the poor; and judge if 
juftice be done. The laws are open for 
mercy and juftice to infants, as to other 
fubjedts : and if we plead their caufe, juftice 
will be done. 

I do not mean to amufe you with nvords^ 
but to inform you oi faSts, fupported by 
arithmetical demonftration. I hope you 
will not amufe your/elves with expeftations 
or promifes which clafh with experience 
arid demonftration. If you exert your na- 
tive generofity, fo far from conniving at the 
deflrudlion of your fellow citizens, becaufe 
they are poor, and in the helpkfs ftatc 
which the God of nature firft places all' the 

children 
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€bU4«6|) pt aA»»# yon wiU foff tbit very reaiga 

I tm lilfUy^le wt 0ug¥<; tQ be guarded^ 
4miI Mir ««d m^ not pivmpt Ms tQ abro^ 
gflitti unry pwt of the p^rwbial, w^ny other 
law, which eXpi^rieilce hath p{irc>vod to bf 
9i\tt0* It W «he 4^1^ ^ the kWr in the 
eXQCatlve |9tart, extended even to life, of 
wjboch we (»)n»^in« It 19 th^ rights of 
leUow-*-Aibje^9> which: we mean to pre^ 
ferve ; .the facred rights pf beiog cheriihed 
14 ia£^cyi wd pfriiiittsd to breath the 
witainted common air j not unc(mdemned t9 
W fliait up» a» in the aoxfous vapours of i 
a d^ftgecte^^ poifoned with improper aliment^ 
or ftarved lor want^ 

Whore it (haU appear, that the pure and 
fimple (aethods vifed >9 commoa life^ are 
either not attempted, or not performed with 
prdinary labiUty, i\j^t9^\>^^ to the importaaee 
of the objeft, we n^uft either correal or 
inftrwftf or invd^ ourfdve^ in the guilt 
of the toQ^ik pernicious negligence. There 
i$ nib man of the kail obiervation who does 
apt know» that we have» for time immenio«* 
rial, confidered parijb infants^ in theie cities, 
M a forlorn kopi^ at the very moment that 

a the 



the laws have made i mofe effcdual provi- 
fion for them, thift for any ckfs of fub* 
jc(fls who depend on the indufffy of pa- 
rents fbr a fiipport : yet mortality has long^ 
raged amongft them vfiih d kitad of pefti- 
lehtial virulence. 

Cohfidering the impof tinde of ihefo cities 
to the whole nation, and that the fault is 
in the adminiftration of th6 office, it may 
be at length hoped that every officer of the 
ieaft Candor, will heartily concur in the en- 
acting any law which fhall promife' to fu- 
ture generations fucb a fecurity of the 
lives of the children of the poor, as he 
might defire for his owil life, or for Hit 
lives of his own children. By the great 
law of retaliatidh it' is life for life : and 
heaven has guarded the lives of men, in fo 
awful a manner, thai the very thought of 
an injury to them is the tnofl abhorrent to 
nature. • ' -• 

• If any officer finds hirhfelf already in a 
right method, fuch as he ician h'oneftly re- 
comniend, and the power is left in his 
hands to purfue it, would he with' for any 
thing better than to fee fuch method fe- 
cured by a law, tha:t he' may do as much 
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g>opd «5 bc/ffileafcs* whilft he is. reftraiaed 
ftq^'dbi|^i^ If thefc Mntlemen are 

left']9(U^ .do not c^iufe 

ai» .oot |^9ffJ{^^^Ptl7 fi^^ ^o perforn\ thp 
ta(kV liich relief may then, be given ^dheqi 
'^$\^xp^ri^^ vf^v^ni^^^ bf ef&(^ujil: find 
..they oughA tp look up to Heaven» an4 tp 
the benignjfiy of : thf legiflators, for fuQti an 
indulgence, to them, ^^^ would cpnfpun^d th^ 
|ea,ft fpercif^l o(iicef.,that ever prepar^ a 
grave Jbr i.pfant&. .. 5 . *, 

Every diftrcfled perfon claims our com- 
miferatiori; but.if ^a child^ parentlefs, friend- 
leifsy or in th,e.laft refprf for fujppprt, ;finds 
jbnly a coldjand comfortlefs reception, prcr 
paratory to an early grave, the whole man 
is called forth to fuccor the qffliSled innocent : 
and that which would rpufe the moft inert 
and thoughtlefji niind, in a fimiliar cafe with 
relpeifl tgr adults, oyght equally "to affect 
thofe who have any feelings with regard to 
the lives of infahts^^^ 

Let; tljen the Orphan,^ Hofpital b?^ an 
qfylum injhe lajl refort : agreeable . Ib'the 
true principle qf its priginal foundation, 
I call the Fqundling Hpfpital by this name. 
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l^t it have powers tp do that which It has 
peytc yet been ^tt&edt or <j^abkd| to pit'^ 
form, tho' it has given Aiph ample proc^ of 
its ability to preferve life tgre«abl« to the 
fads related in thts following (heets, { 

Thus we (hall difcpv^ tb^ means of de^ 
§eRdibg 0ur (^hoicen; riches* thjut neither as 
a &ie, ft commetciaU i^. fi^tiiry people^ 
br-ai-it nation fA^e^l^- thi» ^ ;^ C/6r^» 
««Ve may, aA a paif inc(Jnfiftcfit> in any one 
of thefe yjcvvs, widi refpfeft to the obje^s' 
in/queftioii. We ^y ant integrity y but wc' 
haff a vaft ixi^ Jbi ^od feiife^ good humor 
jmid compeffion : and may Heaven grapt us 
fikrifV ift j)topdrlioTi a& we Iciid iuccor afld 
a(!iftam:e lo ^e (MreiTcd, • Md (odevor to 
^ot)iote the caufe of humamty and puUic 
love. .. ','[ ' i,^ ■■ ■ 

1 am,; ;;?''*'*"" 

your rery fiiic«rcv and 
affc4ti9iute fervantt 
-Dfir. 1766, J.Hanwav, 
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T Hav*,it^4ja^^ ^t*n fevcral tnwSs 

JLiUpon dwJ luWca of the iii^tit po6r;' buiitf 
none nave gone To aecj) iiitothc'gencfai fifgu- 
^ifc^^dt}'ftfl(t^yf fSbSte a^ m tte fblbwing/llieecii 
I l^grrfiei^^edijfi^^ nocmly^the btdcondttiofi 
pf\'iske>infanDpariflr'pafNrxMp tbefe ckics^ andtb^ 
«««ie&. of «^ biH' <lf^ die iseltknoim abiliQr of 
tlitt^Jjorpital, poi^tnoqlf cailed the Foundling 
(ipfpitaU to afford them relief, in a ofianner the 
moft unexception;ible : and 1 have aeeofdihgly 
gtveh a candid, 110^ partial accouni: of this Ho^ 
pkal. ■• . "*' •■ ■ 

i Ihave likefnie confidercd the general ftatc^pf 
the morisility herr, fuice ^e origin of regifisfp^ 
ae4'tfae mppaccot caufes of the great diminu^ 
tion by more deaths than birtfis/ * * * 

Although the ctjftoms of great cities militate 
^gainft population ; if the commgtf) people wenc 
tinder better difcipline and regulations, they 
wouldlcflcrcafe^.l^yell as enjpy.greater plenty. 

I have alfo confidered the decrpafe of msLT- 
riag^^: jpmlcidsri5^:a»^ the higher and middk 
clafles \ and the encreafe of expenfivc living, 
wkieb 'dt)6dkic$[fo apparently agaiii%;it. ^ Xfel^- 
boring part of our fellow fubjcfts will be in- 
timidated from marriage, ia proportion as the 
price of the neccflaries of lifp cr>creafct or con- 
y, tiijue 



tinuc high. Anc| in p^o^rtion as examples of 
diilblucenfifs, and the nc^le^ Q£.(he.^ducatipn pf 
tie laboring part of Uie peppjc prevails, "tt^eir 
children will be traiilecf up "In ferocity, and fear 
nothing but tHc gallows. If , they are not proper- 
ly acquainted with the precepts of their religion, 
to regulate and control anymiftaken notions of 
liberty which they may entertain, and habituat;e 
their minds to obedience, what can be expefted 
but anarchy and confufign ? . 
, But however incredible it may be, to thole who 
jive out of the jeach of the cries of human mi- 
fery, the mortality of the infant parifti poor is gf 
all others the moft amazing conGderation. The 
preiervation of fuch poor is as pradicable as the 
breeding up any other human Being from the 
birth to manhood. But from ignorance of their 
value, and a habit of infi^nffbility, the evil has 
long travelled on in this dreary road of d^* 
ftrudion. 

The malady encreafing with this ripening ftagei 
of corruption, fuch infants have, been left, for 
time immemorial, to perifli. Tb is. hath be^n fo 
oppofitc to our national charade^ and. humanity, 
that we may flatter ourfelves, th^ golden age will 
be again reftoi-ed to thefe infaqts, rather than 
despair of preferving them, whilft we are allured 
that they are under the iame providence as the 
fell of mankind. 

It was in this view I intercfted myfelf, and 
made' obferyations on the regijiers oi thefe poor. 
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as app6iritcd.by an aft of the fcflions of iy6i^ in 
a qiiaito pamphlel^ eniicled^ Jn Earmfi j^ptd for 
Mtrcjfy -iSc. pubfiCbed laft ipring. This brought 
bii a kind of defence from the advocates of one 
^ifli, for it hai^pens to be but one; which 
priovid^ntially led ibe into a more open field, in« 
fomuch that a eohfiderabje part of thcfe letters 
hive appeared in a publid paper. 

Nc*s-paper' reading is the mod familiar to 
communicate the ideas of things ; but being only 
•for the dan^ fomething more permanent is necef* 
fary on all fubjeds of moment.— I Ihould have left 
my labor- iitipMeia, and not done jqfticc to' my 
fubjedt,. if I had not collefted my letters into a 
book. I had indeed no thdught of makiiig it 
ihto two volumes, but that the objeft chiefly. corti- 
prifed in xht firfi^ is brought before the parlia- 
Aient fome time before I. could begin to print the 
fect^nd. By this method it becomes the more 
portable, which may render it the more acceptajble. 
The volumes bfeing fmall, may at any time be 
bdund together. 

I hare made a new arrangement, digeftedibmc 
.pf the letters, abridged others, and correfted the 
whole, with fiich additions as appeared to be 
wanting to render it as: complete as my leifurc, 
health and ability could poflibly permit.— I hiavc 
cintered into the confideration of this interefting 
fubjedt not only as to the methods of preferving the 
lives of children, but alfo by what familiar means 
attention may be ftiewn to their education. 

5. The 



The futyeft and the omes mtarany led IM to 
neafiyn oil marm^ popKilation, the food aod £x- 

'^' pence of th^ laboring part of our fellow ful^cfts, 
and the caufes which feem to operate agunft ua ; 
fapporting the whole by real numbers, or 4e- 
dudiiona made from realities, the analogy of which 
correfpohd very nearly. 

Whatever flattering hope* may be cntcrttnnted 
of the pariftics doirtg an^le juftklc to the children 
in queftion, it is hardly poffible in the nature of 
doings that parochial officers, who by their con- 
ffitution are changed annually, can chcriJh any 
parental regard for Ae infant children of the 
pnbfic, or aft the part of faAcrs, with any degree 
of zeal. And as to the mothers of theTe children, 
when living, they are not as in the country -, they 

"* arc often profligate, or loft in a multitude, lb that 
the officers, be tiiey ever fo well inclined, are un- 
der great difadvantages. If they neither hope to 

^ If^ff, nor fear to h/e any reputation, and at the 
fame time labor under real difficulties, their cir- 
cumftances, upon the whole, are totally different 
fmih thofe of the Governors of the Hofpital. 
•And therefore whatever akernative may be left to 
the parifhes, the common fenie of the cafe is to 
leave others to do wHatever they cannot perform 
lb well thcmfelves. If thofe who know it from 
" experience, and are confcious that they cannot 
prcferve their infant poor, will notwithftanding 
oppofe their being taken care of by any other, 
znifuccted ; — ^all I can fay is, the^' will anfwcr for 

it 



M ftmciffaerei, jtt ^ tftcaa ¥rfaile b olany the 
l^i^fik WM$. ^^^ IP^ il>™ ^^ wtekM 

. ^s to d^ gobd ittttfUBOte of parifh criScers, in 
bi^alf of ti«rpoor£E4fa»wHZ*^ there wifl be 

no want f»f oc^fiooft for the fuU czcrdie of dicit 
JbiWiaitttf ani paqiim&ti bf the various objeds 

1. liil^ts abdv6 dte fti|^at«d number^ pro^ 
poledto be iiwt t6 th^ HdpitdU Ofi a gc^ 
ii6hJ oc particuUt^ ^grMtnent^ for the wib^ie 
fMtnber <« a p^ oikly. 

2. ^oor wo0itn ^friio con&e to diem ti) li^^ 

3. WooMUi with diUdren at their breaft. 

4. Children of every denomination, eacdufive 
«f the number per antt. propofed; and alfa 
fiieh as ftiay exceed the age limited^ 

5. Wteteliednefs and penury in adults of many 
kindft and degtfieS4«^'->^There and other fuch 
lue the objed^ i^parifh rates. 

Upon whit pr»nc;ip!« then can the ol!!cef«^ 
who iee their own actoUhta, be repugnant to 
fighten their own burthen, doing honor to theili^ 
ietves, and ftrvice to the public } This is a eon^ 
fidsration above my reach«. They have a vail field 
hAini them to contempMte the graves of armies of 
in£uics I ttid hfori them^ to promote the means of 
iSut cpukAcy ^ defence^ the ftability and exift^f 
ance of their country ; or to dhecic the progrels of 
ail theie \ and perhaps by fu£Eering the child to die« 

b lay 



lay a foundation for profecutions for inucder^* 
Things cannot gaon as cheyhave done. . - 
. The placing the children of tzhe poor in a fitua- 
tion the moft promifing to prefcrveiifc, is anob- 
' jeft of fuch moment that nothing ought to inter- 
fere with it; and in what wdy it may be cffcfted, is 
inconteftibly clear« - That there is buisne refaurct^ 
I do not} undertake toideteraune ) biiit whaterer is 
accomplilhed, upon the fyftem of parochial lawa* 
feems to promife fairer w eft^bliflv a precedent 
over the kingdom, where-ever it may be wanted, 
and to diflFufe the good propofcd, th^p any means 
not agreeable to the lenity of Qurigpycrtfiment. 
That which quidrates beft withithij idea oi general 
police^ though it be a reqfjedy for-i^ local diftemper, 
may prove the moft f^utary meafpre. 

It is much to be wiftied that the indigent who 
are fupported by the public, at an advanced age, 
as well as infants, were ient. out of London. As 
the young will be more healthy, the old will 
have fewer opportunities, pnd fewer temptations 
to vice. They may be fed cheaper *, whilft fomc 
of them do uiefal offices, not bc;ing .too laborious; 
Many jare toQ far ^van(:ed to be ^^pable of ;in/ 
further labor \ but.odiers, it is a (hame to fee idle. 
As tbefe cities are fo pvcrgrown^ the country 
is the beft place for tht poor ^ not; to, be obliged to 
bring provifions for them from great diftanx:cs ; 
and by congregating, them properly, fuitable labor 
might be more eafily found, and the deconomy 
of houfes of induftry well prefcrved and more, 
agreeably conduced. 

As 
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t-'As to the aged who arc pall labor, however 
cheap the generality of mankind may hold the 
future happinjeis of a Being like themfclves^ thofc 
who thbk atid^feel like men and chriflians, will 
-confider a ^©^ old man or woman, who has 
worked and been ufefol, the fame as a rich one, 
who has only confumed the produce of labor, 
and in fuch an inftance treat them with a fuitable 
refpeft. It is Us much our duty to provide the 
means of their (pending the evening of life in 
a decent reMgioUs manner, as to furnifli them 
fubfiftence whflft they live. If our conduft is 
Ptot regulated by a fteady and invariable principle 
of virtue, 1 fear we fliall fail in the iffue i and if 
1/ is J wc give a (hocking proof of our fhort- 
fightednefs in every aft of negligence of this 
kind. 

Every nation does honor to itfelf, in propor- 
tion as it adds a dignity to human nature. And 
if there is a God, it muft be for fuch caufcs that 
he holds back his vengeance for that flood of 
iniquity which -we have let in upon ourfelves; 
As he has appointed us the inftrumcnts of his 
providence and mercy to each other, fo he hath 
afflired us that he will behold with an eye of 
mercy and complacency all his intelligent and 
accountable creatures who do their duty to each 
other, as the only proof they can give of doing it 
to him c!gre(abli to bis commands. 

b J C O N^ 
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befence of a Pnrifo ik regard to its Infant Potn . 

From P H I L o Pauperis* 
LET T E R L 

I Have read youf Earn^ Appal. That there are gooi 
mnd 1>ad 6f all ferts, muft be confefied ; but many 
pdrfons of the parifh in qiieftion, who have ferved ofRcej, 
arc men of property, and of great candor and hu*. 
ihafffty, and would fc6rn, as miich as Mr* Hanway, t(x. 
be wilfully gtiilty of fuch abufes to poor infants. 

lim very credibly informed, that St^ Clemertts pariflk 

had many children dropped in it within the time you 

mention 5 the truth of which the printer of the Daily 

Advertifer can affirni, as they Were all advenifed ift 

that paper. I have made fome enquiry conc?erning this 

matter, and find it Very true i and fliaH beg leave to men-^ 

tion two oi" three inftanqes relative to thefe foundlings^ 

which I was informed of by fome perfons of reputation, 

on my faid enquiry. One child was dropped (or at leaft 

found) at eleven o'clock at night, at the top of Strand*. 

lane; Humanity taught the officer to fend it to a parifh 

nurfe to be taken immediate care of; but the venereal 

difeafe was fo, rooted in the blood and bones of the 

child, and it Was fo fhockingly fcabbed from head ta 

foot, that it lived but a few days. 

Another child was dropped in fo artful a raannef, 
that it was not difcovered till the next day at noon by 
Its cries; this was alfo fent to the nurfe to be takea 
care of, 
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A third alfo was foon after droppedy^ and died, after 
being under the care of the nurfe al (hort time. 

All tliefe ehildren were adverti&d by the parifli 
ofEcers, and, by good luck^ on the information of a 
woman, for the fake of the reward, the mother of tht 
laft mentioned child was apprehended ; but, by the 
lenity of the worthy Magiftrate before whom (he wat 
taken, no punifliment was inflided, on promife of never 
Offending again. 

It is in thefe cafes the children fo frequently die^ b^ 
the mothers bafenefs, in withholding from them the 
breaft, and ading fuch a brutal inhuman part by them, 
as to drop them in the ftreet : it is almoft next to an 
impoinbility, when ^ tender infant is feparated front its 
jnother^ fewed up in a bafket, dropt, and expofed (o 
much to the weather, without any kind of nurture, 
for it to live; and it is alfo impofTible for a pariih 
nurfe to bring up children in fo tender a manner as 
their mothers can, becaufe the breaft is their chief fuf- 
tenance; and when that's kept from them, difordcrs 
and illneffes of different kinds immediately attack them. 

If the infamous women who dropt their babes, and 
who deferve not the tender name of mother, were to 
jiave an adequate puniihment iqfliAed on them forji^h 
jofPpnce;?, it might be a means of preferving, in a g^eat 
meafure, the lives of many infants, who fall a facrir 
fice to their parents barbarity^ and a means alfo of 
keeping the workhoufes more clear of them. 
_ The .poor laws want much amendment throughout 
^the whole kingdom. Some pariihes indeed have ^<Sls of 

parliament 
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IJarliaincttl: pecuJJajr to ihemfelves, among whom Is the 
parifti of .St. Gkm«i|;D^«e$ ; but the ill ufe, or in other 
mo^^ ivo.ufi? to fig|>ify,. that has been .made of it, gives 
great .upakr^ to fever^ refponfiWe inhabitants, who 
jbtve iJed^^ if a^K^r^^ufe was built (which by the 
a<9: tbQy have a pOy^e^r.t^.do) there might be a faying 
caXvaccoitnt of tbe.ppor, from Spol. to loooK a year: 
hut I do not kaowKow: it is, the a£^ coft near 3€xdK ^ni 
it has lain almoft dormant ever fmce, entirely fo as toi 
%hQ executive parts, concerning the poor, 
. I fhall conclqde with faying, tbat in the pariik 
pf St. Clement Dane^, things . are araifs, which n^ighir 
iic much amended for the good of the inhabitants, if 
thejr would with fpirit enforce the e:jfecution of the a^S 
of parliament, m9re efpccially if the principal one* 
. would take the lead to accomplifb fo ialutary a work. 

P, P. 

Farther Btfenqe of a Farijb in regard to its Infant P^ok. 

From Philo Pauperis. 
LETTER IL 

. "\ XT HEN affairs of any import are made known 
T ^ to the public by means of the prefs, whether 
they make their way through the channel of a public 
tiews-paper, jox by. way of a pamphlet, is a matter of 
indifference 5 certain it is that fuch publications lie open 
to every one for the perufal and free difcufiion of the 
0uttet th&twi contained \ and) as I hav^ Ukcn the frce^ 

B z doiu 
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dOfn to remark curforily on your pamphlet, it may hot 
J)e improper to affign fomc reafon for my fo doing. 

\ -rcfledcd within myfclf — furely no parifh oflficcr 
could be fo totally loft to the di£lates and feelings of 
-humanity as to be the cau/e of thofe poor infants deaths 
in fo vaft a degree as they are charged with ; fuch an 
inftance of cruelty and barbarity, if a fa£t, deferves not 
pnly the fevereft cenfurc, but demands a punifhmcnt 
equal to the offence. As a man and as a Chriftian, I 
was {hocked to find fuch a number of lives loft to the 
community, as in the Earnejl Appeal are fet forth. 

Upon fearch, I find by the rcgifter of St. Clement 
Danes for 1765, there appears to be nine foundlings, 
or dropped children, (which is more, I believe, than 
fell to the ftiare of many other parifhes within that 
year; fome of which, when found, were afflifled with 
different diforders ; whilft others, through ill isfage from 
their brutijh parents^ had fcarcely^ to appearan(;f^ any vijible 
figns of life remaining^ all which died under the age of four 
months ; and fix caf^als^ under the Age of eight months. 
I am convinced there are many pari(bes full as bad a^ 
St. Clements, but mjift be exci^fed defcending to par- 
ticulars ; every parifli muft ftand on its own bottom, 
and anfwer for its own faults and dcfeSs. 

The officers of St. Clement Danes, have ftriftly fol- 
lowed the diredlions in the aft of parliament, in fign- 
ing and returning their regifter to the company of 
parifh clerks. If they have done amifs in this affair, I 
cannot fee who they are accountable to for dieir re- 
i^jlTaefs bift to th^ legiilative poi^rer Qf this kingdom; 

vyrhQ 
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jM'tioiiSd amtnd our ways iirft, in an inftaaoe that 
taems to benvithin our reach, and under the very tioie 
q{i 65O,t>0O |>e6ple, before we attempt to lauacfa^ into 
the wide bceair. of a\ general corre£lron. 
- rYou believe >me /to be prejudiced againft men.becauff 
I do. not know thsm^ and I think you prejudiced lor 
them %ecauie .^yotc dd. . You acknoXvledge things aie 
rery bad ) fa thatrlaHowiog for human imperTefUon on 
all fides, we (hall meet half way, even with the very men 
wrho.wer& in ^ce^t>f whom I dare fay the major.fttrt, 
i^m HCMmimHiOfifjfte things in the £une ligbt; . . • ;!.. r. 
\ have giyi^ onore ample, clear ^nd mfiuf^ •eyi^ 
dcnce than ever was given before on ttrii ifubj^f^ 
Heaven grant icmly have a general, good ejFiN^ * either 
immedtatelyy by mtms of tbe humanity of individuak^ 
OT' from an effort of Legiflative Autb^«ty, whkli may 
be.-obtainedk.: u- '^ 

y , Jirre feems to he tne meam m^ary^ . wkieb is to ekSi th 
^hief people in every parijb to parijh officer $, ; -emd ihefi who 
wUnotfirveyU nmi£i tbem qt UaJlboU injieadof ^L-4^ lot 
as now praSHfed. I am, yours, «&c. J. H.. 

Further Reply to tJyi Defince,. 

LET T E R «. 

IF it is very apparent that there hath been fo heavy 
a Lofs. of Lives as I have defcribed, it is a great 
injury to the publick in a direft view : It hath afFprd- 
ied a moft pernicious example to the conunon ppople in 

general 
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wdmani but it is alfo as true, that in the want of -it^ 
proper air and aliment will preferve children in a con* 
fidcrable proportion. I know one family where fix fe- 
males have been bred up by 9Ke nurfe^ by band, and the 
youngeft is feven years old ; not a child died in her 
liands« If they had been fent tatfae common run of 
wet nurfbsy it is more than probable two in five had 
died.*«^So much difiference is there between a good dry 
nurfe and a bad dry one. 

^ But permit me to aik, would not any man in his 
fenfes conclude, after the death of three or four chil- 
dren in one woman's hands, that the nurfe was very 
unfortunite j and after five or fix, that (he was very ig- 
tiorant or very wicked ? But when in fo (hort a period, 
the mortality of feven or eight had happened, would it 
jjot' create a fufpicion that fhe ftarved them, or gave 
them Jleeping potions ? And would not the fame common 
fenfe and candor lead one to think, that upon feeing 
the Eighteenth child brought within this parifb nurfe*$ 
deri, that thofe who fent them preferred that they (hould 
die? And what is preferring that a child fhould die, 
but fomcthing too (hocking to mention or to think 
of? But it has been and continues, in many pariflies, to 
be fo common a praQice, that this violence on human- 
ity has loft its name, and is become as familiar in thefe 
renowned cities, as the ufe of the bow-ftring in Mo-» 
rocco for thofe who offend their Emperor. 

I agree that our Poor's laws in general want correc- 
tion, but not fo much as thofe who undertake to exe- 
cute them ; and I believe you will join with me, that 
* w« 



[ 7 ] 

mt flioidd amtnd our ways iirft, in an inftaaoe that 
{atm9 to be Kvithin our reach, and under the very tioje 
of 650,<ooo people, before we attempt to launch into 
the wide ocean of a* general correction. 
- '^You believe me r to be prejudiced againft men.becauff 
ido.not knowthsm^ and I think you prejudiced lor 
them becau&Ayotf dd. . You acknowledge things aie 
rery bad ) fodiat'iaHowifig for human iinperYe£Uon> on 
all fides, we (hall meet half way, even with the very men 
who were in joffice^ t)f whom I dare fay the major.{ttrt, 
M^m iMtnufwiion^^Stt things ui the £une light, . -> ;;..:>: 
X have given more ample, clear and mijW^ eyi^ 
dence than ever was givea before 04fi t^rii ^(ubj^^ 
Heaven grant it mly have a general, good eiFiN^ * either 
immediately, by im^)s of the humanity of individually 
or from an effort of Legiflative Autb^ity, whkb may 
be obtained*. . ;. . . \* 

V There feems to be 9ne means neejtffary.^ . wki^h is ta ek^ tke 
^hief people in every parijb to parijb officers ; -mnd iheje wh 
wuill not firue^U nml^ tbem at leajl 6o/. injieaiof m^-^ lot 
m now praflifed. I am, yours, &c. ]* H.: 

Further Reply to the Defince.. 

L E T T E R «. 

IF it is very apparent that there hath been fo heavy 
a Lofs. of Lives, as I have defcribed, it is a great 
injury to the publick in a direft view : It hath afFord- 
^ a moft pernicious example to the conunon people \n 
i- . general 
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So far from trefpafling againft any law, I aft under 
the fanAion of one, provided exprefsly for the purpofe > 
and, I am fure if individuals do not co-operate with the 
fpirit, fcnfe, and meaning of government in this free 
country, many of our laws will become a dead letter, 
6r muft be enforced by means equally tending to the 
fubverfion of liberty. The laft refort in every commu- 
nity is to the virtue of individuals, and the fear of fome- 
thing beyond temporal punifliments ; but more particu- 
larly in countries yet unenflaved by a tyrannical exerclfe 
of power. 

As zealous as you are for the defence of liberty and 
laws, do you really think that the officers of St. Cle- 
ment Danes have paid due honor to the law in quef- 
tion r They have, indeed, '' followed the directions in 
the a£t of parliament In figning and returning the regif- 
tcr to the company of parifii clerks ;" but this is but a 
fmall part of the law ': The preamble fets forth the de- 
fign of it, and the Tieads of the columns in the fchedule 
annexed to it, are fo many inftruftions of what is meant. 

Were I to fet a child afloat on a plank, I might not 
offend agaihft any law of the land : but if the child hap- 
pened to be drowned,' it is mdre than probable my neck 
would be ftretched for playing the fool. 

To ftick clofely to the point, I afk, ** Have the offi- 
-cers in queftion given a fingle penny to any nurfe, after 
li certain time of trial, as a bounty or premium for keep- 
ing a child alive, to prove that they meant to keep it 
alive if they could ? Have they fent a fingle child into 
<h^ country to be nurfed I Their neighbour St. Mar- 

I tin'$ 
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tint's in the fields (formerly under the lame circumftan- 
ces of negle£l as other parilhes) have fent feveral chil- 
dren into the country to be nurfed,not as I apprehended 
when I wrote my pamphlet, at three ihillings a week» 
cloathing included, but exclufiue of cloathing. The offi- 
cers of that parifli, with great judgment and humanity^ 
have fent them as far as Teddington 5 and what is the 
confequence of this new arrangement ? Four in five of 
the children fo fent were aftually alive at the end of the 
laftyear 1765, 

Your officers have paid but two fhillings a week for 
nurfing an infant. This is two Ihillings more than moft 
others have paid ; but is two (hillings fufficient ? Hath 
experience taught them that , the town is a fafe and 
proper place for nurfing fuch children, efpecially ia 
fuch holes as the nurfe generally lives in ? Is it in'na- 
ture for women to breed like cats or rabbets ? They have 
ufually one child at a birth, at the diftance of at leafl ten 
months. Can they nurfe a dozen at a time ? Do not 
your officers know that a number of infants being con- 
gregated will poifon each other ? Arc they not informed 
that gripes and fluxes, and other fuch diforders, which in, 
a very few days cut the tender firings of infant life, are 
contradted by the very air they breathe, as well as by the 
diet made ufe of ? Thefe and fuch like are the points in 
queftion. All the reft is fruitlefs altercation, unwor* 
thy of a man of fenfe, as I am perfuaded you are. 

I am, your's, &c. 

J. H. 

C % AnecdQte% 
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Anecdotes relating to Infant Parijb P$or^ 

LETTER III. 

You fuppofe it " impoffible that my fuggeftion of 
of giving children ileeping potiQq$ can take place, 
becaufe the preferving children is the only means of the 
nurfe's livelihood." The general principle on which you 
form your judgment, is right \ but this is an uncommon 
event. I could unfold many a tale contrary to your 
opinion, but they are too fhocking, and oiFenfive to 
humanity, to be related. 

With regard to the conduft of Tome parifh officers, 
in trufting children, by choice, in bad bands ; do you 
remember the anecdote related in my traft ? I prefume 
you will truft me for the truth of it, otherwife I will pro- 
duce the moft refpe<Jlable evidence. ' The officer allud- 
ed to, it feems is a ihrewd, fenfible man ; but by the 
mere force of cuftom,and the habit of burying children, 
becoming as calous a$ a flint, upon being folicited on 
the behalf of a young woman to allow her two Ihil- 
li^gs and fix-pence a week, for forae time, in order to 
fupport.her qhild, it being alledged that this is the com- 
mon price of a pariih nurfe, he anfwered : " Yes, that is 
very true, but then afl;er a month or fix weeks we hear 
no more of the child, whereas your young woman will 
probably preferve hers." 

Hath it not been alfp declared in open Court at Guild- 
Hail, by the matter of a work-houfe of a very con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable parifti, that not a fingle child was reared in 
his parifh in fourteen years ? And was not the reafon 
given, without ref$rve^ t^at;thQ paijiflj bad no proper place 
to keep them in, the air being too confined ? 
• Thus you fee what principle was adopted in this jn- 
ftance, ahd has be^n Adopted in thoufands of others, and 
this will ferve to wcplain to you what may be other- 
TWjfe inexplicable. '^ 

Is it not natural to think that if a hackney nurfe gets 
into a train of burying children, and (he is fupplied with 
frefh food for worms week after week, (he will think it 
is very fit and corwenient that a child Ihould die ? The 
indulgence in the praftice is in efFeft giving the (Irongeft 
token of applaufe. 

Upon the whole, / need not tell you that it is much 
eafier to the officer, and lefs e3q)cnfive to the pari ft, to lei 
a child die^ than to keep it alive. If the contrary were 
true, I do moft ferioufly believe, that two if not three 
in five of thefe children would be tcared and put out ap- 
prentice. 

Let me alfo remind you that Law-makers are not pof- 
fefled of any intuitive knowledge ; it is the cuftom to 
oiFer them cafes. There not being any provifion made 
to render it any one's duty to fee to the execution of the 
la,w in queftion, I take upon myfelf to do* all I can in be- 
behalf of the poor, which is to give notice of what falls 
within my knowledge, and obfervation. 

I am, your's, &c. 

J.H. 

Further 
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Further Reply, 'with Reflexions en the Importance cf the Pcor^ 

LETTER IV. 

I.Obfervp you lay a great ftrefs on the dying fituatioa 
of the foundlings taken in by your parifh. Of thcfe 
there are indeed /line in thirty-one, which is 29 per 
cent. ; whereas in the general account there are but 1 15 
in 1 7^5, or about 6 and a half per cent. How this comes 
to pafs I know not, nor is it very material : We muft 
not amufe ourfelves with names and words ; an infant or 
child is a human being, and as fuch entitled to all the 
offices of humanity, no matter how it came into the 
world, or who is the father or mother. 

I alfo grant that fome of thefe foundlings were in a bad 
flate of health : Eut, when children are dropped, do 
you bel jeve it is meant they (hould die ? Do you find any ' 
marks of violence on them f Do you know that na- 
ture is fo kind to infants that they are fometimes found 
alive in the arms of the mother when fhe is expired with 
cold. 

If a woman expofes her child to get rid of it, muft we 
imdcrftand that flie meant it (hould die ? Murder is 
never committed for murder's fake. But, dropping the 
reafoning part, let us examine the facl as clofely as you 
pleafe. The faft is, that of eight foundlings dead in 
your parifti, only one died the day taken in 3 two liv- 
ed fcvcn, one thirteen, one thirty, two thirty-five, and 
one forty-eight days : upon a medium twenty-two days. 
And how long lived the nine illegitimate children taken 

in 
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in by your parifh, whom I rationally fuppofed to be bprn 
of young and healthy people ? Three lived thirteen 
days, one fifteen, one nineteen, one twenty-two, one 
twenty-eight, one forty-ftven, and one eighty-eight 
days J on a medium, twenty-eight days. This is fix 
days longer than the poor foundlings : but excluding the 
long-lived child of eighty-eight days, the medium is ou^ 
day lefs than the foundlings. Your three cafuals liv- 
ed, on a medium, one hundred and feven days — and 
then dyed. 

It is natural to afk, if any one of thefe twenty chiU 
dren was fuckled : If any one was fent to nurfe into the 
country : Or if you changed the nurfe in Auguft, after 
feeing nine children already dead in her bands ? 

You delivered five children to their mothers, and one 
to the father ; probably thefe fix children, or the great- 
eft part of them, are living. But what are we to ex- 
pert of the remaining five children alive, which made 
thirty one in March laft, if followed on into this year ? 
It appears that you allowed the mothers of thefe, two 
(hillings a week, to aiSfl: them in taking care of their 
own children. The aft excludes the infertion of fuch 
occurrences in the rcgifter, that it may not appear as a 
faving of children by the parifh officer, when, in facl, 
they are preferved in the hands of the mother ; but fjill 
the meafure is good, and does honor to your parifli, as 
it does to all other parifhes, who pra£llce this niod^^ of 
affifting mothers, when thefe are fobcr v/omcn, fit to 
jjurfe their own children. 

As 
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As this mode leads diredly to the knowledge of the 
comparative cfFcfts of the parijh nurfmg and the mothers 
nurfing^ it may he a proper ckufe in any a5ly on behalf df 
i}}efe infants J which may hereafter take place ^ that it fimll be 
inferted^ at the foot of the regiften^ en a dijlin5l article, I 
muft fay that the only circumftance which does honor 
to your parift, fo far as the regifter difcovers, is the giv-^ 
ing this money to mothers as nurfes. 

Numerous and great are the calamities which happert 
to all the children of men, from various caufes ; but 
the moft part of them have their fource in our own folly 
and iniquity. The fpring of health to the ftatc, the abi- 
lity of defence, the fountain of comfort, convenience and 
opulence, and a redundancy of the ornaments of life, all^ 
confeffedly, arife from the labor of the Poor ; therefore 
the prefervation of the Poor is the firft leffon in political 
arithmetic. 

If the children who fall unavoidably into the hands of 
parifti officers, and, confcquently, under the protection 
of the public, here at the very feet of the feat of govern- 
ment, are not deemed objeds of national attention ; if 
we Ihut our ears, being within the reach of their infant 
cries, and do not confult their prefervation by all pofliblc 
means, all our conquefts .which require inhabitants, all 
our fchcmes of population of countries, all a£ls of natu- 
ralization, and every duty of religion, with refpeft to 
charity to infant Poor, muft, upon the comparifon, ap- 
pear vague and unmeaning. 

Some pari{hcs, you fay, are as bad as yours : I grant 
it ; nay confidcring the ages of the children much worfe, 

witneis 
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WitnlJls the following, which I will give you as it already 
ftands on record in my Eameji Appeal. 

R £ G I ST £ R of St. George's Middlesex. 



liv- 
ed. 



Name of the Child. 



Thomas Bailey 
Mary Bill - - 
Elizabeth Bill - 
Lucy Coleman - 
Ifaac Darling 
Ann Bailey -^ - 
James Gloves - 
John St. George F 
Sufanna Downes 
William Chope B 
Mary Webb - - 
Richard Yates 
William Yates - 
Sufanna Yates - 
Jane Dryborough 
Elizabeth Hathaway 
Benjamin Tomkins 
William Cams - 
Peter Flidgard - 





Ag. 


* 


1 When admit- 
ted into the 


By whom 


T 

2 


M, 


D. Workhoufe. 


fttit. 






2 Jan. 


Overfeers. 




2 




4 


Churchw. 


1 


il 


' — . 


4 


Ditto 




5 


— 


H 


Overfeers. 


2 


3 


^_ 


5 Feb. 


Churchw. 


2 


9| 


— 


10 


Overfeers. 


2 


4 


— 


20 


Ditto 


2 




^» 


21 


Ditto 


\ z 




— 


4 Mar. 


Ditto 




2 


— 


28 


Ditto 




8 


— .> 




Ditto 




6 


— 


2 1 Nov. *) 


Churchw. 


2 




— . 


ZI 


Ditto 




4 


— 


21 3 


Ditto 


3 


9' 


— 


22 


Overfeers. 


2 




^_ 


15 Dec. 


Ditto 


z 


3 


— 


^9 


Ditto 


3 


4 


— 


*9 


Ditto 


^1 




— 


20 


Churchw. 



When dyed 

in the 
Workhoufe. 



9 Jan- 7 

17 Feb. 43 

19 Feb. 45 

II Mar. 47 

13 Mar. 38 
29 Feb. 13 

14 Mar. 23 
28 Mar. 35 

15 Mar. II 
14 Apr. 17 

Dead 

14 Dec. 24 

21 Dec. 31 

Dead 

Dead 
Dead 



Thomas BeaU Churchnvarden, 



This is a true and exafl cop)Vof the regifter of this 
parifli in 1765, except the additional column of the days 
the children lived, and the four marked Dead, who died 
within two months after the year expired. If we con- 
fider the ages of thefe children, paft the dangerous time 
of life, it is the more fhocking pifture of mortality ; 
and the clofer we approach it, the more like flaughter 
it appears. 

I have alfo received exafl information concerning the 
fortune of the remaintftg three infants, and find th2xMary 

D Jf''ebF% 
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H^ebVs mother has lain-in of anothet child In tb^ woii;- 
houfe fince December lai^, and is happily ^^^^^; ^-^^ 
with her daughter Mary. 

Elizabeth Hathaway is alfo taken out by her mother, 
^d prefcrved from the grave. 

Piter Ffidgard is likewife taken out alive. 

Thefc three only have efcaped with their lives, and 
fo far we muft give the parifli credit, and no farther : 
the two laft were but a little whiU in the wor^houfe. 

I am^ ypurs, &c. J. H-i 

General Mode of Computation of If.ortalitj, 

LETTER V. 

TT is ncceflary to premife that fome calculators malfc 
•*} their computations of the mortality, of infants atones; 
period,, one at another ; one on burials in general, ano- 
ther on the burials of infants only ; but the difference is 
as 36 to 58 on 30 years. Mr. Webb computes on the bu- 
rials in general; asfuppofing looo born, how many will, 
drop yearly ; but if 16000 are born, and 8000 die un- 
der 2 years of age, we may fay that 50 per cent, are, dead 
of thofe who were born ; yet if the burials in general 
are 24000, then we may alfo call 8000, 33^ per cent, 
under 2 years of age. 

,On a medium of 10 years laft paft, I find the burials 
on the chriftenings are 47 per cent, but I fuppofc one^ 
fixth more births than appear in the bills, ar^cj confc- 
quently 16000 chriftenings, x86oo births. 
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A§ ro Bukdl, imfi add to iWm Mfb*, thV it be But 
telf Td fiiirti^ dfe foliib bofripii'tatibhs iiiake it; viz. to 
43560; 1 5bb 4ei'(J, whith inakei ijibob 6r 32 t^er fceht. 
if we allow 4 per cent, rjidrfe ftir contingencies^ it brings 
the iiiattcttc) Mr. W'^bb^s tkblbi. 

Wfc li-fe ifl fcardh of Truth, if peradventiire we bin 
irate it 6Ut : I do not ttiedtt tb exaggerate, UJioh the 
?boye cbWJSiitkion the ditnlnirtiSn is but --- 6400 
^herea^^brt thc;|g<5ii^f-ial finiiiaB: yeir it aJipVars - 
to be — — — J- 8b8o 

The children of Diflefitfe'r^ are biptiiSd 67 their fi- 
fpeJKve teachers, and nisi tegiftbred ; arid they are bi- 
lled by the tttlhilte^ of tte ^Snffii arid are i^'^l^hrhi.' fi^t 
If children die before they are brought to church to be 
chriftened, and private baptifrns are generally not regif* 
t^red, it will make the thing fa much the nearer equal. 

The bills do not comprehend the wholp j but, upon 
a clofe examination of the burials in one confiderable 
parifh in Weftminfter, a few years finc6, the number of ' 
tiiem,*on a medium of tenyears^ was found to be 1074 

And there were carried out to be buried every 

year, on a medium, -r- — — « i6%. 

Brought in to be buried — -r— ' 1 24 

philBren aT nurfe (cbnftcfeted as in the pa- 
rifc, thbu|h dyihg tfut of it) ^ediiaed — ^0 

^he remainder is -— -rr- — • --^ 104 

The difference which we ought to add to the 

account of bi^riah, is — • — — 157 

/t^hen, I fayj^ if one panfli, having 1074 buris^s, ought 

D 2 yet 
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yet to have an encreafe of 157 burials, in the account; of 
its mortality, what will be the encreafe of burials on 147 
parifhes having, on a piedium, (as in 1763, 1764, and 
1665) 24,192 ? Theanfwpr i$ 3471. 

Mr. Maitland, in |iis Hiftory of London, confinxis 
this, in a great meaf^ire, when* he tells us, that the bu- 
rials in 1 729 were found to be 3038 more than regiftered. 
If we fuppqfe tl^e inl^abitants, not of the eftablifhed 
church, to be one fixth part of thofi; who. are, (and great 
numbers kem to clafs themfelves under, no church at 
^11). the account will ftan4 thus : 

In 1765 the chriftenings — — — 16374 
Add one fixth for births more than r^giil^red 2729 

194^3 
Burials in 1765 .— — — 23230 

Add, upon a medium of the two 

computations of 3471 and 3038 

above-mentioned — — 3254 

^ — ' 26484 

Chriftenings Burials. Diminu- 

and births. tion. 

JLeal account - 16374 — 23230 r— 6856 

Account with 

the additions - 1 9409 on 26484 — 7081 

This is taking a favorable year, and happens to cor- 

rcfpond, fo that there is a difFerence of only 225 

• The chriftenings are encreafed from the year 1763 

to 1765 — — — — _ 1241^ 

And the burials are decreafed — — :- 2913 

• ' Yet, 
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Vet,, upon a medium computation, the whole di- 
minution appears to be full •^— — — — 8O00 
To afcertain the bufinefs with precifion, the rc- 
fpe<aive officers of their feveral congregations ought to 
make a faithful annual report to the company of Parifh 
Clerks, of the number of births, &c. which are not per- 
mitted to be regiftered in our churches, of which more 
hereafter. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

Qemral Vienv of iht Lo/s on the Children in Parijhcs iviihin 
the Bills of Mortality in the Tear 1765. 

LETTER VI. 

I Now haften to comply with your requeft. The fol- 
lowing is a general furvey of the rcgifters of 1765, 
of the pariOies within the bills of mortality having any 
cbnfiderable number of children. The 97 within the 
walls having but few children are not inferted in this 
account : 

Thofe Parijhes marked * hame 
no li^orkhoufe, 

1 3 Parijhcs without the Walb. 

St. Bartholomew the Great 
St. Dunftan in the WqH 
St. Saviour Southwark - 
St. Bride* - - - 
St. George Southwark - 
St, Botolph Alderfgatc - 
St. Andrew Holborn 
St. Giles Cripplegate - 
St. John Southwark 
St. Sepulchre, Newgate 
St. Botolph Aldgate 
St. Botolph Bifhopfgatc 
St. Botolph Aldgate, Midd. 
St. Olave Southwark - 
Upon a medium 88 dead \ 
on 1 29 received in i year. J 
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So that wc fee here more per cent, dead in one year, 
to fay nothing of the fevcral infants received in the laft 
two months of the year, than in the Hofpital^ of chil- 
dren who are carried on to the ages between 6 and 1 1 • 

But upon examining the fame parifhes in regard to their 
children of i to 4 years old, the account ftands thus : 



St. Bartholomew the Great 
St. Bride - . - - 
St. Dunftan in the Weft 
St. Botolph Alderfgate - 
St. Olave Southwark - 
St. Botolph Aldgate - 
St. Botolph Biihopfgate - 
St. Andrew Holborn - 
St. John Southwark - 
St. Botolph Aldgate, Midd 
St. Saviour Southwark - 
Ss. Giles Cripplcgate - 
St. Sepulchre Newgate - 
St. George Southwark - 

We muft confider thefc children of 2, 3 
and 4 years old, being the 4th year of the re- 
gifter, upon a medium of 50 dead on 127, is 
per cent. — — — — —i— . — ^^ 
near upon an equality of the deaths of the firft year 
of life, on the common bills of mortality, which is 4 
times as dangerous as the fubfequent years of i to 4. 
Let us now view the other pariihes. 
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Parljhes in Midd, and Surry. 

St. Paul Shadwell -^ - 
St. Matthew Bethnal Green 
St. Mary Wbitechappel 
St. Mary Newington - 
St. DiMiftan Stepney - 
St. Leonard Shoreditch 
St. Mary Iflington - - 
St. Ann Middlefcx - 
St. John Wapping - - 
Chrift Church MiddJcfex 
St. John Hackney - - 
St. Katharine Tower - 
St< Mary Rotherhithe - 
St. Luke Middlefex - - 
St. George Middlefex - 
St. Mary Lambeth 
St. Mary Magd. Bermondf 
St. Andrew above Bars 1 
and St. George the > 
Martyr. J 

St. George Bloomfbury, 1 
and St. Giles in the I 
Fields. J 

St. James and St. Jobo \ 
Clerkenwell. jj 

Chrift Church South warkj 



Upon a medium of 175 dead on 282 received, is 
per cent. — *- — — .,^.-^.. 62 
* or.6 per cent, lefs than the fame aged children without 

the walls of London. / 

The fame parifhes confidered as to their children of 

I to 4 years old ftaod thus : 
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St. Katherine Tower - 
St. Mary Newington - 
St. Ann Middlcfex - 
St. Mary Whitechapel 
St. John Wapping - 
St. Mary Lambeth - 
St. Dunftan Stepney - 
St. John Hackney - - 
St, Mary Iflington - 
St. Paul Shadwcll - - 
St. Leonard Shoreditch 
St. Luke Middlefex - 
St. George Bloomftury, 

and St. Giles in the 

Fields. 
St. Mary Rotherhithc - 
S t.Matthew Bethnal Green 
St. James and St. John 7 

Clerkenwell 3 

Chrift Church Southwark 
St. Andrew above Bars, 

and St. George the 

Martyr. 
Chrift Church Middlefex 
St. George Middlefex - 
St. Mary Magd.Bermondf. 



Here the medium of no dead on 337 is per 
cent, near — — — — — — 33 

confequently 7 per cent, lefs than the parifhcs witi:3ut the 
walls of London. 

Many of thefe children, as I have obfervcd, were of 3 
and 4 years old| being of the 4th year of the regifter, and 
jfuch fhould not drop off at above 6 or 7 per cent. We 
may alfo obfervc, that where the numbers are fmalleft, 
9r wher^ the children arc the fartheft removed from the 

fmoko 
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fmoke of thefc cities, there the mortality is leaft, proving 
in fomc degree the principle here laid down. One may 
alfo obfcrve, that the pariflies who hayc the fmalleft mor- 
tality of infants newly born, have likewife the feweft 
deaths of children of i to 4 years old. 

The 10 Parijhes in Wcflmm- 
Jlcr are 

Prccinfl: of the Savoy - 
St. Paul Covent-Gardcii* 
St. Mary Le Strand - - 
St. Ann Weftminfter * - 
St. James Weftminfter - 
St. John Evangelift and \ 
St. Margaret WeftiTi. 1 
St. Martin in the Fields 
St. George Hanover-fquare 
St. Clement Danes * - 

The medium of this mortality being 113 dead 

on 168, is per cent, near — — — — 67 
and you may eafily perceive, that the larger the num- 
ber the greater the mortality, except in cafes where 
a bad nurfe is trufted with fo many lives as your parilh 
trufted, tho' yoqr number is not much above one fourth 
fo many as the medium of the three preceding prui'-? 
cipal parifties : yet for a very natural reafon, your mor-i 
tality is the greateft : but this event may have happened 
for the beft. 

I have now to examine the rates oif the mortality of the 
foregoing parifties, of their children from i to 4 years 
of age, viz. 
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It is probable, by the kw burials in 1646,- the tQwn 
vas much deferted in the confuCon of the times^ or the 
regifter neglefted, though the chriftcnings keep an equal 
pace. 

The next year, 1647, the mortality b four times p 
many, which might include part of the formeF jfcar^ the 
, plague ftill carrying ofF near 3000 yearly, 

In 1660 we find the plague alqioft. ceafed, but the 
diminution upon the chriftenings, njcarly equal with tl^p 
fprmer year, though this was the rcftpra^f Ofl year jn wh^fh 
inany people flocked to town, ; . I 

The year 1665 wjas the dreadful plague, concernii^g 
which the bills of mprtality feem to bp partial ; fiji: th^i^* 
|t makes 68596 dead of the plague, it alfo makes A&jp^ 
dead of other diftemper^, when probably the famf;^coA^ 
^gion carried pfFmany of the latter number. 

The dreadful fire came on the back of this year, which 
was not, in efFe£l, ajjreat evij ^ for i^ controlled |he 
plague, it fixed a period to this diftemper, and gave pr(^ 
hpw rr.uch health depends, under Providence, upon fw-e^ 
air, clean houfes, and untainted furniture and garmenfs,^ 

The next year, 1667, the chriftcnings incre^fed,::t>j^ 
the diminution of the number of inhabitants by the bu- 
rials is no lefs than 4869, nearly eoual to thqfe of 1641, 
which was 4854/ ...,', 

From 1 668 to 1682, being 15 years, the number of 
chriftcnings aind burials do not vary^mucfi, and run upon 
a medium, ^,.. ,.,.. . .'t % T T 

Chriftcnings --- -^y , -^ . . it^o 

Purials ^ ^ _ ^ .: i-963fi 

AnnuaJ 



t is i 



" "Annual cfiminorlon — — 7^85 

^* TTiipe, fouri'arfJ five per' annum are ftill fet down as 
ff^ffi% bf the plague;' ' ' • . 

From this one might infer, that London and Weft- 
ttifiilfef^wcPe t&rie feuftJis as populous aboiit the begin- 
?tmg^bf sB?. Willikm's reign as they are now, though the 
lofs or diminution was tTitn much greater. From what 
cSufes-thisproceeiled, fd far as regards the infapt poor, 
SppeaVs from wtidt 1: Ihajl relate of the efforts made by 
tltfe^uftices bf ' Miatf^e^ex i^ i6'86, tonemecfy theabufe. 

I fuppofe the bills were in thofe days as perfe<9: as 
at' prcfent, and i^e-fiiid;; 'under all circumftaqces, and in 
all thcife tittles, theife' cities carried off children in vaft 
numbers beyond tlhe due proportion ; ani that in pro- 
'poi'tioh' to the -number of inhabitants, very few wer^ 
born ; fo that the congregating fuch vaft numbers, cuts 
agaiiift us like a two-edged fword, 
• In 1686 wcfind, that under the name of convullions 
373*j and confuhiptions 3569, were yearly f\vept off. 
The common hzmtof convuljion pafled current for chil- 
drehVwh'o^' to judge from' what we now fee, dyed for 
waht of proper air and proper nourifhment. 

' ^ - ' '^ I 4m, yours, &c. J^ H. 






JU^iJiers of this Century contitme^* 

L. E;„li^! >T. E R XIII, 

'£ come, now to examine what hath paft in 
the tiff of Man in c^r tjinc : The account 
lliiridsthus ; -- 

.'.•'»;. ^A Years 
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21} Sept. 1760, (the time that the 586 were living) aU of 
them being under 12 months old when received. It is 
reafonable to prefume, nothing was thought too bad to 
be fent to the Hofpital at that time, were it only to fave 
the expence of burial. 

To form a true idea of the ftate of the Infant Poor^ 
there fhould be no limited age for the regifters, but 
they (hould be contiuued on till the child is dead — de- 
livered to the mothers or friends — or apprenticed out. — 
And it fhould be clearly defcribed, the name, trade, 
and place, fo as to be found, of fuch mother, friend, or 
maflcr. Such a plan only can afford a full fatisfadion, 
.and give a folid fecurity to the public, that thefe children 
in the hands of parifh officers, fhall be treated as fel- 
low creatures and fellow citizens. 

If the parifhes fhould freely, or under any reftridlon, 
fend 800, or any number of children annually to the 
Hofpital, it will be eafy to compafs fuch a regifter of 
the remaining children in their hands, till they are 
aftually placed out. 

In the column difcharged^ in the regifler nowexifling^ 
it fhould be faid when 'prenticed out ; but there iliould 
be a particular and diflin£t regifter of the 'prentices kept 
in marginal columns. 

. Why this is not done fo that it may be eafily traced 
out what is become of thefe children, we mufl impute 
as much to the want of a regulation as to the general 
negligence which hath prevailed concerning them^ 
from their birth till the time of their diflblution. 
And how we came thus to treat thefe poor in- 
fants 
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From 1720 to 1732, the diminution by death is 7,, 8^ 
9, and even io,ood, but terminates in — — 5570 
The chriftenings in no year exceed *— 19300 
In I JI26 we find the chriftenrngs and burials mount 
higheftJ The bills being as correft at one time as an- 
other, yite muft fuppofc thefe cities were then 93 fully 
peopled as at any period* 

Now that it is the tuftom for fuch crowds to flock to 
thefe cities, perhaps they never were fuller than they arc 
in the Winter months j but ftill the bills of mortality at 
this tiiifie do not equal the bills at that time, riotwith- 
ftanding the profufion of building. 

Froip 1732 to 1740 the diminutions encreafe to i558o. 

For this a very natural caufe is affigned, namely, the 

tife ofGiHy which afted like a plague, and was indeed as 

fatal to the offspring of the laboring part of our fellow 

fubjefis, and to the common people of thefe cities. 

Dr. Maddox, thq good Bifliop of Worcefter, and Dr^ 
Hales^ that true Chriftian Philofopher, have fet this ca- 
iamity in fuch a light as will never be forgotten. 

From 1740 to 1743, the medium of the annual 
diminution continues no lefs than — -* 14165 
From this time to 1750, it varies from 7 to loooo 
In 1 75 1 and 1752, it declines to — — 6897 
From this account one might be led to think, that 
from 1 7 10, thefe cities contained as many inha.bitants 4s 
they do now, or jthat they were lefs healthy. The advan- 
tage of country feats was lefs known, to our fore-fathers ^ 
>their ftreet$ were more confined i their hpufes lefs commo- 
dious I and they devoted more hours to care and gain. 

We 
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Tfiis vciKhirs the place intvksble dcat^ to^ infiualf s 
tnd it is tcnfeffedj without refeiye, to be » rare.Mng k^ 
a child to be taken out alhe^ except it be in the basuib, 
«f the mother. We pra&ice that tovnrds Infants^ which 
jiiijr man of fentiment would deem cmelty ^ a dog; or a 
cat.'-- 

In looking back into this Workhoufe account for the 
year 1764, I itid 15 were receivod^' thefe ages, viz. 
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Of the two remaining there 15 no account that J cai^ 
trace out. 

I am farther to remark on the curious regifter of 
^765, that 7i«ii«j and Corns dyed of the fmall-poxj faid 
to be brought in by a poor woman and her child, 
Workhoufes feldom refufe objefts, let the difeafe he 
what it will, if they are fen^ by two juftices of the 
Peace, one of them being of the Quorum. I prefume 
it is very right it fhould be fo, and that many mufl: 
be taken care of under all circumftances, i. e. at the ex-f 
pence of the parifli \ but it feems to be vtry wroi^, and 
contrary to common fenfe, and the fpirit and meaning 
of our Laws, that infe£^ious diftempers {hpuld. be in- 
troduced into workhoufes, where fuch numbers of aU 
•ages^re congcegated. On the contrary, every one be- 
coming fo difeafed, fliould be removed from it in fuch 
i^aniier as Aat^he Icaft mifchief poffible may be done. 

As 
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^ t» poor DM iid^ylMM brother ^ifim, and kif. 
fift^if^ fij^5 theft Wtrc ^bt children of a fiUitty wba 
Birf jp^c^blf ftoiod the fury of powder^ ball, and bayonet | 
teUf 'kifleaMl of prefecTing his fons, in order to fuppliy^ 
hi9 place, when time Ifaall difable hidi^ thefe poor boyi 
died a miferable facrifice to inkumanity and want of 
pc^cii 

This laft circumftance reminds me^ that federal hu«» 
mane gentlemen ia the,, army, of the firft rank, havo 
ji<i>w under confideikdon a plan for preventing foldiers 
children from falling a facrifice to indigence or vicioifC- 
nefs, or the rigors that the wives are frequently ex- 
pofed to in their inarches and change of place wkh 
their hufbands. ^ , 

The States of thq /United Provinces^ who under*^ 
Aaftd how to calcul^e the value of a lifc^ allow 
fr much to a iaMie^ towards ihe.fupport of ervery 
fdiildf fuppofing his. pay will only fupport himfel^ 
iirhidii is the cafe w4(h us. And if we m^n to prp«^ 
mote p^^ladon^ th<^ H. evidently oae meians of doing 
it; and if We do not njme too much k Will be <lone. ,: 

I obferve in the hiftorical abridgment of the <fb»- 
bUflimentof the Foundling Hofpital at Paris, publifhed 
in 17539 the author^ after complaining that the air 
the children breathe ii confined, and forgetting to fpeak 
'of the danger of -congregating infantile corltrary to the 
-cuftom of our Foundling Hofpital in Lpildi»n, concludes 
ihtfi,. " Thtoe is the greateft reafon to expe£b, that 
if air' and accdfiltnodacion of lodgifig is provided, ac- 
3 cording 
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5. There is a fchoolmafter who teaches all the boys 
to read, fay their prayers and catojhifm ; there are feverd 
other perfons of fever al trades y to teach the children fevcnal 
forts of works, and bring them up therein. 

6. There is a Porter, who looks to all the childrenat 
play, attends the door, and rings the bell to pray^xs", 
dinner, and fupper. 

7. There is a Matron, or Houfekeeper, who takes care 
for provifion to be brought into the houfe, and dreffing 
thereof for the family. 

8. There is an Afliftant to the Matter, who takes care 
pf all the children's cloaths, and of the beds and (heets, 
that all be mended and kept in good order. 

9. There is a School Miftrefs for the girls, to idj, 
fay their prayers and catechifm. 

10. There is a Semftrefs, who teacheth all the girls 
to work, and make all the linen in the houfe. 

n. There is a Cook to drefs all provifions ajccording 
to the matron's orders. 

12. There is a Laundrefs belonging to the hoiife. 

13. There is an old nurfe^ to take care of all fiQk a|id 
weak children : this nurfe hath her Jjftflants^ if need 
requires. 

14. There are feyeral women to look after the cham- 
bers, to wafli and keep clean all the lodgings, make th(5 
beds, and do other neceflary work there. 

15. The books are conftantly made up evqry firfi 
Tkurfday \n every month, and all officers and tradcfn^ei^ 
and others, who are concerned in the houfe, are cle^ured 

16. There 
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.ii6. There IS alfo a jregiffier-book keipt, toregifter the 
names of all worthy perfons who fliaU be benefactors to 
thisf^good work ^ and the fame laid by for a time, to put 
the children out with it to trades^ as they grow fit ; 
And the Jufticcs of. the Peace^ once every year, at the 
.Quarter Seffion, next after the feaft of the Birth of our 
Lord, yearly, have conftantly an account thereof." 

I am yours, &c. J. H. 

.' ■ ■ ' 
Remarks on the Efforts made infa'vor of the Infant Poor in 1686. 

L E T T E R XV. 

7\/f^ obfervattom on the regulations mentioned in my hji^ 
arey 

1. That there was no aft of Parliament for a work 
which certainly required a law, and without which it 
could not be accomplifhed. 

2, That the Juftices fet out with appointing a Go- 
vernor ; whereas, in fucceeding days, we have found 
it moft advantageous to eleft as many Governors as qua- 
lify themfelves by giving a certain fum of money, cfpe- 
cially where there is no fixt revenue. 

The prefent mode where gentlemen work for nothing, 
n more upon a republican plan. This has contributed 
greatly td the eftablifliment of fuch communities, from 
the confideration of the divifion of the power. Our 
natural genius, and love of limited monarchical power, 
is however apparent in this, that we generally find om 
perlbn acquires an afdendcncy : yet, if he is uncivil to 

H 2 hi. 
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his colleagues, or fecms to goVctri' arbitrarily, in flic 
ifluc he certainly lofes his weight. 

Whether our forefathers had ahy fuch conceits 'dn 
this occafion, is not very material to cViquire ; 1 mcritflfa 
it as a reafon, among fevcral other's, Why this chafitaWc 
jnftitution had a ihort cxiftehce.' "^ 

3. The buflding was ereSed under the influ^nS^^of 
the Juftices, who feem to have retained the power-«f 
Sirefting, but, at the fame time, expeSing to receive 
private contributions. Their authority of ordering diii- 
dreh to be brought in to it was immediately difpitcd j Vib 
that the whole conftitution was fipped before thfe fofto 
of it was ellablilhed. 

4. I fuppofe the Clergyman (Art. 2.) was to refidc 
on the fpot, the inferior officers being under his carer-i- 
If the Clergyman was to do fo, and perform his duty 
well, the reputation of all Charky Houfes would be 
fo much the higher, 

5. All the children were to learn to write, (A/iJU)) 
fo that they vfert rather intended f6t city employmems, 
on the plan of that antient, moft ufeful and tn«ft t^ 
fpeftable infiitution of Chrift-Hofpital, than for huf- 
b^ndry, apd the drudgery of life., ,. , _ , *^ 

6. Several perfons were appointed to teach them fe- 
y^ral fortf of work. (Art. ^.) This might qualify them 
fpfmechapic arts. 

7. Nothing c^n |)C more eflenti^l to the bappinefs of 
tJlijB poor, than to be taught early to keep themfelyes 
clean, (Art. 8, 10.) The.'Iefs clcjmly their occupar 
^jons in life, the more ncccfiary is cleanlinefs when 

they 
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.thejii.anc not M WsQ^k^. In the, mean time, tight and 
•whole garments, be thfCy ^ ever fo much patched, ge^e- 
^ll/j^^Ueod ,ckarj.liocf§ ;, and ipdufoy ,and fobriety,. are 
-thepQOflipaniQns o( ,hplb j .fo, tha^.th^ yirtue of the body 
.^fl4^bp foul keeg pa<;e,: and becpme .uj(iite^ 

8. As to young perfons Keying ,^W^nurfes about tb^, 
'r:{^^ J2^) experic;o.(;e, i« ,ufcful i but fweetnefs, .cleanli- 
iijefs^h^aUhan^ s^^ity.are e.flenti|dly neceflary. . ^ 
r. r t9^>It is artrua pi^ca^vition to pay off all bills mofithly. 
(rAn» JiS-} TJiem^Apart of fuch .flxould be paid wp^l^- 
\y% i^. the beft cbpck 40 prevent, in^pofitions, and adapt 
th,€re3fpenceto th^^ix>coinq. .. . , ■ 

I am, yoyr'^, &c. 

A;-r:-i .• ■' r-.- ' ■• '■: ^ ^ -- ■ '^ J • . 

(r9poJ[aJi.mad£ hy th^Jufiices of MiddUfex^^c* in l686 injkw 
, , ; , of the Infant Poor. 

THE propofal wfeiqh the Jwftices made on this oc- 
. caftoR) pxQve^ their good intentions, as. weU as 
the'iwretlE:hed: fitiiatidn of the infant poor at that; tlipe. 
Itfe wfolloivs:M) o-T: ,-.',,,, . .;. . 

« J Propofal for the letter l£.iu<Moii 6f Infants: ' - 

^ " Although many good provisions have been hercto- 
iFore made by the charity of well difpofed perfons, for 
the maintenance and education of youth : yet no con- 
veniencV or education hath yet been thought on; or 
taken care bJF, for poor^ infant^^ who can leaft provide 
fo^ thcmlclyes, or lie provided for/ 7 

> -M « For 
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•' For want whereof many great evils and iaconvc- 
nkzicies are daily found, by the wijful and carelefs 
caufing or fuffering many infants to pcrifti, or to. fuckr 
in wicked and debauched principles, to the ruin^.a^.jl 
is to be feared, often of their fouls as well as bodies^. . 

*' Novft for the remedy thereof, a general Nurfery 
©r Infantory, is recommended by his Majefty'^ ^uilices 
of the peace at the quarter fel&ons. for Middicfeac amd 
Wejlmnftery to the inhabitants therein, as by their Q^r 
ders at their feveral Xeffions may appear. 

And for that purpofe, the juftices of the peace of th^ 
county of Middlefcx^ have already difpoied of, and ap- 
propriated a great public building at Clcrkenwell^ 
(whofe good examples, it is hoped, will foou be fol- 
lowed by others) and fuch orders and provifions arf 
there already made, that infants (hall be there received 
and provided for with all manner of ncccflarics, and 
be taught to read and write, and be bred up in true re- 
ligk)n and virtue^ ■ i, 

*' And it is fuppofcd, that when perfons are fatisfied 
of the great conveniencies and advantages of this In- 
fantory or Nurfery, many charitable and religious per- 
fons will be liberal benefaftors thereunto, whereby the 
charge of the maintenance and education of the poor 
may be at leaft eafed, if not wholly taken off. 

*' But the children firft brought in, muft/r/? be pro- 
vided for out of fuch charities, 

** Thofc who intend to give or leave any fum of 
money for the provifion of any infant or infants, may, 
at the houfe, be very well fatisfied of the fund of land 

for 
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fbr the fccdrirtg thereof; and for the putting out of 
ilitfi 'chil(Jren/or '{providing for them when and in luch 
Way as (hall bre th6iight for their advantage, or siccord- 
ing^to fuch dir^f^i^'n^ -as the charhahkbenefaaot 'fhall 
dirca^' • ■■•- '- ■'- ^ ' ■ ■'■ ■ 

■ <* For 50 1. athild will be wholly provided for, bwd 
U{^;''put forth a^pf^iltice, and ib I. given him when out 
Ibf his time, tovvarfs fetting him up, hcfides *th€ bene- 
fit oif the houfe. . ' 

*' For 120I. a dhild will be wholly provided for, 
bred up, put forth to a very good trade, and ^avc 
iboi. given him' to fet up v^ithal, wken out of his 



t 
time. 



** And according to the fum or fums of money that 
fhall be given or left for or towards fuch charity, the 
fanie being fecured, as above, to their fatiisfa<9ion, the 
prodiift (hall be accounted for yearly to the juffice of 
the peace, in your Michaelmas quarter feffions, if no 
other perfon or perfons be appointed by fuch benefac- 
tor to overfee and take fuch account. ' 
"** The great conveniencies and advantages by "this 
iiurfery, will be, 

1. ** To the fatlierlefs and motherlefs, 

2. *' To the poor, the trouble and charge of breed- 
ing up fuch infants, taking them much off from earning 
their livelihoods. 

3. *' To all fuch whofe employment require, or caufe 
their abfence from their dvyeilings, as fea^faring men, 
ufers of fairs and markets. 

« 4. And 
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' From March to December, 1593, the burials are 

25,881 

But we muft dedii^ the dead by the Plague 
cf that year — — — -* — ^^9S<^: 

Died^ cxciufivc of the Plague — — ^4»38 
* So ftands the account ; but it 18 probable that mon 
died of the Plague, and fetirer of other diftempers, unlef 
We grant there were then full half as many inhabitahti 
as at this time. 

It is now one hundred years fin'ce we were affli£tec 
with a plague ; but, from .1593 ^^ 1666, the bills of mor< 
iality give account of people's dying of this diftemper, aj 
if It were as common as fevers. You will fee prefentiy, 
that in 1603, this difeafe raged very grievoully ; and thai 
thcfe cities were hardly ever free of it till the great fire ir 
1666. The houfes, as we yet fee, were built over-hang- 
ing, and the ftreets narrow and confined. Perhaps oui 
intemperance, or the cuftom of eating much flefh, to 
which we are addi£led ^ our violence in labor or exer- 
cife ; the lands then undrained in the flats of Eflex, or 
other fecret caufes, might contribute to produce a fpot-* 
ted fever. This always encreafed with the plague, an^ 
again decrcafed with it, fo that it feemed to be the fame 
kind of difeafe ; and as purples only appeared in fome 
who had the reputed plague, without buboes or car- 
huncles, and the conunon fever alio encreafed with it, 
this epidemical diftemper, which it was fo difficult to- 
tally to fubdue, feemed to arife from the &me caule. 

Or, if we judge from the length of time which it 
prevailed, beyond what is ufual in caftcrn countries, 

we 
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w^ ms^j afi^bp it to ou» dotihing; tmisumit of Jxra* 
tif^s 9s in tbe ilafttrA parts; our very furniture, fo much 
floart apt to veetppt di0 contagion than theirs ; and, in a 
vord, to our manner of* Imng^ as well at to infe^on 
a);xtdentally introduced*^ 

Though we have not atprefent any fiich diftempetp 
yet wo fee y^ft niiM>er» fwept ofF by other dUMa 
whick gain an afc^dencyw In io<90 I find there die by 
dbie bills as foltcrivs : , 

D£.C0fifv^ptions ; f^*- -'-^ — ^ : — jfyo 
Fevexs -^/... •*-• "*- -^•*" — 148 
Small P&x -r- — — —^86. 

V. .ConvdfiQUS s -^ — — — 283 

If a general innoculation of young and old, and a(s 
faft as lAfium are born^ were to ^t^ce- place, it is proba- 
ble not 8 in 10OO wouU (U^ of tbe Soiali-Pox. 

As to Corivulfions,' they relate chiefly to infants, of 
30^ho«i So many xnc^e die in tl^efe cities than the c<jln« 
mon propprtiaB* Thi^^muft-be i^mputqi to bad nurimg^ 
or bad. air, to thenlaboo^ing ^oor living in confined places} 
to fUthincfsjjprtp^ the debauchery of mothers among the 
|:oinmQ9,pooBlf,.,^ ^ 

^^, (^qnfumptipns comprehend tjie effc»9:8 of venereal com- 
pl^^ifit^ji as I fee by thofe poor, wretches who die in the 
Jl^dfht Houff^ ,txn in eljeven of thofe that die going 
off/in this . dij^empey. But confumjptions fwreep off 
fprnc* whom nature h^th formed too delicately fipr their 
une<jj^.maijii^er.Qf, Hyping. Inq)r9per death ipg, and pu- 
trified air^ in publiq^aflemblies,, as well as irregular reft, 
contribute to this difeafe. But it is an obrervatiou. of 

the 
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5. There is a fchoolmafter who teaches all the boys 
to read, fay their prayers and catc<;hifm ; there are feveral 
other perfins of feveral trades^ to teach the children fevenal 
forts of works, and bring them up therein. 

6. There is a Porter, who looks to all the children «t 
play, attends the door, and rings the bell to pray^j:^', 
dinner, and fupper. 

7. There is a Matron, or Houfekeeper, who takes care 
for provifion to be brought into the houfe, and dreiEng 
thereof for the family. 

8. There is an Afliftant to the Matter, who takes care 
pf all the children's cloaths, and of the beds and Iheets, 
that all be mended and kept in good order, 

9. There is a School Miftrefs for the girls, to Mil^ 
fay their prayers and catechifm. 

10. There is a Semftrefs, who teacheth all the girls 
to work, and make all the linen in the houfe. 

n. There is a Cook to drefs all provifipns according 
to the matron's orders. 

J 2. There is a Laundrefs belonging to the hoiife. 

13. There is an old nurfe^ to take care of all ficjf ajpd 
weak children : this nurfe hath her Jjfi/lants^ if need 
requires. 

14. There are feveral women to look after the cham- 
bers, to wafli and keep clean all the lodgings, make the 
beds, and do other neceflary work there. 

15. The books are conftantly made up evqry fhji 
Tburfday in every month, and all officers and tradcfmen, 
and others, who are concerned in the houfe, are cleared 

^off. 

16. There 
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.j[ 6. There is alfo a fegifl:er-b©ok kept, to regifter the 
names of all worthy perfons who fliall be benefactors, to 
thisr^Qod work ^ and the fame laid by for a time, to put 
the children out with it to trades^ as they grow fit ; 
otndthe JufticcS of. the Peace, once ^very year^ at the 
.Quarter Seffion, next after the feaft of the Birth of our 
Lord, yearly, have conftantly an account thereof." 
, . . I am yours, &c. J. H. 

Remarks on the Efforts made infa^vor of the Infant Poor in 1686. 

• L E T T E R XV. 

]\A^ ohfervations on the regulations mentioned in my lajly 
are^ 

1. That there was no aft of Parliament for a work 
which certainly required a law, and without which it 
could not be accomplifiied. 

2. That the Juftices fet out with appointing a Go- 
vernor \ whereas, in fucceeding days, we have found 
it moft advantageous to elefl: as many Governors as qua- 
lify themfelves by giving a certain futn of money, cfpe- 
clally where there is no fixt revenue. 

The prefent mode where gentlemen work for nothing, 
is more upon a republican plan. This has cbntribiited 
greatly td the eftablifhment of fuch c6mmunlties, frc)m 
the confideration of the divifion of the power. Our 
'natural genius, and love of limited monarchical power, 
'is however apparent in this, that we generally find om 
perfon acquires an afcendcncy : yet, if he is uncivil to 

H 2 his 
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his colleagues, or fecms t6 govern arbitrarily, in tKc 
ifliic he certainly lofes his weiglit. 

Whether our forefathers had ah'y fuch conceits 'rin 
this occafion, is not very material to clhquire ; 1 incfntiife 
it as a reafon, among fevcral other's, why this charttaMe 
jnftitution had a ihort exiftence.' "^ 

3. The burlding was ereQed under the infl*icnc?rf-of 
the Juftices, who fcem to have retained the powerof 
Biredting, but, at the fame time, cxpefling to revive 
private contributions. Their authority of ordering thii- 
ireti to be brought in to it was immediately difputcd j h 
that the whole conftitution was fapped before the form 
of it was ellablifhed. 

4. I fuppofe the Clergyman (Art. 2.) was to refidc 
on the fpot, the inferior officers being under his carc.-*- 
If the Clergyman was to do fo, and perform his duty 
well, the reputation of all Charky Houfcs would be 
fo much the higher, 

5. All the children were to learn to tvriUy (ArtJUJ) 
fo that they were rather intended for city employmcftts, 
on the plan of that antient, moft ufeful and moftr^ 
fpeftable inftitution of Chrift-Hofpital, than for huf- 
bandry, and the drudgery of life,. ,^ 

6. Several perfons were appointed to teach them fe- 
Y^ral forts of work. (Art. 5.) This might qualify them 
fpi:; mechanic arts. 

7. Nothing can |>c more eflential to the happincfs of 
tjj)e poor, than to be taught early to keep themfclycs 
clsan. (Art. 8. 10.) The'Icfs cicjmly their occupar 
^ons in life, the more nccefiaiy is cleanlinefs when 

they 
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, they;, arc not .at, ^Q^H^. la the^pean time, tight and 

whole garments, be ^hey^^verfopiuch patched, gene- 
j^lljf.Mt^Qd ,cj^ai>|ipcf§ i, and ip^ufcy .and fobriety^ are 
-tbej^9uppamQns o( }>pi^ i.fq^ tha^.tb^ virtue of the body 
.Wuii^bpiouik^eB pac;^,: and becpme ujpited^. 

8. As to young perfons h,^ying,^Wjiurfes about th^, 
-^:(^hrt».jafe.) cxperiqnge, is ^ufcful i but fweetnefs, .cleanli- 
"-ftefs^h^aUh an^ s^^bity are effentiglly neceffa^ . 

rj^^.It is a^^trua pcec^ution to pay off. all bills ni<MithIy. 

(:Art» 15.} The :W?ft part of fuchihould be paid wp^l^r 
'\y% :!>f.f^ Ijeft cbe^fe4o prevent, iqipofitions, and adagt 

l-hjeexpence t9 tfa^ income .... ,..,' 

Lani| your'?, &c. , 

Profojk^irffuide iy th^.^tLfiices of Middlije;f(j }Sc» in 168^ in/av€r 
4 t . : of ,th€ Infant Poor, 

- L'£^ TE R XVI. 

THE propofal which the Jttftices made on this oc- 
. cofion, proved! their good intentions, as. weU s^ 
the^rwretched; fitiifttidn of the infant poor at that^tiipe. 
Itis aa^follows ;r,-i; ;^>T^ ,-.■.:,,, .-^^^^ 

« A Propofal for the hiter^iu<^t\ol^ of Infants: - 

" ** Although many good provifions have been hereto- 
fore made by the charity of well diipoied perfons, for 
the maintenance and education of youth : yet no con- 
veniencV or education hath yet been thought on; or 
taken care bf, for poor^ infants^ who can leaft provide 
wtocmfclyes, or W provided fon 

> ^'H « For 
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•^ For want whereof many great evils and inconvc* 
niencies are daily found, by the wilful and carelefs 
caufing or fufFering many infants to perilh, or to fuckr 
in wicked and debauched principles, to the ruin^.as,it 
is to be feared, often of their fouls as well as bodies^. 

*^ Nowt for the remedy thereof, a general Nurfcry 
or Infantory, is recommended by his Majefty's ^uftices 
of the peace at the quarter feifions for Middl^ex aod 
Weftmnjier^ to the inhabitants therein, as by their q\t 
ders at their feveral Xeffions may appear. 

And for that purpofc, the juftices of the peace of th^ 
county of Middlefcx^ have already difpoicd of, and ap- 
propriated a great public buiUing at Clcrkenwell, 
(wbofe good examples, it is hoped, will f?on be fol- 
lowed by others) and fuch orders and provifions . ar^ 
there already made, that infants {hall be there received 
and provided for with all manner of ncccflaiics, and 
be taught to read and write, and be bred up in true re- 
ligion and virtue* 

*• And it is fuppofed, that when perfons are fatisfied 
of the great conveniencies and advantages of this In- 
fantory or Nurfery, many charitable and religious per- 
fons will be liberal benefaftors thereunto, whereby the 
charge of the maintenance and education of the poor 
may be at leaft eafed, if not wholly taken off. 

*' But the children firft brought in, muft jfr/? be pro- 
vided for out of fuch charities. 

*« Thofe who intend to give or leave any fum of 
money for the provifion of any infant or infants, mav, 
at the houfe, be very well fatisfied of the fund of land 

for 
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for the fecaring thereof j and for the putting out of 
iuch children, 'or providing for them when and in fuch 
Way as fhall be th6ught for their advantage, or Qccord- 
hig to fuch dire6^iohs as the charitahk benefa6lot- fhall 
dirc£l^ ' 

** For 50I. a child will be wholly provided for, bwd 
up; put forth appfciltice, and lol. given him wHen out 
of his time, towards fetting him up, befides *the beniss- 
fit of the houfe. 

" For 120I. a child will be wholly provided for, 
faired up, put forth to a very good trade, and have 
xool. given him' to fet up withal, when out of his 
time. 

** And according to the fum or fums of money that 
fhall be given or left for or towards fuch charity, the 
fame being fecured, as above, to their fatisfa<3ion, the 
produft (hall be accounted for yearly to the juftice of 
the peace, in your Michaelmas quarter feffions, if no 
other perfon or perfons be appointed by fuch benefac- 
tor to ovcrfee and take fuch account. 

** The great conveniencies and advantages by this 
nurfery, will be, 

1. *' To the fatlierlefs and motherlefs, 

2. *' To the poor, the trouble and charge of breed- 
ing up fuch infants, taking them much off from earning 
their livelihoods. 

3. ** To all fuch whofe employment require, or caufe 
their abfence from their dwellings, as fea-faring men, 
ufers of fairs and markets. 

" 4. And 
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4. '^ And to all fuch as woukl not otherwife k«i^ 
houres, unlcfs it were for the lookiag after, and btii;e<K^' 
ing up thclrjchildren. ' **•' 

*^ It is alfo believed this proviAon may prcrem' ttfs 
great trouble and charge to all porfons, by children hH 
and laid in the feveral parifhes. 

^' Or that at leaft it may eafe the pariihes and thtfr 
officers in providing for, and breeding up of their |MU 
rifli children. .*"" 

*' And by this education, we may be affured there-^ 
will be better fubjeiSls, better mafters, and better ap» • 
prentices and fervants, for all perfons that (hall nee4 
them. 

** And as this good work takesy many other propo- 
fals (hall be made for the taking ofF, and wholly pro- 
viding for infants for fmall fums of money, which (hall 
be fecured by certain and fufficient funds. 

'' The rates propofed for fuch maintenance and edu- 
cation are, twenty JhiUings entrance, which is for new 
cloaths and bedding. 

*' And three JhiUings per week for meat, drink, 
cloaths, and all other things for the future. 

*' The days to receive them afe Thurfdays, weekly, 
from nine till noon, at the Nurfery or Infantory at .^ 
Clerkenwell, &c. But the place and accommodation .. 
being fo much approved of by all that fee it j and the 
confluence of people thither on thofe days being great ; 
for . the greater eafe and difpatch to the bufmefs, it is 
defired that all perfons approving of the undertaking 
will come and bring in their children on the Mondays 
2 before^ 
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before, ittd leave the hatfte and age of the chiM witTi 
the oi^er tvbo is appointed to att^ftd there on tfioTe 
dajri to that purpofe. 

•^ Note, That you ttiay take the ehiW away at any 
tid»e, when you have "m opportunity of a better provi- 
iion for it, and the hew cloath^s with It." 

•Ill Febtukry 1686, we find as follot^, A copy ortfie 
reveral orders of feffioiifs,* to^e at Middle/ex and ffyt- 
l/ninflir^ for the better encouragement Of the general 
Nwrfery or College of Infants, lately ^ftkbliflied at 
CUrkenweU: with a copy of a IcttcTr \n^tten froni Ithe 
juftices to the minifters iild chufch-#ardtos of the fe- 
vera! parifhes within the faid city, after they had been 
to View the fame, fiii'cc it wis put in praiftice tliis laft 
quarter feffions. 

*' Middl.^ Ad Cener^km SeJJionem Pacts' Dom. Regis 

tent* pro Com,' Aft Jd. apud Hicks-hall in St, John-Jireet 

in Com. praed, die Lunae fcil, l^cejpmo Jecundo die 

' Februariiy Anno Regni Regis jacoli Secundi nunc An^ 

gliaey i^c, fecundo. ' . 

*• The juftices of peace for the county of Middle/ex^ 
having obferved great inconveniencies from the loofe 
way of breeding up of parifti children, whereby very 
few of them come to good ; for the remedyiiig whereof, 
they have at their quarter feffions ordered a great part 
of the Corporation TVorkhoufe at Clerkenwell for the re- 
ception 5 ^and the fame is fitted up for that purpofe, and 
excellent rules and methods are taken for their educa- 
tion in true religion and virtue; and the care thereof 

is committed to Sir Thomas Rowe^ Knt. one of his Ma- 

I jefty's 
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jetty's juftices of the peace for the fame county. And 
that the benefits and advantages thereby may be feen 
and found, for the putting the fame in pra£^ice (having 
confidered the extent and condition of the feveral pa- 
rifhes) they do hereby order the churchwardens and over- 
feers of ;the poor in the feveral pariihes here undermen- 
tioned, on or before the i8th day of March next ei^u- 
ing, to fend the proportion of children hereafter fpeci- 
fied, out of fuch pariih children. as they now have in 
their refpe6live pariflies : 

St. Giles in the Fields, five. 

St. Andrew, Holborn, five. 

St. James, Weftminfter, five. 
' St. Margaret, Weftminfter, five. 

St. Martin in the Fields, fix, 

St. Paul, Covent- Garden, /our, 

St. Mary le Savoy, five. 

Rolls Liberty, two,. ^ 

St. James, Clerkenwell, fi^e. 

St. Giles, Cripplegate, ft,ve. 

St. Clement Danes, five. 

, Per Cur. Smkh!' 

Here feems to be more promifed, than the nature of 
the cafe, in its infant ftate, could well perform. How- 
ever, we muft make great allowances for fanguine hopes ^ 
in all new cnterprizes, 

1 am, yours, &c. J. H. 



Furthtr 
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. If , 

Further Efforts of the Jufiices in 1686 in favor of the Infant 
'••■■•' Poor* 

' i I ? . • . • ■ . ■ , _ . 

L E T T E R XVII. 

'X^'dtr will perceive,- Sir^ by my laft, with what zeal 
* 'the juftices of* Middlefex were fired, in* 1686, for 
the preferVation of infants, and the education of chil- 
dren. Af the genebl quarter feffibns of the peace held 
in Wejimmfter^ in April that year, the juftices of that 
divifion confirmed what hid* been done \n Middlefex. 
In July, the Middlefexjuftices being very highly pleaf- 
ed with this new ercfted inftitution, recommended to 
the feveral juftices of the country divifions of the cotmty^ 
defiring them to communicate the conveniencies thereof 
to the church wardens and overfeers of the poor of the 
feveral divifions ; and that they {hould fend two chil- 
dren at leaft, out of every parllh, without the Bills ot 
Mortality, and fuch further number as they might think 
convenient. 

It is probable they found it difficult to reconcile the 
parijhes w/Vi/« the Bills to the defign,. However, feve- 
ral of the churchwardens and overfeers of the refpeSivc 
parifhes fent in their quotas, with a very commenda- 
tory addrefs to the bench of juftices. 

In June the next year, the grand jury viewed this College 
df tnfantsj and made a very honourable prefentment ; 
viz. that it was ^' one of the beft and moft charitable 
works that has for thefe many years iJfeen fet on foot.'* 
All the pariibes complied with the order^ and, as the 

I % account 
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account fays, very much approved, *' but St. Clement 
Efanes, whofe proportion being, but five children, on 
which the charge would have ^mounted to 28. 6d. per. 
week more than they now pay, for that reafon onIy» did 
abfolutely refufeto obey the order of the quarter fcffions." 

It is obvious that the order was not founded on law, 
the jufttcespoflcffing no coercive pawv;;and wJhether 
your parifb. had higher fentiments of liberty than others^, 
or but , a mpan opinion of the jufiices fchmne ; or 
carqd morq or lefs for their children than other pariibes ; 
it is certain tb^y did not comply with the order for 
fending in their quota of fivi children. 

In confequence of this, there was an order pf feflions, 
to examine into the (bte of the parifh infant poor be-> 
longing to your parifli, viz, 

Middl. ff. Ad GeneraUm Sefftonem Pacts Dom. Regis tenU 

pre Com. Midi, apud Hicksrhall in St. John-Stnet in. 

Com. fratP, die Lunae StciU Sexto die Decembrisy Anno> 

Regni Regis Jacebi Secundi nunc Angliacy i^c. fecundo. 

'* Whereas the churchwardens and overfeers of the 

poor of the pari(h of St. Clement DaneSy in this county, 

have been fummoned to attend this court, this prefent 

fefSons, to (hew how many poor children of the faid' 

parifli they have put out to be apprentices ^ at the 

charge of the faid parifh, for the (pace of k^tn years- 

laft paft, and their names; as alfa the names of the 

perfons to whom they put them apprentices, and the 

places of their abode, and what money they gave with 

them, and what is now become of the faid apprentices % 

And the faid officers have attended this^ court 5 but haws 

not 
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premifes, but defircd time : It is therefore thought fit, 

and ordered by this court, that It be, and it is hereby 

tecommended to Sir Thomas Rowe, Knight ; John 

Pbelips,. Efq; Thomas Done, Efq; Simon Parry, Efq; 

Jlichard, Price, Efq; and Peter Lugg, Efq; >his Majefty's 

juftices of the peace of this county, or to any two or 

.three of them, to caufe the faid church wardens, and 

overfeers of the poor of the faid parifli, and fuch other 

perfons as they think convenient to come before them,^ 

and examine the faid officers and perfons concerning 

the difpofal of -the faid pariih children for feven years 

Jaft paft, and what is now become of them. And the 

ftid juflices are hereby further defired to make a report 

to this court in writing, under their hands, hov^ they 

(hall find the true ftate of the premifes, and how they 

ihall find the mufter-roll of the parifh children, in the 

faid parifli, at the general feffions of the peace, to be 

held for this county next after Hillary term, now next 

enfuing." 

The Report. 
'^WHEREAS, by an order made at h{t Chri/lmas 
quarter fijffiQns,.it.was defired, and referred to Sir Tho- 
mas Rowe, Knt. John Pbelips, Efqi and fevcral' other 
|)i$ Majefty's jufticfs for the faid. county, to examine 
.iwbat children the parifli. of St. Clement I^ams have had 
jinder* their care for feven -years paft, apd how many of 
them have h^i^n put forth^appre^tices ; and what charge 
jt^e^pvifli. bath been at wklv. the faid children, and how 
pjany of them i^pw are in being. 
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tFe the faid juftices do report as folio weth : 

THAT^ we infpeacd the faid books, and do find 
that in the year 1679 there were then, at the charge 
of the parifti, 89 children, of which 16 were found- 
lings, all Clements, And we find that there hath been 
added to the charge of the parifli no in the following 
fix years, in all 199, of which 51 are ClemeniSy childrea 
laid in the flreets* 

We find that of thefe, 55 hath been put forth to ap- 
prentice, and that there are now in being 32 of the 
faid 55 only. 

And we find that there now remains of chil- 
dren, at the charge of the parifh, of which 13 are 
Clements^ — •— — . — — 58 

And the apprentices living, of which 3 are Cle- 
mentis — — — — — — 32 

In all 90 

We find that the ofiicers have ex- 
pended for nurfing thefe children in fe^ 
yen years laft paft, — — — >C'i943 9 o 

And for binding forth apprentices, — 109 8 o 

In all 2052- 17 o 
r And wc further find, that they have 
given away, on cxtr^iordinary charges 
at .their pleafure, fome of which are 
for the children, — — — 2708 16 5 
' . AH which we fubmit to this honourable court : 
. Tbimas Rime, Jo. PhelipSj Peter Lucyy Simm Parry.. 

I. Note* 
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1. Note, that feven years ago theparifli had 

S9 children, and there have been fince added, rio 

In all 19^ 

Of thefe (apprentices counted in) there is left 
but — — — — — — 90 

So that there are loft, and dead, in the faid 
feven years, or never werey though paid for in 
their books, — — — — — 109 

2. Note, that of 55 bound out apprentices in thefe 
feven years laft paft, which coft the parifli 109L 8s» 
there are only left 32. 

And how many of the 32 will ftay to ferve out their 
time, is to be enquired further of. 

3. Note, that 51 of the no were Foundlings, 
4dl Clements^ laid in the parifh, in fix years laft ; 
and fo take the name of Clement from the 
parifti, — — — 



Were then there. 



— — *i6i 



In all, — — — — — 67 

Now only 3* are bound out apprentices, and i^ 
are left of the number 16* ; and the 51^ all Clements, 
are all loft and dead. 

Now the parifli books have been fearched how many 
were chriftened of thefe Foundlings ur Chmentt^ or 
buried; and very few appear upon the regifter; It 
is queftionable if they ever were all there, 'diough 
faid for. ^ - 

It is much that 51 fhould die out of 67 in (evGn 
yeani. The particular money paid fpr nuriing orthefe 

children. 
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children, is 1943I. ^^s. in fcvcn years. Now jerfgc if ? 
weU difpofed."— - 

I am, yours, J. H*. .' 



I 



Remarks on the Efforts of the Jufticts in 1686. 

• I 

LETTER XVIIL 

TtPON ntf lafi Letter I have t$ remark^ 

That according lb the regiftcr of your ptrtA 
of St. Clemint Danesy in 1765, the Foundlings being ^ 
in 31 (your whole number) it is 29 per cent, of this 
particular clafs of infants. In the courfe of icven 
years from 1679, we find 67 Foundlings in 199 . 
children received by your pariih, which is 33 per 
cent. Of thefe 67, are found alive only 16, viz, ij . 
on hand, and 3 placed out, fo that 76 per cent. Wert 
dead. 

In 1679, the parifli had 89 children, and no being 
added, in the fubfequent feven years, and 90 remaining 
alive, the faving appears to be 45 per cent, but it is 
not explained how many were originally taken in as 
infants* Some part of thefe children muft have ex- 
ceeded three or four years of age, or there could not 
have been 55 bound out apprentices. 

The moft a(loni(hing circumilance of this account 

is, that of 55 placed out apprentices, 32 only (hould 

be living after the courfe of feven years, fo that 

. 41 per cent, of grown children were dead ; when, 

in the ordinary courfe of mortality, children of 6 

4 to 



to is-^«kfi5 cilci) in ftfen yeii:rs, ihouid tibt have died 
above 21 per cent, even by our bills of mortality, and 
lUn.ttfif' if they were older.- It is to be hoped that 
in this' refpeft we are much mended. 

The'ftim of r.943l.'9s. being expended on nurfing 
lof 199 children for kvcn years, is about 28 s* each per 
unnum, or fuppofiftgi; the half part dead, al. i6j>. It is 
true, part of 2708 1. i6s. 5d. was expended on children, 
t)ut, upon the whol^ irfliould feem that the allowance 
■was vtry ftrort of what it ought to have been,; and 
that thb thihWdn had V^^iy haW quarters. It is very oh- 
fervable thtrt 3 s, a ilvcek, -or 7I. i6s. per annum, was 
deemed ty the jufticesaTeafonable medium price for 
clo^ths, diet, lodgings ind all neceflaries. 

The fum of 7I. ids. is now allowed by the pai'- 
liament for the Foundlings, and they cannot be prd* 
perlyfoppofted for-a lefs fum, partfcularly in the dan- 
. gerous years of life. St. Martin in the Fields, (I can- 
not repeat it too often) pays 3s. a week, or 7I. 1615* 
per ann. clothing excluded^ and this pariih preferves itfe 
children '{6 provided for. 

Money has loft a great part of its value «fince 1686; 

but where fliall we find a fingle parifh within the Bills 

of Mortality at this day^ which makes any computatioik 

of fuch a charge? Yet it-is demonftrabk from the 

. ordinary value of labor, and the ordinary duration 

; of life fit for labor, and the general analogy -of our 

; national expence, and the produce of our lands, and of 

, our commerce, as you will fee hereafter, thsCt a life 

prcfervcd fw labor is really, what is not vulgarly con- 

¥L ceivedy 
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ceivcd, worth to the community, 291 1, ^s. od« aS 
charges paid. 

Thus, if we confider this matter in the view of po- 
litical arithmetic, as well as divine philofophy, there 
cannot be a grofler abfurdity than to fuffer the infant 
poor to die as the officers have done for ages paft, to 
prevent the e:cpence of preferving them alive. That 
the evil has arifen from this, more than from any 
other caufe, is obvious ; fo that the queftion is, whe* 
ther we fhall continue the wa^ with human nature, 
in the perfons of thcfe infants^ and dejiroy our own fellow 
fubjefts, or make peace with them, and ^r^/m;^ them ? 
In other words, whether in the height of our civilization, 
we fliall a£l in this injlance like a barbarous uncivilized 
nation, totally unlike ourfelves, and contrary to our 
general national charafter ? 

By the fmall fum of J09I. 8s. it feems to appear that 
50s, only was paid for each child as an apprentice fee; 
and this cuftom has been tranfmitted down, to the great 
i:eproach of the parifhes. Accordingly we find, th?t 
of 55 children, 22 were either dead or run away from 
their matters ; and it was doubted if the remai^ider 
would ftay with them ; fo that, though we muft cany 
'fomcthing to the account of refentment.on the part of 
the jufticcs, if the fa£l is truely reprefented, very littfe 
care was taken to whom the children were placed put. 
This is a grievous complaint, I fear too juftly, founded, 
even to this day. 

The remark which implies a fufpicion of unfair deal- 
ings, witbrefpe^t to the parifli money,, and the .children 
: . not 
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hot bciifgYound rcgiftered as to cfhriftenings or burials* 
iooks alfo like foul play ; but it might be only a flovenly 
^vay of conducing bufinefs, which has been tranfinitted 
down ' in too ' mimy inftances, 

' I believe we arc much mended in this refpedl, as we 
Sfe in cfiftihguifliing the names of Foundlings. It is 
common in the Brazils to chriften a number of Blacks 
in a row, by fprinkling water and naming fo- many 
Johns and fo many Maryi : but white children in this 
civilized country, in "one family, were furely never 
chriftened by fifties of the fame name ! 

The d^ath of 51 children in 67, in fevcn years, 
ftartled our anceftors, in the height of their complaint ; 
but ftill this leaves 514 per cent, alive : how few pa- 
Tilhes at this day can, in the fame period of feven years, 
prodi^ce half the number ! 

The fallacy of tf/Z'parifti accounts, is in the fucceflioTi of 
children ; for if the identical ones arc not followed from 
year to year, the laft year ftill produces a number which 
may incline the humane world to believe a confiderablc 
proportion are preferved ; tho' it is but a common event 
with many parifhes to condudl every child to hi« 
grave. 

We may eafily conclude, that an inflitution of this 
kind could not fubfift long on its original foundation, 
. dependant on the humour of fo mutable a body as the 
churchwardens and overfeers of the poor of the refpec* 
tive pariflies, had no ^reat event happened at that time 
to divert their attention. For it muft be obfervcd, that 
ibefe were to pay 3s. a we^k for e,^ch child, without 

. K 2 ^ny 
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any law to oblige them to it -, and they might pre- 
tend they could do it properljr for 2s. They were alfo to 
give To much power out of their hands, which, it is pro* 
bable, they would not chufe to do. This fcheme might 
preferve many children* and occafion the contiaiiance 
of an expence j whereas, in the ordinary courfe, they 
might find an eafy paflage out of this bad world, suul eai^ 
the parifh. 

Whatever the real cafe mig^ht be, I cannot learn, with 
precifion, that any confiderable progrcfs was made in (he 
defign of this inftitution. It is evident, from tt^e origi- 
nal conception, that it carried with it the. feeds of a 
fpeedy diffolution, . . 

I am. Sir, yours, J. H. 

Further Relation of the Efforts made in 1686 inflanw rflnfimts* 

LETTER XIX. 



I 



T is very apparent, that altho* the Juftices of Middle- 
fex and Weftminfter had much zeal, they were no( 
ycfted with fufficient authority to accomplifh the worl; 
they undertook. 

The 15th of Qdober, in the third year of James II, 
the Grand Jury, fworn for the body of the whole county 
pf Middlefex, at their Michaelmas feffions, in high ap- 
plaufe of the inftitution of the College of Infants, gave 
jheir public thanks to Sir Thomas Rowe for his great care 
in the prudent management of it» They alledged that 
the parifhes will fave 3I. i|.l. or 5I. each child, whicl^ 
5 they 
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ithey ^6i;^f gave as an agprieAticc . fee :. St, ^lnmtqt\ 
LbaY)& obfervcd, did not ^tticfl give aj^oyf ^ sf^ , . 

They alfo encouraged- the piriflies to fepd 9s many 
.ji^uklrea.^^a tlie houfe could receive,^, adding, that thefe 
jaxiQ^£$,Qeitmot prpyid,^. fpr them better, nor the publip 
jnonpyraifed for; the ufe of the childjren be better em- 
pWy^. They fuhjoi^i jtp. the^r gej^ci^l approval, thp 
following particular reafons. 

. *i iflk. By bretdiijg^he pariA children in thi? way, they 
will , be $a]pen as ^pprptices to very good trades, or ag 
fervants, for their education fala?, and the pariibes will 
t^y^ thf money they how give with them, and the cloaths 
they u&ially provided. 

2. That no accidental expence can b^ charged upox^ 

' them by the of&cers pf tl^e. pariflies, either for ficknefs^ 

^loathf, or any other accidents .the js. per week being 

the whQle charge in the College, and confequently tb? 

accidental book of the parifh will be much lefTened. 

3j Th^t no child can be paid for, that is »^, i\or any 

pay allpwed longer than it is alive ; and the officers of 

Ae pariflies will, with much mo^e eafe and fatisfacEUon^ 

adjuft their accounts, when they produce an acquittance 

^ fxom the houfe, for a yoi^cher. 

4. There will not be fo many children expafed in the 
parifh as now are, for it i§ believed th^t one half of the 
children left to the parilh, in the fixe^ts, is more to favc 
|:redit, and to avoid the trouble given by parifh officer^ 
about fecurity, thai^for wantof3s. per week to pay fojr 
. jtbem, had they a conveniency as in the college. 

5. Here ' 
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''* '5. rfere the wMowcr may fetde his children and go to 
the Indies for a foldier, or any 'l)lace, where he plcafeth. 
" '6. The widow may do the like. 

' 7'. The young man who by folly is extravagant, hav- 
ing placed his child here, may be free from the oppor- 
"iiinity of further folly, by the woman's coming ifter him 
Yor maintenance^ which man^ tinics is the occafibn of 
more and greater evils. 

'^. The tradefman may leave ofFhoufe-keeping,- hav- 
ing here provided for his child, and may fee it every day 
without trouble, or any further charge. 

g. The dying man may be fure of a provifion for his 
child, for leaving 50 1. to the houfc, his child is to be 
taken care of and put forth apprentice, and to haveiol, 
iDut of the 50!. to fet up withall ; whatever he may4eave 
iiiore is to be accounted for every year to the Juftices at 
tvery C^j^w<?iTeffions, if he by w/7/, leave nobody elfc • 
and the intcreft made principal ; and a good fund in land 
% how fettled for the performance hereof ; and at the 
libufe every one may be fatisfied therein. A man may 
fed may perfons who will offer to fee this done, to 
whofe care, if the money and child were left, the mo- 
rey might be loft and fpent, and the child come to the 
puifii. 

10. And for fuch as are not willing toen2:age any 
pcrfon for fccurity, they may leave a caution of money 
in the houfc, and have the fund fettled for fecurityj 
the furplufage to be returned when ^hey take away the 
child, the ufual rate of the houfe being firft paid, and no 
-queftions alkcd whofe the child is, or whence it came.'* 

You 
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You will obferve fomc grofs imputations or fuipicions 
of mal-adminiftration ; but thcfe merit, the let attention, 
from the copfideration pf a great partiality for this i|cw 
favorite defign.^ As to the improvement of th^ Poor's 
laWs, extended to the- children's growing to manhood 
and fetting up in trade, it fuppofes the charity to be cal- 
culated for commerce in great towns, not mechanics^ ncf 
labor in the field. But if effedual guards could be 
provided for a pure and diligent adminiftration of fuch a 
plan, I prefme it might be beneficial, in fome places. 

Upon the whole, feveral of thefe hints have a great 

analogy with the ^refent timesy and may be of ufe in di- 

gefting falutary regulations for the diftrefied part of 

mankind, and to guard againft the evil accidents of life : 

but in this cafe it is evident, that too much was attempted 

at once : and it is a filent lefTon to us to avoid the fame 

error on this occafion. If the faving of lives was their 

chief obje£l, they outrun their own intentions. At the 

fame time it muft be granted, that the preferving life h 

not doing all the bufinefs. Many children are fent tp 

' - ■ ■ ■ .J 
parifhes turned oi fve years old, and are entitled to great 

regard with refpeft to education. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

Enquity concerning the Remains of the Effort made in i6%6 hi 
fx'uor of tbi Infant Pcor. 

LETTER XX. 

. . * 

Nothing which regards the caufe of humanity k ui>- 
interefting to the human heart. 
The defire of information led me to Clerkenwell^ to 
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f«e if this Charlty-houre exifted ; and I found it. It is 
a fpacious building, and yet itx a tenable condition^ tbo' 
hardly equal to fo great an undertaking, as may be ima- 
gined from the fmall fum it coft. There are fome veftiges 
*of its having been ufed as a manufaftory j and Providence, 
ftill watchful over the ungrateful children of men, has re- 
ferved it for a good ufe. It is now in the hands of the 
Friends \ulgZT\y called ^akers^ aAd ftrves as their work- 
'houfe or charity-houfe, which it has been ever fince 
1702. It is the property of the county, or rented W' 
the Juftices of Middlefex, and held of them. 

There are now in it 56 boys and girls, who are taken 
in at 7, and ufually continue till they are full 14 years 
of age. The boys make nets, and the girls knit ftock- 
ings, and learn needle- work and domeftic bufinefs. Both 
fexes are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. Their 
religion and morality confift fo much in peace, funpli- 
city of manners, and a habit of ruling their paffions, that 
young perfons are qualified for the world very early ; 
the girls are not placed out as apprentices, but go into 
fervices from the fchool. The Committee gives them 
5I. after a certain time, if they behave well. 

In this houfe are alfo twenty aged perfons ; others gre 
in the country under the fame charitable direSion. This 
is the firft charity-houfe I ever walked through, wherein 
neither my eye nor my nofe were offended, except by 
the want of fome fmall repairs, and that the beds appear^ 
cd too fmall for two young perfons. 

One of the rules is, that no one (hall fmoke tobacco 
iti their lodging rooms. - ... 

Another 
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Another rule is that no fpirituous liquor fhall be ufed 
but as the Steward may direft. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. ' 

ji J^iew of our fre/ent Situation in regard to Infants^ compared * 
imth 1 686, 

LETTER XXL 

OUR prefent objcft, like that of the Juftices of 1686, 
is the prefervation of infants from an early grave. 
The Aft of the 43d Eliz. is the grand bulwark of the' 
parifh officer. Under the cover of it the greateft good, 
or the greateft evil, lie equally open to him. The King, 
Lords and Commons do not pafs bills for the taxation of ' 
the people in the exigencies of the ftate, with a more in* 
difputable authority than he does for the fupport of the 
parifh poor ; at leaft if he makes appear, that fo much 
money is neceffary, it muft be levied. 

The KGt by virtue of which this was done remaining in 
full force, thefe Magiftrates had no fubfequent authority 
whereby they could compel the officers to fubmit to their 
decifions, though they feem to have perfuaded them into 
it. As to the mode of preferving the Poor, this being 
left to the officers without cpntroU, it often happehy- 
that meafures are changed inconfiderately, and as quick-> 
ly, as the men who are to* execute the alteration. Anc^ 
it is well known that thefe will fometimes make a change 
out of mere contempt of their predeceflbrs, or to (how 
that they have the power. In the mean timf the poor 
child is bandied about^ and lofes his life* 

L y9^ 
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You muft be fcnnble. Sir, how often this is the cafe. 
It is true feme qf the pariflies in queftion ^of which your*$ 
is one) afting upon the fame falutary principle, a? the 
Juftices above mentioned, have within thefe thirty years 
paft obtained frcfli Aifts of Parliament for their particidar 
ufc. How far the end has been aniwercd in yours, under 
the conduft of fucceeding officers, you have particularly 
Jnfoimed us. In general the matter in queftion will beft 
appear by the regifters of the infant poor. 

If we confider that in this bapppy land, ii^ ^1 private 
cafes of property, to which no ftatute nor common law 
extends, we have rjccourfe to the fupreme legiflature ; 
how much njore ought mt^ tQ apfly for rcdrtfs where Ufi 
is concerned. The objeft now before us is no lefs dian 
the prefervation of thoufands^ who are under the imiie- 
^iate prote£lion of the guardians of the people 3 and if^ 
life be in danger, whether jin y^ung or old^ from any ty- 
rannical or inhuman cuftom in pariflies, or tliie want of 
the natural means of prefervation, in every circumftancc 
vrc may hope for relief. 

How it happens that no application has been made, 
nor any eftedua| rcdrefs given in fuch a length of time, 
1$ not ycry bard to conceive* The fame cai^fes which 
firft produced the efFe£k, have naturally operated for 
the continuance qf it. That it has been a cuftom tq 
puffer thefe young citizens tq die, as if it were a right 
ineafure, is indubitable. That it hath prevailed for a fe- 
ries of years is no lefs certaiii : but it doth not follow 
that it ought to \2Skf0r ever. 

M 
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to li^ymfB <Aiy in ftten yeiirs, (houid tibt have died 
above 21 per cent, even by our bills of mortality, and 
tKn.fefl' if thty were older.- It is to be hoped that 
in this' refpeft we are much mended. 

The-ftim of 1:943 K' 9 s. being expended on nurfing 
rf 199 children for feven years, is about 28 Si each per 
mnum, or fuppofiftj^ the half part dead, il. i6s. It is 
true, part of 2708 1. 16 s. 5d. was expended on children, 
but, upon the whbk if Oioutd feem that the allowance 
was vfery ftiort of what it ought to have been,, and 
that thfc thihtfen had V'fiy haW quarters. It is very ob- 
fervaWe that 35^ a #cek, t>r 7I. i6s. per annum, was 
deemed by the juftices^areafonable medium price for 
tlo^iths, diet; lodgings and all neceflaries. 

The fum of 7I. los; is now allowed by the par- 
liament for the Foundlings, and they cannot be prd* 
pcrly*fappotted for -a lefs fum, partitularly in the dan- 
gerous years of life. St. Martin in the Fields, (I can- 
not, repeat it too often) pays 3s. a week, or 7I. 16S4 
per ann. clothing excluded j and this parifh pteferves it& 
children fe provrded for. 

Money has loft a great part of its value ^fince 1686; 
but where Iball we find a fingle parifh within the Bills 
of Mortality at this day^ which makes any computation 
of fuch a charge ? Yet it - is deraonftrable from the 
tnrdinary value of labor, and the ordinary duration 
of life -fit for labor, and the general analogy -of our 
national expence, and the produce of our lands, and of 
our- cofrimerce, as you will fee hereafter, thslt a life 
preferved for labor is really, what is not vulgarly con- 

K ceived. 
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. ive were thus deterred from die prbfecution of it ; but 
'ibme benefaiSlions were made bj ft;///, as an enctmngc* 
mentto the attempt, and in cafe maj fuch hafpit2d Aioitld 
• beeftabliflied. .. ,3 

The great buftnefs of untimely death going on its bii- 
ferable courfe, in 1739 a weU*meaning old man^ Mr. 
Coranij formerly a mafter of a fliipi n the meichaf u 
tfervice, follicited for a charter for a Foundling Ib^i- 
pitaK It was fuppofed that female companion wnild 
operate the ftrongeft, and accordingly we find the follow^ 
ing lift of Ladies of the prime nobility fubfcribed to the 
requeft, viz." 

Charlotte Somerfet, M.Harold^ 

S. Richmond, F. W, and Nottingham, 

H. Bolton, E. Cardigan, 

Ann Baltoii, Dorothy Burlington^ 

J. Leeds, F. Litchfield, 

A. Bedford, A. Albemarle, 

M. Cavendifli Portland, F. Biron, 

J. Manchefter, A. Trevor, 

F. Hertford. E. Onflow, 

S. Huntington, A. King. 

The Memorial of thefe noble and generous -fpirited 
Ladles fets forth, ''That to prevent the murders* of 
poor miferable infants at their birth, or for fuppreffing 
the inhuman cuftom ofexpofing newborn infants- to 
pcriih in the ftreets, or the putting out fuch unhappy 
foundlings to wicked and barbarous nurfes, who, under- 
taking to bring them up for a fmall and trifling ibm of 
money, do often fufiFer them to ftarve for want of due 
fuftenancc or care," &c. 

Thefe, 
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■ The&5 and fuck ^dier reafons^ of which fcveral were 
ibimded in fa6iy ^aml all fuppofed to be exadUy true, 
iworked on theihiimamty of the nation, and Qaram ob- 
tained fuch countenance, that his late Majefty granted a 
\ charter for the oftahliihment of an hofpitaK 
\-./ The idea of this^ infl^tutiqn was conceived upon the, 
f»:iiKipk of Fouadiing Hofpitals in France, Portugal, 
; Venice, &c. But itjdoth not appear to have been con- 
fidered that thcfe arc but wretched means of fupplying 
thei want of a pariiK rate, and to conceal the amours of 
the Popifli Clergy^ who, it is, well known, are not per- 
mitted to marry. — It was not confidered that if fuch hof- 
pltal was intended to comprehend the moil diftreficd, and 
o^ie bofpital could not be of much ufe for the wboU 
kingdom, the bil]$ of mortality was the objed, and this 
alone would require a large fupport. 

Whatever might be imagined of an occafional mur- 
der to conceal {hame (which, I apprehend, no hofpital 
can prevent) the great evil lay in the condudl of parifli 
officers within the bills of mortality, who were in the 
habit of fuch negligence, as to bury all the Infant Poor 
left in their hands. 

Thus, inflead of making a vigorous application for 

the means to anfwer the particular exigency in its full 

.latitude, our piety led us upon a diffufc plan of z general 

. reliefs though at the fame time the means ufed were, ia- 

4:ornpetent for the particular objeft. 

. Under fo powerful a patronage, there might have been 

, refifon to hope tljiat fome great afidefFeilual remedy would 

..|j^vg been, provided. . But it i^. plain, from the event, that 

.. the 
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cM matter was not rightly underftoocl* The pariib of- 
ficers fhonld, on this occafion, have told tbdr melancholy 
fiory, and what had happened to them and dieir pre* 
deceflbrt, and oiFered to concur in any reafonable mcafure 
to prevent the continuance of fo dreadful a calamity, and 
alfo to pay for the prefervation of thehr children, if the 
means of doing it could be found. Butf inftead of wR'ing 
thus, they were as filent as the grave which had receiv- 
ed fo many thoufands from their hands. 

The execution of this dcfign being undertaken on 
private fubfcriptions, there feems to have been no prof- 
peft, after the novelty of it ceafed, of ever acquiring, by 
fuch means, a fufEcient fupport to anfwer the end. A 
partial colleftion might prey on the humanity of ifiJWf- 
duals for a fmall objeft, but never could be adequate'to 
the whole want. 

However, money fufEcient was raifed, and a large and 
commodious building and chapd, in a very healthy and 
convenient fituation, erefted, not under the name of a 
Foundling Hofpital, but, as the charter declares, an Hof- 
pital for the Maintenance and Education of expofed and 
dcferted Young Children. If it had been called jfn Hof, 
fiial for the Reception and Education of Parijh Infant Pm^ 
within the Bills of Mortality^ the name would hstve coir- 
refponded with our greateft wants. 

■' The true and precife idea would not have been ab- 
sorbed in the general good propofed. The urility of 
the defign might have been preferv«d without its being 
fubjeil to any abufci This would probably have hap- 
pened. But the Gonfequence of the miftake in our po- 

litic* 
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Aey ^!mi\y gave as an agprpAticc . fee :. St, fl^tmcgt's, 
I'hzvf^ obfcrvcd, did not 4l;iC!n give aboyf ^ s^ t 

They alfo encouraged- the piriflies to fepd ^ many 
jiuWrea.^thc houfe could receive^, addingj.that thefe 
jMuriihes. caftnot prpvid,?. fpr them better, nor the publip 
money iraifed for:, the ufe pf the cbildjr^n be better em- 
ployed. They fuhjoif tp. thejir ge;ier;5d approval, thp 
following particular reafons. 

. *^ iflk. By brc«dii?gttlia parilk children in tbi? way, they 
imnll . be taken as ^pprptices to very good trades, or ag 
fervants, for their education fake, and the parishes will 
&v^ thf mox^y they now give with them, and the cloaths 
they u&ially provided. 

2. That no accidental .expence can b^ charged upox^ 
them by the of&cers pf tl^e. pariflies, either for ficknefs^ 
jdoathf, or any other accidents .the js. per week being 
jthe whole charge in the College, and x:ojafcquently. tb? 

' fiqcident^l book of the parifh will be much lefTened. 

3j Th^t np child can be paid for, that is ndt^ i\or any 

pay allowed longer than it is alive j and the ofiicers of 

Ae pariflies will, with much mo^e eafe and fatisfaaion^ 

adjuft their accounts, when they produce an acquittance 

^ fxom the houfe, for a yoi^cher. 

4. There will not be fo many children expafed in the 
parifh as now are, for it i§ believed th^t one half of the 
children left to the parifli, in the fixe^ts, is more to fave 
f:redit, and to avoid the trouble given by parifh officer^ 
about fecurity, thai^for want of 3 s. per wee^: to pay fojr 

. jthem, had they a conveniency as ift the college. 

5. Here ' 



ift^^the power naturally re^'erts into the fame hands as 
before, a parifh or two excepted. 

The general drift of the antient Poor's Law, woujd , 
anfwer the purpofe, if it could be executed with judge-, 
ment,* and with a zealous and finccre intention to 
preferye this claft of our fellow citizens who are thus 
diftrefled : but without fuch intention reduced to prac- 
tice, .what can be expefted ? Nothing is governed by 
chance. 

From the time the Foundling Hofpital, for fo we call 
it, began to receive children on the contraSed plan I have 
mentioned, it was about ten years, when I had an op- 
portunity of examining what had pafled in the parifhes, 
from 1750 to 1755, and I found as follows ; 

Born and char- ali've in 

received . ged, Dead^ 1755. 

St. George, Hanover-fquare, 288 115 J37 36 

St. Luke, Middlefex, -- — 53 53 

St. Giles in the Fields, and 1 

C4IS 228 169 18 
St. George, Bloomlbury, J 

St. Andrew above Bars, and 7 

^284 57 222 5 
St. George the Martyr, 3 -"' ^ 

St. Ann, Weftminfter, — 66 ' 30 28 8 

St. Saviour, Southwark, — 156 91 56 9 

St. Paul, Shad well, — — 32 11 12 9 

St. Martin in the Fields, ~ 312 147 158 7 
St. Margaret and St. John, ^^ ^^ 

Weftminfter, ^ 

J^mbeth, — — 7^ 53 ^3 

5 Chrift 
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You will obferve fomc grofs imputations or^fu^icions 
of mal-adminiftration j but thefe merit, the Jefe attention, 
from the copfideration pf a great partiality for. this i|cw 
favorite defign.^ As to the improvement of thq Poor's 
laws, extended to the. children's growing to manhood 
and fettingup in trade, it fuppofes the charity to be cal- 
culated for commerce in great towns, not mechanics^ ncf 
labor in the field. But if efFeSual guards could be 
provided for a pure and diligent adminiftration of fuch a 
plan, I prefme it might be beneficial, in fome places. 

Upon the whole, feveral of thefe hints. have a ^reat 
analogy with the ^refent times^ and may be of ufe in di- 
gefting falutary regulations for the dlftrefTed part of 
mankind, and to guard againft the evil accidents of life : 
but in this cafe it is, evident, that too much was attempted 
at once : and it is a filent lefTon to us to avoid the fame 
error on this occafion. If the faving of lives w^s their 
chief obje£l, they outrun their own intentions. At the 
fame time it muft be granted, that the preferving life is 
not doing all the bufinefs. Many children are fent tp 
parifhes turned o{ five years old, and are entitled to great 
regard with refpeft to education, 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

Enquiry concerning the Remains of the Effort made in 1686 hi 
fan^or of the Infant Fcor, 

LETTER XX. 

. . = ■ :-r 

Nothing which regards the caufe of humanity \b ui>- 
interefling to the })uman heart* 
The defire of information led me to Clerkcnwell, to 
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Wc fee that St. Luke Middlefex, Lambeth, and St 
James's Weftminfter, the difcharged and dead ballancc 
the born and received : fo that not one child was reared 
by thofc pariihes. 

By this account, St. Giles's had 3 per cent, alive. 

St. Andrew above bars, 4 ^ per cent. 

St. Martin in the Fields, 2 per cent. 

It is very 6afy to conceive how fhort a time thdOj 
2, and 4 -^ might live, for even St. Martin's, which, ^ 
the reform made, has done fo wonderfully in 1765, with 
regard to the number of children it fcnt into the coun- 
try, yet, for time immemorial, before the year- 1756, I 
have heard it freely acknowledged that this parifh was 
not known to rear a fingle child. Now, if this be the 
^ cafe, or in any degree like it, with regard to feverd 
parifhes to this day, (for very few yet imitate the prcfent 
condu£l of St. Martin's) are we not called upon by Hea- 
ven and Earth to feek a remedy for fo dreadful a difeafe^ 
which, in a literal fenfe, fweeps off fo many of our fellow 
Citizens ? 

I am willing to charge the evil to the account of cuf- 
torn, which has countenanced a barbarity, rather than fay 
thofe who continued the cuftom were barbarous. Se- 
veral pariflies are mending ; and as to the authors 
of the evil, they arie like the waves in agitation, which 
are loft in a calm. 

' If thefaft is difputable, we muft call on thofe who de- 
ny the charge, to produce an authentic regifter oF their 
parifli children nurfed from their infancy, and placed 
out apprentices, for thefe feventy or eighty years paft, or 

as 
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as long a time as they can produce it, and we fliall then 
fee what kind of evidence it will be, for or again^ the 
fiiit. I am, Sir, yours, J. H. . 

Indifcriminate Reception of Children hy the FoundUng HpffitaU an4 
the e^vil Confequences of it^ 

LETTER XXIV. 

Forgetting our forrows for a while, for the lofs of fa 
many of our children, let us haften to the confide- 
ration of the Jubilee year 1756, the grand epocha of 
thefe infants, when they were to have as fair a chance 
of life as the governors of the Foundling Hofpital could 
give them. 

The humanity of the legiflature, at the breaking forth 
of the French war, in 1756, led them to hope, that by 
opening the doors of that hofpital for an indifcriminate 
reception, they fliould fave a great number of lives, and 
fo far recruit the nation. Alas, the true objeft was ftill 
Qverlooked ! By being appropriated to the kingdom at 
large, the peculiar energy which the law might have had 
to preferve thofe who were in the utmoft diftrefs with- 
.in the bills of mortality, was in danger of being utterly 
loft. From the moment they were blended with others 
in general, the diflblution of the plan was threatened. 

A general expence for a Jocal benefit, might have been 
obje£led to ; but an obligation on the parifties here to 
pay for each child they fent, and a requifition to fend 
their children thither, could not have been fubjedl to re- 
proach. The true obje£l being again overlooked, feveral 
mighty evils fprang up immediately from the humanity of 
■ yi z the 
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.(be legiflature« InfanU dying at the rate of only- 14 or 
. j6 in 100, in villages 50, ioo» or.200 miles diftanr, were 
. fent to town, oftentimes in a manner too fhameful to re- 
late, ' to take their fortune with thofe who had died at 
xauT doors by 60 or 70 in 100, in one ye^r. 

The confecjuenccs of bringing infants from fuch dif? 
tances ; the temptation thrown in the way of parents to 
defert their children ; the parifh officer to force the 
child from the bread of the weeping mother for fe»it, 
ihould be a burthen to the parifli 5 the reputed father 
to drag his child to the hofpital at all events ; and the 
marriage, which, in fimiiar cafes of amours, had before 
this time ufualjy taken place, being now negleded, thefe 
^nd fuch like eyils growing from an indifcriminate re- 
peption, made it very apparent, that wc were throwing 
4own with one hand fafter than we built up with the 
other : and that to ayoid doing harm, with refpe£l 
^ the country children, wc fhould be again obliged to 
abandon the infant poor of the Bills of Mortality. 

Befidjss this, the difficyky of obtaining a fufficient 
number of good and able nurfes for fuch a multitude of 
jrfiildren brought from alj parts, was very obvious. Prb- 
yifion might have been made very decently for ipoo or 
1200; but 40C0 annually crowded in, on the backs of 
each other, was oppreffiyc to the human heart to think* 
of ; and it was morally impoffible to be done in a proper 
inanner. 

. Thpfc who may infer from hence that this hofpital can • 
proceed no better with the parifhes. in queftion, muft rcr 
jCQllefl: that 33 in 100 ar^ preferred, which to all appear- * 

ance 
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lante is ten tim^ as many as the parifhes will fave, 
SIS the event already proves in the nioft fatisfaftory 
maAner. 

As to the great artide of nurfing, it ought to be ob- 
ferved, that in 1765, rio lefs than 1034 in 1795 parifh 
^faats exceeded the age of fix months, and many were 
jof J, 2, and 3 years did, though the mortality of theta 
is fo heavy as appeart;by thwRegifters. Hence we may 
tjufiiy 'infer, that thpfe who apply to pariihes for 
relief, do not all bring children at the breaftf and y^ 
may alfo tronclude that the diftrefs for wet .nurfes, 
though great, fo near thefe vaff cities, is not fo ter- 
luble an objc;&, in di^- cafe, as maybe imagined^ ' '" 
:.Spa)4^ women having loft their own children, offer 
their fervices as nurfes : fome do it, having weaned their 
child : i^d a ftrong^yoang woman fometimes fuckles 
|two children ; I am fure they often attempt it : and 
fome arp adep^ in dry nurfing. To improvis ani in- 
ftruft women in methods of dry nurfing,. where thebreafl: 
ca^ot be had, is a circun^ilance of the greateft imp^r- 
t;^nce, were it only for the. fake of thefe pariih infsmtt. 
withjn the Bills of Mortality : But let a woman be ever fp^ 
great a proficient, fhe (hould not be trufted withabove twa- 
at a time, of infants under eighteen months old, nor withi 
aboy^ three others under fix. Confideration.fbould be-- 
alfo bad to the £^flfints who are about her 5 the place af ' 
to air 5 the habitation as to magnitude, and the convB^-" 
niency Ibe polftflea ;• and if a decent price is given "Her 
for. each cbild^* nothing- of Ais- kind will -be ' our of ^ 
feer rqich. If you will give a \v9man. axiy ^number of" 

.childreij 
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children in town, and pay only 2s. a week each, I 
make no doubt but you will find fuch, and that the 
children will afiuredly die in her hands. 

I once heard a very ingenious dodtrine on this fubjeil. 
If, fays my friend, a woman is a good woman, 2s. 6d, 
will do as well as 3s. and if {he is not a good woman, 
no price will avail. Suppofc we were to tell a foldier, 
** Friend, if you arc a prufttent temperate man, and con- 
tent yourfelf with bread and water, three-pence a day will 
do for you extremely well ; and if you are not prudent, 
fix-pence will not avail you ?" What would he fay ? 
Would he think you were worth fighting for, when 
common labor is worth nine-pence to eighteen-pencc 
per day ? But fix-pence a day is 3s. 6d. a week for 
himfelf only, and he gets what elfe he can. * 

The Governors of the Foundling Hofprtal ttiight be 
fometimes impofed on by a woman's pretending to fuckic 
a child, and give it no milk from her breaft, or a very 
fcanty allowance. In order to get good nurfes they 
fent children to nurfe 20 to 40 miles diftant ; the 
numbers upon the plan of indifcriminate reception were 
f^ great, they could not do otherwife. 

Still they have reared one in three^ or 33 in ico : and 
if fuch care and expence are beftowed, as common hu- 
manity prefcribes, and as the authority for levying parifh 
rates renders prafticable, there can be no doubt but that 
Providence will befriend the poor parifh infants, as it 
does the reft of mankind. 

The evils which fprung from this indifcriminate re- 
ception were fuch, it at length determined the Houfe* 

of 
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J Thefe, and fudt^dier reafons^ of which (everal were 
•funded in fa£ly. and sdl fiippofed to be exadly trae, 
.' iwoticed <>n thei'hifmamtjr of the natiiin^ and Coram ob- 
tained fuch countenance, that his late Majefly granted a 
iichartec for the oftahliihmeiU of an hofpital. 
.li./iTbe ideaojF thia^inftitution waa conceived upon the. 
. fffincipk of Fouadluig Hofpitals in France, Portugal, 
-((Venice, &c. But xtjdoth' not appear to have been con- 
ivfidcred that thcfe iatc but wretched means of fupplying 
tha want of a pariih^rate, and to conceal the amours of 
.rthePopifli Clergy^ who, ijt is, well known, arc not per- 
mitted to marry. — It was not confidered that if fuchiiof- 
pital was intended to comprehend the mod diftreficd; and 
o^e liofpital tould not be of much ufe for the whole 
kingdom, the bills of mortality was the obj.ed, and this 
alone would require a large fupport. 

Whatever might be imagined of an occafional mur- 
der to conceal (hame (which, I apprehend, no hofpital 
can prevent) the great evil lay in the condu6l of parifh 
officers within the bills of mortality, who were io the 
habit of fuch negligence, as to bury all the Infant Poor 
left in their hands, 
I . Thus> inflead of making a vigorous application for 
,,th^ means to anfwer the particular exigency in its full 
, Jaftitude, our piety led us upon adiffufe plan of zgemral 
^relief i tinow^ at the fame time the means ufed were, in- 
x^ompejtent for the particular objeft. 
. Under fo powerful a patronage, there might have been 
.^ iref^fpn to hope tbat fon^e great afid effe(5lual remedy would 
.^J^^ve been.provided. . But it i^ plain, from the event, that 

. the 
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being explanatory of fome difficulties which it was hard* 
Ij poifible thofe who had not experimental knowledge 
in the executive part could fully digeft. I then men- 
tioned fome further propofals as an effort of humanity to 
try what might be ftruck out in relief of the real dif- 
treiTed ; but I found almoft tvery mode of reception 
liable to great mixtures of evil, the Bills of MortcStji 
Infant Poor, excepted. If thefe arc produced, through the 
regular channel of the pariihes, and are, by a coercive 
law, fent from a place where they die in fo vaft a pro- 
portion, to a place where one in three are prcferved, fo as 
to be apprenticed out, there can no difficulty arife of any 
weight, to obftruft fo falutary a meafure. 

As we are by genius, fpirited, dauntlefs and refolute, 
we have alfo a confiderable portion of that inconftancy 
which cleaves to affluence znd liberty ; or in other words, 
to the power and ability of doing almoft what we pleafe: 
and it feems to arife from this ciiife, that we fo often 
go into extremes. 

This was the cafe with regard to the Foundling Hof- 
pital. From doing too much, which created mifchiefj it 
was determined to do nothing. Thus in March 1760, 
thefe infant poor, as I have mentioned, were, by an 
inevitable confequence, driven back to their old quar- 
ters, the habitations of death and the grave. 

To fee the good which had been done ceafe, though 

the evil blended with it was removed, could not but dili 

trefs the mind of every man who had the objeft at heart* 

It bad long been familiarized to me, and this event fet 

5 mc 



[ 89 ] 

me.upon thinking of refourccs how to anfwcr fo extreme 
an exigence. 

T))e humanity of the I^egiflature being again invoked, 
the leffions of I76(= and 1762 produced an ASt for the 
regular uniform annual Regijicr of all parifli poor un- 
der four years of age, within the Bills of Mortality* 
It was thought, if this did not at once accomplifh all 
that was neceflary to be done, it would be the fureft 
way of inveftigating tSie fubjed : If we could not de- 
(Iroy the monfter, we might take it prifoner : and 
though it was forefeen that fome would treat it as an 
unmeaning kind of inftrument, what it really is in its 
nature and tendency, the event fully proves. 

After gratifying your curiofity, and furnifliing fo 
much matter for obfervation, as to what paft under the 
diredion of the juftices in 1686, it is proper to inform 
you circumftantially of what the Parliament of Great 
Britain thought expedient to be done, as above mention^ 
cd, in 1762. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

Heads of tht Bill fir the Regifter of the Infant Farijh Poor, 
hegun in 1762. 

LETTER XXVI. 

IT would not have anfwered any great purpofe to have 
compiaiAed aloud, and might have created an oppo- 
fition. The bill fays only» 

" N <' Whereas 
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.** Whereas the keeping regular, uniforoi, and an- 
nual regifters of all parifh poor infants under four years 
of age, within the biils of mortality, may be a means 
of prefcrving the lives of fuch infarfts ;" It goes on 
to enaft, 

1. That the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor 
of every parifh within the bills of mortality, or fomc 
one or more of them, fliall, on or before the firfl day 
of July, in the prefent year 1762, provide, or caufc to 
be provided, at the expence of their refpe«ftive parifh, 
one book of royal paper j and the book belonging to 
fuch refpedtive parifh wherein there is or Jhall he any 
workhoufej hofpital^ or other houji or place provided for the 
maintenance of the poor^ fhall in every page be ruled with 
diftinft columns, and the title of each column fhall be 
wrote or printed in fuch page, agreeable to the fchedule 
annexed, marked (A). 

2. And the book belonging to each refpedlive parifh 
wherein there is not, nor fhall be, any fuch workhoufc, 
hofpital houfe, or place, fhall in every page be ruled 
with diftinfl: columns, and the title of each column 
fhall be wrote or printed in fuch page, agreeable to the 
fchedule hereunto annexed, marked (B). 

3. That the faid churchwardens and overfeers of the 
poor, or. Ibme one or more of them, fhall enter, or 
caufe to be entered, in the book belonging to their 
refpeftive parifh, and provided in purfuance of this aiS, 
all the infants under the age of four years ^ which, on the 
faid firft day of July, fhall be in the workhoufc, or 
workhoufcs, hofpital or hefpitals, or other houfe or 

4. houfes, 
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houfes, place or places, provided for the maintenancB^ 
of the poor of each parifh refpedively^ or under the 
care of the faid churchwardens or overfeer^ of the 
poor, with the times when they were received, their 
names, age, and whatever defcription relates to them, 
•as far as can be traced, being agreeable to the fcbc- 
dules annexed, 

4. That from and after the faid firft day of July, all 
infants under the age of four years, who fliall be brought 
to any workhoufe, or hofpital houfe, or place provided 
for the maintenance of the poor, or be under the care 
of the faid churchwardens or overfeers of the poor> in 
their refpeftive parilhes, or any of them, {hall be, by 
the faid . churchwardens or overfeers of the poor, or 
fome one or more of them, or by the diredion or 
command of fori^e one or more of them, entered re- 
gularly in the book aforefaid, with the times of their 
admittance, and all circumftances relating to them, 
agreeable to the titles and heads of the columns in the 
faid fchedules mentioned and fet forth. 

5. That the firft annual regifter hereby intended 
and dire£Ved to be kept, ihall commence on the faid firft 
day of July, and Ihall end on the thirty firft day of 
December enfuing ; and, after that time, the faid an- 
nual regifter fliall commence the firft day of January, 
and end the thirty firft day of December following. 

f 6. That after the expiration of each year, the names 
of all the infants under four years of age, then living 
and regiftered in the faid annual regifters^^ and not dif- 
charged from being under the care of the churchwar- 
« N 2 dens 
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ckns or cverfcers of the poor, (hall be transferred to 
the regtfters for the year enfuing, under their proper 
dates of reception, and under the defcription in which 
they ftand in the preceding regifters, .previous to any 
further entry ; fo that each annual regijler Jhall cmtain a 
full and dljiindl regijler of the whole number of infants un^ 
der the age abovement'mied^ under the care of the parifli 
at that time, as well as the children received under 
the faid age, in the current year, without being inter- 
mixed or blended with the deaths or difcharges of any 
in the preceding years. 

7. That the faid annual regifters, and every of them, 
(ball be figned within thirty days after the expiration 
of each refpeftive year, by the veftry, or any five of 

'them, and by the churchwardens, overfeers, veftry 
clerk, and mafter of the workhoufe, for the time be* 
ing ; and where there is no veftry or veftry clerk, hf 
the churchwardens, overfeers, and mafter of the woik- 
houfe ; and where there is no mafter of the workhoufe^ 
by the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor. 

8. That in cafe any infant is received into the work* 
houfe or under the care of the faid churchwardens or 
overfeers of the poor, before the faid infant is baptized, 
or knov^n to be baptized, due care fliall be taken to bap- 
tiajc, the fame within fourteen days after the reception of 
fuch infant, fo that the chriftian and the true funuune^ 
if known, and, if not known, a fumamc to be given 
by the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor, cmt any 
one of them, be regularly entered in the faid book ; 
and the name and furname of fuch infant (hall alfo 

be 
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be xcgiftcrcd in the parifh-regifter of fuch parifh : a]|i 
in cafe of a difficulty of diftinguiihing chiUren, fome 
proper mark ihall be affixed to the child's cloaths, or 
bung round his or her neck. 

g. That nothing herein contained (hall extend, or 
be conftrued to extend, to fuch children whofe parents 
receive money frofn the parifh in aid of the mainte- 
jiance and fupport of fuch children, they not being ia 
the workhoufe or other parifh houfe. 

10. That a copy of the faid regifter wrote up, from 
time to time, fhall, every month, be laid by the veftry 
clerk, or other perfon appointed for that purpofe, before 
the refpe£live veftries, or other parochial meetings af- 
fembled in veftry, that the fame may be revifed by 
them. 

11. That the faid copy of the regifter being com- 
pleted at the end of the year, Ihall be depofited in the 
veftry-room, or other place of parochial meetings, to 
remain there for the ufe of the veftry-men, or other 
parochial meetings. 

12. That the' original regifter- book fhall remain and 
be carefully preferved and kept with the reft of the 
parifh-books in the hands of the parifh officers for the 
time being. 

13. That all the refpeftive parifhes within the hilh 
of mortality by the hand of their veftry-clerk, or, 
where there is no veftry-clerk, by the hands of the 
churchwardens, or one of them, fhall, on or before 
the fifteenth day of February in every year, deliver fair 
copies of their refpedlve regifters of children under 

the 
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Ac age of four years, figncd in manner hereby direited"^ 
into the hands of the clerk of the mafttfr, wardens^ 
and court of afliftants of the company of parifli-clerks^ 
or fuch perfon as the faid maiter, wardens, and court 
of afTiftants of the faid company, fhalT appoint, he 
leturning a receipt for the fame (igned by himfelf. 

14. 'I'hat the faid clerk, or other perfon appoihted 
by the faid mafter, wardens, and court of affiftants of 
the faid company, fliall receive the faid copies of rcgi* 
fters, and cau(e the fame to be bound in a book, col* 
fcding and ranging together the regiffers of the 

gy parifhcs within the walls of the city of London, 

17 parifhes without the walls of the city of London^ 

23 parffhes in Middlefex and Surry, 

10 parifhes in the city and liberty of Weftminffer, 
ui alphabetical order j and m this order he fhall, on 
or before the 25th day of March in every year, make 
out„ or caufe to be made out^ one general abftraiS of 
the fame. 

15. That the faid regjfters of the refpcAive parifhes-, 
together with the faid general abftraft, being bound 
in a book together, fhall remain depofited in the hands 
and cufiody of the faid mafler, wardens,, and court oi 
affiftants of the faid company of parifh- clerks-. 

16. That the faid clerk, or other perfon appointed 
by the faid mafter, wardens, and court of affiftants of 
the faid company of parifh clerks, fhall print, or caufc 
to be printed, the faid general abftrafl, and deliver fix 
copies thereof to ^very veftry-clerk, or to one of the 
churchwardens, of all the refpecHve parifhes vrithin 

the 
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the bills of mortality, for the nfe of the parifliioncn 
and pariih officers. 

ly* That for and in confideration of the expence anj 
trouble of receiving the faid copies of regifters, maktnj; 
an exaft abftraft thereof, binding the regifters and ak- 
ftrads in a book to remain as a depofitory of tfaefartie, 
printing the general abftra^^ diftributing the copies 
thereof, with other contingent expence^ relating to the 
fame, each parlfli fhall, by the hands of the veftxy- 
clerk or churchwarden, pay into the hands of the clerk 
or other perfon appointed by the faid mafter, wardens^ 
and court of affiftants of the faid company of parifh 
clerks, the fum of fifteen fhillings at the time the faid 
copies of regifters are delivered to him, he pafEng a re- 
ceipt for the fame. 

1 8. That if any churchwarden, overfeer of the poor^ 
veilry-man, clerk of the veftry, mafter of the worJc- 
houfe, mafter or warden of fuch company of parilh- 
clerks, or any clerk of fuch company, or any other 
perfon or perfons, (hall negJeft his duty as directed ia 
ajid by this aft, fuch churchwarden, overfeer of the 
poor« clerk of the veftry, or mafter of the workhoufe, 
mafter or warden of fuch company of parifli- clerks^ 
or fuch clerk of fuch company, perfon or per- 
fons, fliall,. for every oiFence, forfeit and pay to the 
informer. the fum oi forty Jhillings | to be recovered he- 
fore any one of his Majefty's juftices of the peace, 
and to be levied by diftrefs and fale of the goods and 
chattels of the offender, by virtue of a warrant under 
the hand and feal of fuch juftice before whom the fame 

ihall 
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ihall be recovered, dircdlcd to any eonftable or other 
peace officer." Thefe are the heads of the A£l, and 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

Remarks on the AQ for the Regifier of the Infant P^or^ 

LETTER XXVfl. ■ 

WHEN this a£l was folliciting, fomc perfons 
of great note objected to it, as a thing unne'^ 
ieffary^ prefuming the duty to be already done ; and that 
cither there were no fuch evils exifting as the 2jQi fup- 
pofed, or that it could not be a means to remedy 
them* 

As to the pajl^ you have feen that I had already cxj^* 
mined the regifters, for feveral years ; and could not 
miftake as to the great point of mortality. — And as to 
what was to come^ time only could ^demonft rate. 

This aft at firft gave occafion in fome parifhes, to 
demand twice as much as formerly, viz. 15I. to 20I. 
with each baftard child -, though in fa£l nothing lefs than 
•50 1. can be deemed adequate to the fupport of a life. 

As the principal objedls are the children under 12 
months old, the AhJlraSl (hould be rendered more par- 
ticular in this point, and it Is fo far improvable, viz. at 
(j) may be inferted, Of whom were under i2 months oli\ 
and at {V) Of whom were under 12 months old* 

By fuch parifli-regifters, as are kept with exa£biefs, 
any child may be eafily traced out* And if they arc 

not 
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being explanatory of feme diiEcultics which it was hard^ 
Ij poffible thofe who had not experimental knowledge 
in the executive part could fully digcft. I then men-~ 
tioned fome further propofals as an effort of humanity tx^ 
try what might be ftruck out in relief of the real dif<>^ 
trefied ; but I found almoft every mode of receptioi^ 
liable to great mixtures of evil, the Bills of Mortality^ 
Infant Poor^ excepted. If thefe are produced, through tfa^ 
regular channel of the parifhes, and are, by a coercive 
law, fent from a place where they die in fo vaft a pro-*-* 
portion, to a place where one in three are preferved, fo 7cm^ 
to be apprenticed out, there can no difficulty arife of anjr - 
weight, to obftru<^ fo falutary a meafure. 

As we are by genius, fpirited, dauntlefs and refolute, 
we have alfo a confiderable portion of that inconftancy> 
which cleaves to affluence ^xA liberty ; or in other wonia^* 
to the power and ability of doing almoft what we pleafe: 
and it feems to arife from this csfufe, that we fo often- 
go into extremes. 

This was the cafe with regard to the Foundling Hof- 
pital. From doing too much, which created mifchief^ it 
was determined to do nothing. Thus in March 1760, 
thefe infant poor, as I have mentioned, were, by an 
inevitable confequence, driven back to their old quar- 
ters, the habitations of death and the grave. 

To fee the good which had been done ceafe, though. 

the evil blended with it was removed, could not but difji 

trefs the mind of every man who had the obje6l at hearts 

It had long been familiarized to me, and this event fet 

5 Ric 
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not fo kipt, every officer in the parifh mentioned* in tbf 
aft, is fubjedl to the penalty direfted by the law, for 
- every offence, which will amount to a confiderable 
c fum. 

By the article i8, the penalties extend to church- 
wardens, overfeers, veftrymen, clerks of veftries, and 
matters of workhoufes ; and as the minifter generally 
makes one of the veftry, it behoves him more par- 
ticularly to fee that juftice be done to thefe poor 
infants. ^ 

It is alfo prefumed, that the humanity of the clergy 
will induce them to lend a tender eye, and fee what 
is paffing, that there may not be any departure from 
the fenfe and commandment of the aft, as well-know- 
ing that the cries of fuch poor infants cannot eafily 
, reach the lofty domes or palaces of lords or gentle- 
tien, either in their private or legiflative capacities. 
They muft be informed, before they can redrefs ; nor • 
6ught we to expeft miracles, but a decent confcientious 
regard to the laws of humanity. 

The 6th article provides that each regifter JhaU contain 
a full and dijitn£l regijier of the whole number of infanti 
under four years old. 

It ought therefore to be clearly exprefied as a title at 
the head of each divifion in the regider, (though the 
fame (heet fliould contain the whole) viz. Children 
transferred from the year to the year , ex- 

f^refitflg the date when firft taken, fo that each regifter 
centiain at \tz^four diJlirMions of years. The ahJlraSf 
made by the conppany of parifh-clerks, cannot include 

O thofe 
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(hofe diftin£Uon5, and it is therefore the.'inore laborionf 
to^ trace out the real flate of the children, • ..- 

Moft part of the regtftups mention :tbe yean in ^h»!^ 
•iumn, with a needUfs repetition of thern* The tkUM^^ 
the ]rear as abovementioned would, anfwer the puqxjft 
more diftindlly. ■ ■ - 

Some few of the regifters make nordiftinAion of one 
year's receipt from another. In fuch- the children viw^\A 
appear to be all of the fame year, &nd as if no traosffr 
had been made, except by obfciving the months. 
. In the genera] view, I confider the abftrad of 1 765 
as of fo many children received in that year, maki^ 
fiich diftinftioni as hereafter mentioned. 

Upon the face of the abflrad of-'- 1764, thece uppean 
ttf have been living, transferable to 1765, 
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*"' "Sb^ Aat thfffc' 5^3 and 77, in the feircral rcglfters of 
1 765, ought td ftan4<[uiiW aiftinft as fy many traixferred 
ftdiil- ifhti fo many from 1763; fo many from 1764 : 
Whelr^as'ther^doth hot appear diftinguiihed, by a^y 4httc 
'6P^fear, ^fucha^h umber ; confequentty it becomcg ne- 
ceflary to trace the children by name^ to fee if the idcnri- 
tit) dAes are trahsferred, or dropt in the gulph of obli- 
vion; However^ ifiail things elfe were fair, and a9 they 
01dt|}d bey va the^-great point of mortality, we might 
wink at fome little inaccuracies. = /. 

I hope' we fliaU hereafter be better able to trace every 
one fh)m the birth or itiception, to a fcene of health and 
vigor in the pure air of feme country viliagc.-rr-In the 
rnedn^tirh^, the veftij clerks and othersr will do thom- 
felves the juftice toconform to thcplain letter as msXi ^6 
fenfe and meaning of the a<^. 

• We are apt to fhow an indulgence on the principle, 
that the ojlEce is troublefome, and without pa^y j this 
(hbuld not be thought of fufficient weight to fcreen any 
ipne from the penalties of the law, for the non-obferv- 
since of the form of the a£l preA:ribed ; much lefs cai> 
any ncgleft of the fuhjiantiaf end ^nd defign of it be war- 
rantable, 

* The 9th article excludes fich children^ tvhofe parents 
receive money from the p^rijh^ inlaid of the maintenance end 

j^^ort of fuch children as are ajfijled out of the workboufe or 
farijhboufe. Some of fuch are notwithftanding includ- 
ed, the mother being the nurfe out of the houfe. 
- \t a OMther has lain-in, in a workhoufe, o.r being in 
diftrels brings her child thither, and then takes it away 

O 7^ agam. 
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tgain, and fotne weekly allowance -is given her ; in this 
cafe, I apprehend it to be fo far from any violation of the 
aS, that k is agreeable to the dcfign of it, as well as 
'correfpondent with the good policjr and hofnaoity of Ac 
parifti officer. 

• It is to be prefumed, that many parifti officers axe et- 
cited to fuch a^ of humanity, to avoid the 17^ of cRil- 
dren's lives, efpecially thofe whofe eyes are Qpenod to 
.beMd, tb^t poar-boufcs or workhoufssj art ia general 
Jbughter-houfes to infants* 

Many of the officers now prefer the giving affS/iimce to 

mothers at their own homes^ when in dijirefs^ wl^ich may 

be the reafon why there is not a greater number iq the 

regifters. If this method fubjeds the officer in feme 

cafes to be impofed on, yet of the tivo evils it is by £ir 

the leaft : But was thought, if it had been inferted in the 

ffSly to be included in the regijier^ as if the iafimt were 

in th^ hands of the ^^^inftead of the mother' s^ the pariib 

might have appeared to fave lives, which they had no 

other concern in, than the affiflance given the parent, 

I now think fuch offtftance ought to he mentioned^ but dif 

tin£i^ at the fact of the regtfiers^ that good par ijh officers mof 

appear in the amiable light they are fo jujily entitled to ; emi 

receive the thanksof their fellow citizens, for the hwnane and 

honorable difcharge offo effeniial a duty. 

In the mean time, fome officers imagined the deiign. 
of this aft was only to fee what money was -paid with taf 
tard children, ** The wicked fly when no 'man piu>< 
" fueth." Alas ! it was natural for tbofc who were qoti*. 

- • • ' icious. 
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* fciousof a groff abuferiii this .article, ^tc^entectauo Qirji 
a fufpicion. . f .- . , . . 

With regard to the contempt which fome have af- 
feSed to flicw to the aft, I thought it would meet this 
fate, though the conditions of it are as gentle andp<T- 
fvtafive, as its bent and defign are politic and humane. 
To have attempted much in the compulfive ftrain, after 
fo roahy ages of relaxation of difcipline, might have fail- 
ed : but the time is come for a retrofpeftive view of 
four years. Some of the principal regijiers^ I eim perfuad^4 
<iri exaM^ but it may he necejjary hereafter^ that they be atteflT 
id upM oathy to the bejiofthe knowledge and belief of thofe wbg 
fignthem. 

' To leave no means untried, immediately after tbi$ 
'A6I' pafled, I wrote a pamphlet entitled. Serious ConJUki- 
rations on the A^^ &c. and addrefled it to thd cfaurchwar* 
dens and overfeers of the Poor (a). A particular pariih or 
9WO, whofe Governors and Directors are for the moft part 
much my fuperiors, received it with grc4t politcncft 
and attention, and* adopted feveral of the bints con- 
tained in it ; but I doubt if others, who., perhaps^ caa«- 
not boafl of the fame advantages as thofe governors, know 
there is fuch a pamphlet exifiing. I mention it now ai 
an anecdote which ought to have its pkce^ if not as 
an .argument that fome of the* pariibea ftand in iiced 
of ferious . admonition. . . 

So fav as i pould aft, as ^ friend tothefe infants, I 
have earneftly endevored to accompHHi the end in view : 
^nd I hoipc that every true and fincerc lover of his coun- 
try, 
(a) Sold by Jlivington in St. Paul's ChurchrYard. 
/ ■ 



.[ 102 ] 

try, wh^fe heart or ears the fabjeft (hilfll reMh^Hvfl 
)ieariil)r join in fo- interefting a caiife* ; . . v .: ^ /. r. 

Iitfn, youifsV J- H»» 

;; / LETT E R ';3^vni. 

:^: FT£R the Aa for the Regifl;eri of thefe infimi 
9^7^ was paiIedt:in;^ft/(V, it might \rcll boa qiiettoft 
in private J who would look to tboL>bceciition of it.- Yvk 
are fenfible. Sir, that all laws ftand ikneed of iooie.ipifr 
culiar attendance, to inform Legiflators if thero is ^ 
lirSolation of them. Vulgar prejudices, in this lan4 of 
liberty, * feem' to oppofe this maicim :-but it is^:fo..fifieit¥ 
fial to our freedom, as to becoaie. the duty; ;o£'tklDft 
^o think deeper, and mean to fee jnftice ddne^ to snrttf 
individual within equal ballance;. As far.as they aneiakk 
tkisyt ought to ^trample downi thnfe iprejudices vAidkr^tsi 
enemies to the common rights of fi^bjedls, . : j,. cTnuq 
In the cafe before us, there is an irrefiftible demand 
on hiKnanity, the parties injured being litterly incapable 
of making anyoth^V complaint than their cries/ Svhich 
are hot eafily heard or underfto6d; ' - '-/.v? 

^* It is true, fl^at'inbur conftHutVoA fcVeiy Meriibtf iciJ 
thclCeginaturc Js" fupppftd "to obfefve what is paffiii^fii 
the world, tHe fame' as other private ittVh; fiut'lf khHlS 
k not 0^ a naitite t6 affe<* the 'ttvehue, nor &iticttii$ 
trty private intereft or convenience : 4f it creates noritet^ 
office, nor affbtds occafib'n for ahy^paradc in th^ faecsf 
cajcivepaftof \i^; there h'r9omio^fufpe£rS!t will-bttortiei 

dead 
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<^^ ^^t^.* i:^^ro<(bis4Ltr29^i9as give ^jdi|i9<.to t^ 
melancholy truth ei^^d^^.tiyeo w)^eR the«.arca£lfi:rf 
R^^liapie^V fer j?g|tf ular pariflies. But if an adl com- 
bats a cuftom grown formidable by length of time : if 
le^.at^tIi(!tfitf,^>d^fe[ifrom aii ancient" law, is pleads 
for the very negleft of the meaning and intention of an 
aft to corrfeflf arfaotifc, the difficulty encreafes. When 
ancsbtilno toinreftigat^/dtrprefent objcA, and lay. it J^- 
forttthp impHrdal^ w^ldi Ihope.we.ibalL Aot hea^ the 
Jctti^r of tbe gemnd^£oor^s kw, urged againft thefpirit 
efqthmpdrtictiIap.aQ made in £ivor of the Infant Pobctn 
^^tfti(ai. \ •■ •■^i-^-iN--.- :■■.'■■ ^^> ■■:. ,.::.: 

^«w Ic^s to be obTervtsdi diat^^even previous to- theafi;^ 
tha^^rilb'oF St. Martin's in the Fields ; began to odr^ 
rtd thomfelTesv I baud been in coae^'^ndency witkia 
friend 6f* the veftry, to whotnl bad oommunicaCed mgr 
icotiments in the follomng letter, the (libjeft of wbicb 
is Aiil neceflary to be confidered by: the moft part of tbe 
pariih officers, , > i j „ > 

^;v:..V^P^A^^S^^,,.•'.v:. :.:...-. • :-.'■,, 
,_.}l^.b with g^^^iftyJ, hci^r, that. XQur prefent chiurcb; 
wardens and overfeers,, intend to fend all the infant poor 
))prx\,.i{),,your >^prkb9ufe^ or brought to it, into jthe 
CQUXifCT' to. bfi purfed. The general, complaint against 
yqu /g,^thatyou^J),ajrc,f{Aff5<;ed Qvcrfccrs.to talce gn A«^ 
{eJves.tQ,difpQfe 0/ ju\fant5.a^l:^t^a^ly.as tb^y pl^fe^^^^ijj 
^uljd^ it,XYq^:bc%pn^5f,ved,^ tb^t *«f^ ^fl^cers, ,l?ei^ 
€*f# ifJk'^^^^lf^ two juftfces. of t)j^. peace (wh^^ 
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/ball be recovered, dircdlcd to any eonftable or other 
peace officer." Tbefc arc the heads of the A61, and 

I am, yours, &c. J, H. 

Remarks on the Ja for the Regifler of the Infant Poor. 

LETTER XXVIL - 

WHEN this aft was folliciting, fomc perfons 
of great note objefled to it, as a thing urme-- 
tejfary^ prefuming the duty to be already done ; and that 
cither there were no fuch evils exifting as the ad fup* 
pofed, or that it could not be a means to remedy 
them. 

As to the pajl^ you have feen that I had already exa^ 
mined the regifters, for feveral years ; and could not 
mifiake as to the great point of mortality. — And as to 
what was to come^ time only could ^demonflrate. 

This a£l at firft gave occafion in fomc parifhes, to 
demand twice as much as formerly, viz. 15L to 20I. 
with each baftard child ; though in fad nothing lefs than 
50I. can be deemed adequate to the fupport of a life. 

As the principal objefts are the children under 12 
months old, the Abftra^f (hould be rendered more par- 
ticular in this point, and it is fo far improvable, viz. at 
{a) may be inferted, Of whom were under 12 months oUi 
and at {b) Of whom were under iz months old. 

By fuch parifli-regifters, as are kept with exaSnefs, 
any child may be eafily traced out* And if they arc 

not 
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not fo kept, every officer in the parifh mentioned* in thf 
aft, is fubjedl to the penalty direfted by the law, for 
every offence, which will amount to a confiderable 
{urn. 

By the article i8, the penalties extend to church- 
wardens, overfeers, veftrymen, clerks of veftries, and 
matters of workhoufes ; and as the minifter generally 
makes one of the veftry, it behoves him more par- 
ticularly to fee that juftice be done to thefe poor 
infants. ^ 

It is alfo prefumed, that the humanity of the clergy 
will induce them to lend a tender eye, and fee what 
is paffing, that there may not be any departure from 
the fenfe and commandment of the aft, as well-know- 
ing that the cries of fuch poor infants cannot eafily 
. reach the lofty domes or palaces of lords or gentle- 
tien, either in their private or legiflative capacities. 
They muft be informed, before they can redrefs ; nor 
6ught we to expeft miracles, but a decent confcientious 
regard to the laws of humanity. 

The 6th article provides that each regifter Jhall contain 
a full and diJiinSl regifler of the whole number of infqnti 
under four years old. 

It ought therefore to be clearly exprefied as a title at 
the head of each divifion in the regifter, (though the 
fame (heet fliould contain the whole) viz. Children 
transferred from the year to the year , ex- 

l^refitflg the date when firft taken, fo that each regifter 
ceiHain at \tz9ifour diJlirMions of years. The ahJlraSf 
made by the conppany of parifh-clerks, cannot include 

O thofe 
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(hofe diftin£Uon5y and it is therefor^ the.'inqre hboripuf 
Xo^ trace out the real flate of thq children^ • , ... 

Moft part of the regjftirs mention :tbe year$ in ^h^jGO^ 
•iumn, with a ncedUfs repetition of-thern» The tkU:9^^ 
the ]rear as abovementioned would, anfwer the pi^rpofe 
more diftindlly. - 

Some few of the regjfters make nof diftin^ion of one 
year's receipt from another. In fuch' the childrtn would 
appear to be all of the fame ycar^ &nd as if no trsiQsfi^ 
had been made, except by obfcxving the months. 
• In the genera] view, I conftder the abftra& of 1765 
as of fb many children received in that year, making 
fiich diftinftioni as hereafter mentioned* 

Upon the face of the abflrad of '< 1764, thece appeaii 
tkf have been -living, transferable to 1 765, 
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St. Mary's le Strand - - -' 
St. Paurs Covent-Garden - 
The Precinft of the Savoy - 

InthetoPariflies in Weftminfter 
97 Dittos within the Walls 
1 7 Dittos without the Walls 
2 3 Dittos in Middlcfex and Surry 

In all 
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"^ -"S^ Aat tlUrfc' 5te^3 ^nd 77, in the feircral rcglfters Of 
1765, ought td ftan4<[uite aiftinft as fy many tranrferred 
f?dnl' 1^61^ fo iaiiny 'from 1763V fo many from 1764 : 
WhelrftasUhcrc doth hot appear diftinguifecd, by a^y Jate 
'6P^feai?, 'fucha^ number ; confequentty it becomes ne- 
ceflary to trace the children by name^ to fee if the idcnri- 
tjtl dfles are traiis&rrcd, or dropt in the gulph of obli- 
vion; Howevcfy iflail things elfe were fair, and as they 
0^t|}d bev itt the«^ great point of mortality, we might 
wink at foftie little Inaccuracies. ■ / 

• Hi6pe: we (hall hereafter be better able to trace cwery 
one fh)m the birth or reception, to a fcene of health and 
vigor in the pure -air of fome country viliage.-^In the 
mie^dli- time, the tf^ij clerks and othersr will do thom- 
ielves the juftice to conform to the plain letter asiWiell ^s 
fenfe and meaning of the ad. 

' We are apt to fhow an indulgence on the principle, 
that the oil&ce is troublefome, and without pay j this 
flibuld not be thought of fufficient weight to fcreen alny 
pne from the penalties of the law, for the non-obferv- 
ance of the form of the aft preftribed ; much lefs cai> 
any negleft of the fuh/iantiaf end ^nd defign of it be war- 
rantable. 

! The 9th article excludes fich children^ xvhofe parents 
receive money from the p^rijh^ inlaid of the maintenance and 
j^t^rt of fuch children as are ajfijied out of the workboufe or 
parijh boufe. Some of fuch are notwithftanding includ- 
ed, the mother being the nurfe out of the houfe, 
- If a OMther has lain-in, in a workhoufe, qr being in 
diftrefs brings her child thither, and then takes it away 

O q^ agam. 
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ttgain, and fome weekly allowance -is given her ; in this 
cafe, I apprehend it to be fo far from any violation of the 
ad, that k is agreeable to the dcfign of it, as well as 
'correfpondent with the good policy and hinnaaity of Ac 
parifti officer. 

- It is to be prcfumed, that many parifb officers arc ex- 
cited to fuch a(5h of humanity, to avoid the r^ of cHil- 
dren'a lives, efpecially thofe whofe eyes are Qpenod to 
•behold, th^t pdar-boufcs or workhoufesy art in general 
Jlaughter-houfes io infants* 

Many of the officer i now prefer the giving a£i/ianc€ to 

mothers at their own hcmesy when in dijirep^ wbich inay 

be the reafon why there is not a greater number in the 

regifters. If this method fubjeds the officer in feme 

cafes to be impofed on, yet of the two evils it is by bi 

the leaft : But was thought, if it had been inferted in the 

^^,, to be included in the regi/iery as if the iafsmt were 

in th^ hands of the officer Inftead of the mother' Sj the parifli 

might have appeared to fave lives, which they had no 

other concern in, than the affiftance given the parent, 

I now think fuch afftflance ought to he mentioned^ but dif 

tin£i^ at the foct of the regiflers^ that good par ijh officers tm^ 

appear in the amiable light they are fo jujily entitled to ; mii 

receive the thanks of their fellow citizens^ for the humane and 

honorable difcharge offo effenticl a duty. 

In the mean time, fome officers imagined the dclign 
of this aft was only to fee what money was -paidtuith iaf 
tar d children. ** The wicked fly when no 'man pur«« 
<' fueth." Alas I it was natural for thofe who w«re con*. 

• • • ^ icious. 
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^ fciousof a grorfs abuferhi this.ai:ticle,«t(^ent!ei:Uio (^ 
a fufpicion. . r \' . . - . " 

With regard to the contempt which fomc have af- 
fedied to Ihew to the afl, I thought It would meet this 
fate, though the conditions of it are as gentle and per- 
f^afive, as its bent and defign are politic and humane. 
To have attempted much in the compulfive ftrnin, after 
fo roahy ages of relaxation <>{ difcipline, might have fiiil- 
ed : but the time is come for a retrofpeftive view of 
four yearsw Some of the principal regiji^s^ J^m perfuad(4 
arg i;taS^ but it may be necejfary hereafter^ that they be atteflr 
id up9n oath J to the bejiofthe knowledge and belief rfthofe who 
fignthem. 

' To leave no means untried, immediately afjter thil 
'ASt ' paiTed, I wrote a pamphlot entitled, Seripus ConjUki- 
rations en the J^, &c. and addrefied it to th^ churchward 
liens and pverfeers of the Poor (a). A particular pari/h or 
9WO, whofe Governors and DircSors are for the moft part 
much my fuperiors, received it with gre4t politencft 
iind attention, and* adopted feiveral of the bints con- 
tained in it ; bat I doubt if others, whO;» perhaps,, caa- 
not boaft of the fame advantages as thofe governors, know 
there is fuch a pamphlet exifling. I mention it new at 
an anecdote which ought to have its plsace^ if n^t as 
an argui^ent that fome of the* parifliea ftand i^i ineed 
of feridus . adinonition. . . : . '\ ■ • . 

So fav as i could ad, as 1l friend tothefe infants, X 
have earneftly etidevored to accoroplilh the end in view : 
^nd I hope that every true and lincere lover of his coun- 
try, 
(a) Sold by Rivington in St, Paul's ChurchrYard. 
•■■-'/' 
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trjr, w}K>fe h^rtdr ears the fdbjeft^^fhifll r^Nd^iHHvlR 

lieariily joiit in Ibintcrefting a caii(h'^ - ^'*- v.*iu;vrn 

'- ' ' • l^ni^ fouhi J:ili\ 

\-- - -■■ ■ .- •• ■- ■• . > ..:.. :..' r :::;.:. .1l=J 

Z,'\ h .E T T e: R'^j;Syiii. ^ : y^ 

^;FT£R tfooAafor the Regiflieri of tbefeinfinili 
mi^wzsfiSittkA'Mti public^ it ml^^rdl be a qdcftiofc 
in private J who w6utd look to tboL^l^ecufioD of it.- Yoi 
areienfible, Sir^ that all laws ftand ikneed oftoaw.ff^ 
culiar attendance, to inform Legiflators if there .i$«j||pr 
IvSolation of them. Vulgar prejudice^ in thi$ Im^ of 
liberty, feem- to dppofe this marim :.*but it isiforr.q&Hih 
fial to our freedom, as to becoooe; the<iuty;.o£'tlBDft 
^o think deep^ and mean to fee jirftice ddnotoiflrci^ 
ihdivsdua] with-jnr equal ballance;- Asfaras tlusfaiieiaMl 
tUey: ought to^trample downithnfe^prejudice^ wWdJ^fftfii 
enemies to the common rights of fi^bjeds, . : m.. citn&q 
In the cafe before us, there is an irrefiilible demand 
en humanity, the parties injured being \itterly incapable 
of making anj^'othiii^ complaint tVan their cries/ Sv^ch 
ire not eafily heard or underft66d; '" •- '-nf.w 

^'it jsirue, that'' Jii bur conftittifion eVeiy Metiibfr'tjf 
the Xegiflaturc Is fuppqlH to obfefve what is palSti^'lr} 
the; worH J tfie Fame as other priVSte^^itiVh: But ' If kh^ 
fe- not dl^ a nkWte t6 afftSt tjxt -ttviiiue,- nof cdiitirii^ 
itif private ilitereft or cottvenrence : 4f it creates ndiie^ 
dfiiee, nor affbtis dccaJib'nfor any- parade in th^ fettJif 
ciX)&ytp^tt6tUV^}tiferrir^^^ 

^ dead 



melancholy truth e^^^ds^ j^^t^eo.jWFhei^ thei^.area^tjg:^ 
p^^qlia^e^^^l^v jMltfular pariflies. But if an a£k com- 
bats a cuftom grown formidable by length of time : if 
k^.atii^thdritf,^^d^fedfKMn ah ancient" law, b pleaded 
for the very negleft of the meaning and intention of an 
a£l to corrfea aiAntifc, the difficulty encreafes. When 
«R£tofaiG t!ointf^s(UgJli^;cAr.prefent;QbJ6ft, and layitAe- 
SotAthp impartis^^ ^Id^ I hope.we ibalL Jiot hea/ t&e 
letter ci^tbe gensnd.^oor^siaW) urged ^againft the spirit 
o£$hm|sdrtict]bEn»Q macb in. favoi of tfa^ Infant Pobi^tn 

A"^- Ic^fi to be obfervitdi that ^tven previous to. die, afi;^ 
thd^^arilh of St. Martm?^ in the FieUa i began to ooIct 
rtfiE themielTesu lind been In conreipcmdency witkm 
j^nd 6f>the veftry^ to whom.I bad fiommunicaCcd itif 
ftfitiments in the following letter, the fubje^l of wbkb 
idftill neceilary tabe eonndered byithe tnoft part of tbe 
pariih officers. » s ' i v ^^ .. ; i .^ > 

, , )^ ip with gi:^a^ j^y^ he^r, .that, yQur prcfent ch urcl^- 
wardens and oVerfeers.. intend to fend, all the infant poor 
ll9rjt^.,m,jypur >yprklv^ufe^ or brought to it, into^^he 
f^ounff^- to ^nurfed.^. The general complaint agpin^ 
you j^Sj-th^t you^ Jx^e, fjAfffl^ed, pyfrfecrsto tsdce pn Aan^ 
jeJvf3,tP,di/pofe <jf ij^fant^arlutrwjly.asjh^^ pie^fe^^^^ijj 
^dj.it xy^if bc'jpongj^ved,, tb^^t th^f^.j^^cers, ,l?e^j^ 
cAjJ^ h^ki'MjA^^^^ twpj^ftices. of :t}i^;pcac,9 (wh|^ 



C »o4 1 

tijhf Atti htonp^it bay entered' the heart 6f aiiy maa,^ 
recommend himfdf by parfiniony, ttfhe expence of the 
lives of his own fpecres, when the riches of his countrjFi 
cohfifts chiefly in the number of working poor ; is-a cir* 
camftance which the moft barbarous ages could bvn m 
conception of. 

Never fiirely was a more capital blunder committed iai 
any civilixed ftate, or any Chriftian country, tliaii< tht 
doflrine of faving ntoney to the parifli, by fufiering their 
infant poor to die ! The pariih is a part of the comoHk* 
nity, in the fame manner as a private family is psut of itt 
A number of private families conftitute a parifh, -and fup» 
port their own poor, not the poor of other parifhcs j 
and you will fee by the calculation inclofed^ which ii 
thotight to be a modeft one, that every child who dies^ 
Iftftead of being zfavin^j creates a heavy lofs to the com* 
nmnity. 

Sad experience has taught, that it is certaiA deftruc* 
tion to infants to leave them to be nurfed in your workr 
houfes, or in places where numbers of adults are con* 
gregated, yet it has been contirfued, and the parifhionen 
have been carelefs fpeftators of the abufe. 

To truft the lives of infants, as is generally done, in 
the hands of perfons whofe very fituation in the work- 
houfe, implies their being either carelefs or indolent 
fickly or infane, ftupid, abandoned, or fuperannuated, is 
as fliocking to humanity as to common policy. 

I have attended the deaths of near ten thoufand chil- 
dren, out of 15000, who have been received by ordcf* 
of parliament in the Foundling Hofpital j and 1 kno# 

bow 
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I how the effefts of the vi#es of the common people, in 
I • thefe great cities, extend to their offspring : but for the 
r fame rcafon that common proftitution creates flerility, 
I the number of children born difeafed> is not near fo large 
I a$ fome par ifh- officers would have it thought. 

As to illegitimate children and foundlings, they arc 

I fer the mod part born of domeflic fervants, and begot- 

I ten in the warmth of good ale, beef, and pudding : tho 

death of fuch infants is therefore the more capital re* 

proach. Children who are in the ftatc between thcfe 

two extremes, ought, on the great principles of policy 

and humanity, to have as fair a chance of life as the 

I children of peers of the realm ; and it would be fo, 

I but that police is neglecied and humanity not in fafhion 

i as to thefe infants. The evil has been long complained 

I of, and no remedy found but the Foundling Hofpital^ and 

this, upon the plan of an indifcriminate reception, has 

I. proved worfe than the difeafe. 

I We are now endevoring to reftore thi^igs to their pri* 

I mitive ftate, and by the bleffings of heaven, repair the 
havoc made in workhoufcs, as well' as in the field. The 
defign of a regular uniform regijler will probably operate 
in this manner. It will be truly honorable for xkit Kings 
parijh to take the lead, and the names of your veilry, 
and the prefcnt churchwardens and overfeers, may be 
tranfmitted down to poflerity with the higheft commen- 
dations. 

If you purfue the plan propofed, of giving good pre- 
miums to nurfes who preferve the children you commit 
.•fo their care, (which was pradlfed with fuccefs by the 
P ' Foundling 
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Foundling Hofpital) you will hiakc it the intereft and 
honor of the nurfes to favc the children j or if you chufe 
good women as nurfes, and pay them properly, you wilJ 
turn the current of the bad opinion prevailing amon^ 
the common people, namely, that parijh officers never in' 
tind that parijh infants Jheuld live. 

In the mean while I recommend to your caution, to 
diftinguifli healthy children from difeafed,.efpccially fuch 
as may have venereal taints. You have greatly the ad- 
vantage of the Foundling Hofpital upon the indifcrimi- 
nate plan, becaufc you generally know the parents, and 
can judge of the ftate of the child. And if the wife of 
the mafter of your workhoufe, or any other woman, hav- 
ing common fenfe, is taught to examine and make the 
diftindlion ; or if you have a medical gentleman to ex- 
amine your children when you fend them to nurfe, ani 
diftinguifli the clean from the foul^ or the fujpeSled^ you 
will then breed the two latter hy hand, and not xwvk 
any rifk of hurliiig a nurfe, which but very rarely hap- 
pens. This will give your children a reputation among 
nurfes, and yourfelves a title to examine alfo into the 
ftate of the health of nurfes, that no child be hurt by any 
of thetn^ which is by far the more probable cafe. 

When you cannot find good wet nurfes^ and are oblig- 
ed to wean children, I am told, and I hare feen fome in- 
ftances, that females are in lefs danger without the breaft 
than males i but this I refer to the learned, remcmbrine 
that in the view of population,, the female is the moft va- 
luable. 

The 
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The order of Nature is the breaft. The commoa 
deviation from it by fo many women giving their children 
up to others to be fuckled, makes it impoffible that all 
the children of the poor can he properly nourifhed ; but 
it fhould be remembered, that the breaft for a month, a 
week, or a day, may frequently fave a life. And upon 
the whole, the more you encourage women who are not 
abandoned, to fuckle their own children, the better it 
will be for the public. 

If you mean to have your children bred to be ftrong, 
ufeful and virtuous, do not bring them back to London 
from their nurfes in the country. If you really mean to 

' preferve their Uves^ never think them fafe in a workhoufc. 

I' They are as fubjeft to be poifoned there, as any adult 

t can be by a jail diftemper, when it prevails in a prifon. 

3' Keep them in the country whilft they are well ; ^prentice 

them out there, and let London be recruited by ftrong 

people, who have imbibed good fentiments. 

In any cafe remember that fweet air is the balm of 

life ; and that thefe young perfons cannot partake of it 

freely, v/hen mixed with the filthy or difeafed, the old 

or infirm, or with any great number of adults, in any 

place, much lefs in fuch rooms as workhoufes aflFord. 

In any cafe the fmaller the number you bring together, 

old or young, fick or well, you may be aflTured the more 

healthy they will be. I heartily wifli you fuccefs, and 

am, with great trilth,' 

Dear Sir, yours, &c. J. H.** ' 

**Whatever ule iiiy' Friend made of this letter, it is ■ 
certain Si. Mqrtms in the Fields has fent a number 

P 2 of 
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of chiWren In 1765 into the country', in the riicm ad- 
vantageous manner, and preferved them. I^opfe jfeu 
will follow the example. • -fi'.fi 

I am, yours^ f. H, 

Furthir Rimarh rtlating to tl^ ^^g^fiiTrJff tU hifani P^n 

L E T T E R XXIX. , ' 

FROM the view of the fix years reception of In- 
fants in feveral of the principal parishes nteiirtiiin- 

. ed in my letter XXIII. it may be rcafonably ' jw-e- 
fumed, that for ages before the' opening of tK6 Ho& 
pital, for fuch general reception of Foundlings ^ the • "{itrifh 
officers within the bills of mortality fportcd aw^*'thc 

..lives of many thpufand children. They acknowledged 
:that a -very Inconfiderable number of thofc ljfe?rri in 
workhoufes, or brought to them In Infancy, Veiis*cver 
reared j and that the pious and politic intention df *our 
good forefathers, were in this inftance defeated^ In 
faft, the office of an elder of the parlifh, a fatHdV of 
the poor, viz, a churchwarden, or overfeer of tfie poor, 
With refpeft to the moft helplefs of mankind, Was' be- 
ipome a cruel exercife of authority, the officer aAing as 
the wolf toward the lamb in the fable. If the child 
brought money, it was fquandered, or deemed fes? ob- 
]^£X ; if n() money was brought, this was z fecrgit i^fon 
•why no expence fliould be made upon it 5 and in cither 
pafe fhe child became a facrifice. 
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: Slu( faov 18 the evil to be remedied ? We feem to zSt 
...Tif if wf were not fenfible of our difeafc^ o^ tRat 
human nature, in the perfons of infants, is not worthy 
. pf aiuch regard. , 

Though children, not arrived to years of refleflion,* 
do not fufFer for evils paft, or evils to come, yet prefent 
mlfery zWt&s thcni j and the property vfbich the public 
has in their lives, is not the lefs facred, whether they 
are fenfible 'of Itjic injuries they fuffer or not. I cora- 
,plgin Jiow little this aft hath been refpefted by many 
pariihes ; and how much the fpirit an() defign of itJath 
.J ]>een iieglcfted by many more. But flill we muft thank 
heaven for the proportion of good it has already'pro- 
' dpced: and hope it will be a meai^s of compjeating 
. '^be great work in hand, 

- You ai}d all the world who will Ibeftow a n^ombht's 

, ^tention on the authentic accounts which I have given 

vyou, will not hefitate in drawing your cpnclufions that 

the objeft is^ iiitereftii;ig far beyond common conception, 

not only as we ftand bound to our country, to -take 

the beft care poffible of fuch children, but alfo as we 

-. 4ire under an eternal obligatiqn to cpnform to the }aw$ 

.of the great Icgiflator of mankind. 

. Thefe infants, whofe fortune it is to be thrown on 

.{;.the. juftjce of their country, derive fuch a title to prq- 

/ ,^c^ion as cannot be withheld without a manifeft viola* 

,. jioQ of the mpft facred regards, civil and religious. And 

, 4t is no lefs obvious, that to pretend to be folicitou^ for 

the glory of our country, and at the fame time to'lheyir 

little 
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little cr no rcjard to her children, who arc, in the moft 
familiar fenfe, the higheft objcil of her love, and in- 
tcnJcJ to be protefted by her laws, argues that we 
have no adequate idea of the meaning of our words, 
cr do not undcrilLind what the glory or welfare of our 
country fnnifi':s. 

if the health of the people governed, or in other 
words, their prefa-vailon^ is tlie fupreme law of a good 
prince ; and, if he afts by the inuTu*r»entality o\ l/is 
fubje^Tls, to pretend to admire tha: j' ■ of conduct in 
him, v/hich we have no hc-^.r': t • *:vj':'.v , •-' -^-^ it ii \:\ 
our pov/cr, cr.ii h:.ri!y b'z n:::i:iL*c:' :i-j :i prc^of f^f hn- 
cerity. 

The lifj of .» n-'.n, wV- '.',,,•■ Iv be i^f Cxy ycirs^ or 
only y^v (Lrji ftanl:-;\ i.-; >. ^\\\\\v- r.-cj.-i! in the rye of 
the law, and the p- ■ ::i i* c^l .-s t'jo rich. And 
the young, inftcad of L-i; ;: \\y^ /-vC. as valjrirly ima- 
gined, are the mnfl valuable to- fbc con^^aiihi^y, Vc- 
jieiation, refpedl, tendcrnefs, and crinnjiieiatlon are 
i»ue to the aged, becaufc t.l'^y are old ^ b'?l tic '^"^^ovy of 
the world, Iskc the r^fng j'un^ fprings from the growing 
ftrength, beauty, and mental powers of a riling gene- 
ration. 

The tacit admoiiition which this a£i, with the fche- 
dules annexed to it contain, . nd the very obvious mean- 
ing of it, might cafily give occafion to the ccni/non 
f>e9pU to call it, as they did, An a5i for keeping c'Aldren 
dive. If this fenfe had been entertained by tnc paro- 
chial ofRcers of certain parifhes, the' King would 

already 
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already have had, in three years and a Jialf^ to thp tni 
of 1765, full laoofubjedls more than he has. 

The giving a clear and diftinft account when the 
children were born or received, at what ages j in whofe 
hands they are placed ; and what farther befci them, in 
a comprehenfive hiftorlcal detail contained in one line, 
could not be confidered but as a refolution on the part 
of the legiflature, that ample jufticc fhould be doae 
them. 

The z6k does not point out by exprefe injundlion, 
what method fliall be purfued in nurfing them, but \% 
fuppofes, that the parifi) officers will conform to the headi 
of the fchedules annexed to it^ to the utmoft that will tend 
to the prefervation of the lives of the fubje<Sis couimittei 
to their care. 

The providence of heaven never ceafes. In fpite of 
all negledls, this a6l is neceffarily productive of fuch 
clear and explicit infor?7^ation of the true and red flat e af 
the cafe J that a firm foundafion is laid for an explicit hzv^ 
fuch as the exigency requires, and fuch as tnay at 

length fubdue this Hydra in the body natural and 

- » 
political. 

It will reft on the wifdom of the legiflature, whether 
they have fufficient evidence in this bufmefs or not j 
whether fome further law is neceflary -, and wha: law it 
fhall be. The annual objeS at the lowcft computation 
is not lefs than 800 or ipoo children, agreeable to the 
abftrafts of the regifters of the year 1 765. 

Of 1795 children, being the whole amount in 1765, 

with 
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With tjle traiisfei-s from June 1762 continued till De- 
cember 1764^ the account ftands as follows : 

995 were infants newly born, and brought to the pa- 

riihes, under 12 months old. 
800 of I to 4 years old; 
Of thefe were 

115 Foundlings* 632 IIIegiHmate. 

228 Cafual. 820 Parochial. 

If we fuppofe 1000 of thefe 1795 children to havrf 
been orphans, or in the (ituation of orphans, unpro- 
tected by 'any earthly creature, Mercy herfelf will 
plead their caufe. The diftindions of the years^ and 
the number in each in the feveral years, ftand thus : 





Number in- 




1 




Remain 




cluding 


Number cx- 


Deliver. | 




to be 


Year. 


transfers 


clufive of 


edto pa- 4 


Dead. 


trans- 




from year 


transfers. 


rents. 




fered. 




to year. 










1762 


IO18 


IO18. 


171 


302 


545 


1763 


1526 


f\ 


410 


279 
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From whence it plainly appears by the fmall total that 
the officers reduced the number as much as they could. 
As there is but 690 remaining on the regifter, at the end 
of 1765, we muft fuppofe 49 (the difference of 739 and 
690) dropt in the gulph of oblivion. ,Dedudling 1558 
from 4033, remain 2475, which on 3 years and half, is 
not full 800 a year to be provided for. How the num- 
ber comes to be fo fmall, and how this fmall number 

moulders 
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moulders away, the parifli officers cap beft inform us ; 
alas ! the cafe is but too obvious. 

I am yours, &c. J. H. 

Plan for exonerating the Public, and promoting the Service of 
the Foundlings, 

LETTER XXX. 

THE Houfe of Commons having, upon the ma- 
tured deliberation, refolved not to allow any more 
money, except for the maintenance and education of 
the children who were alive at the end of March 
1760, and the regiftcr being eftabliflied, it feemcd to 
be the greateft objeft of the corporation of the 
Foundling Hofpital, how to breed up and place out 
the number of children in their hands, being above 
5000. In hopes of ferving the children, and prepar- 
ing the way for fome further important operation, in 
1763 I applied my thoughts to the moft expeditious 
mode of exonerating the public j at the fame time pro- 
viding in the dioft fafe and prudent manner for the 
welfare of the poor children. 

I confidered the power of money to do good ojr evil: 
;ind the cuftoms of this nation, wherein one hardly fees 
any thing efFe£tuaIIy executed without it. I compared 
the cu^ms of the mod: refpe(9:able public charitable 
inftitutions. I corrcfponded with the moft intelligent 
people of fortune and experience in the country, charg- 
ed with the care of the Foundlings at. nurfe ; and 
upon the force of this knowledge, I wrote a propofal 
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yir giving apprentice fees with the Foundlings growing 
up, fomc few of them being already fit for mafters: 
and I gave the feveral reafons which occurred to me, 
why the children might be prenticed out earlier and 
better with apprentice fees than without them, viz. 

1. I fuppofed that great caution and money Would do 
more than great caution only. 

2. That 7I. IDS. in the hands of the laboring part 
of mankind, prudently paid to them, was a greater fum 
than in the hands of the governors of the Foundling 
Hofpital. 

3. That children ought to be trained early, and fa- 
miliarized to the objeSs by which they are to get their 
kread, efpecially in employments of labor. 

4. That the public might probably fave the main- 
tenance of each child for near two years by this means; 
and if it did, there would be a faving of 60 or 70,000!. 

Whether I miftoolc in over-rating the advantage in a 
pecuniary light, I know notj but I had fuch good 
evidence for my opinion, as to the principle I adopted, 
that I have not firice found any reafon to alter it. 

It is common when an opinion is not agreeable to 
a community, or that evils are apprehended to flow 
from it, to reprefent it as meaning much more, or 
much lefs than was intended, and confequently to think 
and fpeak of it as dangerous^ if not abfurd. In the mean 
time there is generally fome reafon in the breaft not 
avowed. I had no views but the fervice of the chil- 
dren. 

Whatever 
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Whatever good rcafons may be urged, and no doubt 
there may be fome good ones, it is certain the gover- 
nors have not applied for money to parliament, to 
enable them to purfue this method, but, on the con- 
trary, have oppofed it. Whether they continue in the 
fame mind, or whether the H. of C have changed their 
opinion, time will difcover. 

The chief reafons affigned ag^inft this propofal were, 
as follow : 

1. That if money were given, people would crowd 
in for the money ^ and the poor children have the worfe 
chance of being taken care of, as it would be impoflible 
to acquire a C3mpetent knowledge of the characters of 
perfons applying. 

2. That a dangerous partiality might be (hewn in 
the difpofal of thefe children with money. 

3. That many parifli children are placed out in thefe 
great cities, to very wretched or worthlefs people. To 
this I anfwer, 

1. That the proving too much, proves nothing ; but 
if people crowded thither, there would be the greater 
choice. 

2. That only 3 or 4I. are generally given with parlfh 
children, whereas I propofe as far as 10 1. 

3. That the parilh children are oftentimes thrown 
into the world, merely to exonerate the parifh ; whereas 
the greater caution was intended with the Foundlings, 
as the child with money was more valuable than the 
fame child without 

0^2 4t That 
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4. That fuch people as might be fuppofcd proper to ) 
take fuch children, ought to be aflifted eVen if their bu* 
manity, or their connexions with a child, or their 
convenicncy, fliould induce them to take the charge 
without money. 

5. That I did not defire any child (bould be placed 
out in thefe great cities, where it is more diffi- 
cult to know the true ftat^ of mafters that might offei: 
to. take them, and where there is fo much wickednefs. 
But ftill that if charaders are to be difcovered, where 
the mafter has no fee with his 'prentice, they are alfo 
to be known when money is given. 

6. That I mean to place the children chiefly in the 
country, where peoples charadters and abilities arc 
known, 

7. That, in faft, there are not a tenth part of the 
Foundlings in London. 

8. That fo much regard feemed to be due to thefe 
children who have been deprived of parents ; and their 
fafety and happinefs depending fo much on good matters 
and miftrefles, I would decline putting out ten children 
to proper matters and mittreffes, rather than part with 
one with any fufpicion of its being ill treated, or ren- 
dered a vagabond, 

I am, your's, &c. J. H, 



Refolutioms 
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Re/olutifms rf the Heufi of Cwnm^ns c^ncirmng the fonndUnp 

in ^765. 

LETTER XXXI. 

MY prppofal flept till the beginning of J 765, and 
might have flept if it had not been adopted hy, 
certain perfons in their legiflative capacity. 

The. 8^h of February, 1765, the accounts of the 
Foundling Hofpital, ufually called for ev€ry year, were 
ordered to*e laid before the Houfe, 

The next day an account was required of the num* 
bcr.of children in the fcveral dependant hofpitals of 
Ackviforih^ Shrew/buryy Chefiery Wejerhaniy Jylejbury^ 
and Barneiy diftinguilhing how many were p/ the age 
of ft:f years and upwards^ 9kBd how ai.apy were at 
nurfe. - . . . 

On the firft of March thefe accounts yrere referred to 
a committee, with powers tQ eoqwire. jnto the ftate of 
the Hofpital as to the puttix^ out the children. 

On the 26th a report was made to the Houfe, which 
was agreed to. 

On the 2d of April, a bill was ordered to be brought 
in upon thefe rcfolutions . 

Theyfr/? article was, " Th^t the lodging and educating of 
Foundling children within hofpitals^ has a tendency to make 
fuch children lefs Jit for laborious and ufeful employments,** 

The 6th, '* That all the lands and buildings purchaf- 

ed, eredcd, rented or hired, and the flock and furniture 

2 provided 
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R<a/ons given fir petitioning againjl the Bill brought inia the 
Hou/e of Commons^ in regard to the Foundling HofpitaL 

LETTER XXXII. 

IT is very obvious that feme of tlie refolutions df 
the Houfe appeared to be premature, and others fub- 
jeft to exception. 

One of- the reafons urged againft the bill was, that 
it was not poflible to put out children at {tvtn yearis of 
age, conftruing this as an abfolute injunftion, whick 
was only conditional if proper maftcrs can be found. 

Another reafon was, that the two Hofpitals of Acfc- 
worth and Shrewfbury, ordered to be fold or mortgaged 
as if they were the property of the public, did belong 
to the corporation, and confequently it would be a vio- 
lation of their property to order them to be dif- 
pofed of. 

Laftly, that they (the governors) could difpofe <rf 
the children better without 'prentice fees than with 
them. 

Here it muft be remarked, that the intention was 
to appropriate the produce of the hofpitals fo difpofed 
of to the purpofc of apprentice fees. The debate^ 
however, feemed to be premature, and unoeceiTary to 
whom thefe hofpitals belonged. In ftricSl equity, I be^. 
lieve they belong to the public^ and I have many reafont 
in fupport of my opinion ; but at the fame time I con- 
ceive the public need not enter upon the queftion, fo 

long 
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lorig as they are neceffary for the more advantageous 
placing out the childrmy now lodged in them. And 
when this work is done, it may be moft expedient to 
leave them in the hands of the governors of the cor- 
poration, if they a£l agreeable to the fenfe of the legifla- 
ture and can render them inftrumental in advancing the 
public good : and this fccms to be very pradticable, as I 
(hall hereafter relate. ' 

In refolution (i) there is an ambiguity : children may 
be lefs fitted for laborious employment, being bred iil 
hofpitals, but not therefore unfit for ufeful occupations. 
. Boys bred in the open fields from their infancy, and 
accuftomed to the obje£l by which they are to earn 
their bread by the fweat of their brows, promife faireft 
to be bold, hardy, ftrong, and aftive. But where 
there is a great number of public children without pa- 
rents, and without matters, and which have been fo 
fituated at nurfe, that no inttru£tion can be given them, 
we mutt not condemn this education in the lump 3 efpe« 
cially when it is only for a few years till they cjan be 
u(hered into the world. 

Where children can be taught properly, and placed 
out with propriety, without being congregated, it feems 
to be the mpft politic, and I apprehend the moft hu- 
mane method. But till we have experience how to 
manage fuch poor young children belonging to the 
public, as for ages paft have died like drowned kittens^ 
let us proceed with caution, and pick out our way : let 
us not ftumblc on, and lofe our object for want of a 
little patience. , 

R Nothing 
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Nothing is more apparent than our being very far 
from a right train with refpccl to the chfs of children 
in queftion ; and if they are in diftrefs, and we con- 
demn at once fuch fuccors as may be brought in to 
them, we (hall not adl confiftently. Let us fee what 
can be done before we conclude what to do. Let-usjjfirft 
examine what is ncceflary to the welfare of thcfe lub- 
jcSs, and put them in a right train. 

We are now ereiling buildings in many places, as a 
means of congregating the lazy and indigent, in order 
to oblige them to earn their bread. Therefore, to draw 
conclufions, as if in one cafe fuch buildings would be 
of great ufe and effentially nei:eflary, and in the other 
prove detrimental, may not evince our policy or huma- 
nity. Whofe the property in thcfe large and commodi- 
ous buildings may be, is not fo eflehtial a confidcra- 
tion as that they remain in the hands of the corporation 
till it is feen whether they can he advantageaujty employed: 
This is neceflary not only for the remaining children 
of the public, now exifting In the hands of the cor- 
poration, or for fome confiderablc part of them ; but alfo 
upon a plan of providing for others, who may, with 
yet greater propriety, be called children of the public faved 
from the parochial wrecks of the bills of mortality,' which 
is our prefent objc6t. 

lam, yours, &€• J. H. 



^fJmtiens 
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MeJhLuwts of the Uouje ofComaoxs in 1756, U regard tn tit 

Foundling Ho/fital. 

LETTER XXXIII. 

THE genius of Liberty never (hines with more trari* 
fcendent brightnefs than in thofe laws which arc 
calculated for the prcfervation of the common people, 
particularly the poor, and of thefe the infant part, who 
are under the more immediate care of heaven. The 
Houfe of Commons in 1756 came to certain refolutions 
in their favor. lii 1760 they canae to quite different 
refolutions, and fiiU the trueobjofl: of the Hofpital is 
not fixed* In April 1756 the Houfe rjjohedj 

•* That the enabling the Hofpital for the Maintenance ' 
and Education of expofed and deferted young children 
to receive all the children which ftiall be bfiered, is the 
only method to render that charity of lifting and gene- 
ral utility,** — ^It was alfo rejohed^ 

** That to render the faid Hofpital of general utility and " 
€(Gsd, it ftiould be enabled to appoint proper places in ' 
allcountiesy ridings, or divifions of the kingdom ^ for the 
rsception of all txpokd and deferted young children." 

Thefe refolutions are grounded on a general fuppo- 
fidon that no woman would part with a child but under 
fuch circumftances as render the fupport of it impra£ti* 
cable to her; but the event has proved the fallacy of 
the opinion. 

Were we to fuppofe that every one unufed to dainties 
will be temperate at a table fpread with all the luxuri- 

R 2 ancjr 
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ancy of modern cookery, we (hould probably count too 
much on the temperance of the individual. What I 
Aow mention is demonftrated to hi^ve been a miftake in 
politics. It was not a meafure calcubted for the genius 
of the good people of Elngland : we are too daring and 
repugnant to falutary laws. All restraint being taken 
off*, and ading under the fandlion of fecrecy, it is no 
wonder that we abufed the indulgence, and brought 
children from great diftances, all at the hazard^ and nutni 
with the lofs of their lives. 

Nor do I conceive the matter would be mended if, in*- 
ftead of one receiving Foundling Hofpital in London, we 
had one in each county, with a view to prevent the 
danger of children being brought from great diftanccs. 
^Jiis would rather multiply the evilj and prove one of the 
moft injurious meafures that could well happen to uSj 
with regard to the morals, induftry, marriages, parental 
love, and domeftic duties of the common people, on aH' 
which heads I have told you my fentiments. But to ar- • 
gue from hence againft an hofpital, which it is evident 
can afford relief in certain inftances of preferving lifc| 
Where relief is much wanted, and which can be giveh 
without entailing evils, feems to be equally dangerous and 
fallacious. We may err by corrcfting too much and 
too faft, or by leaving a difeafe without a remedy, as well 
as by making the remedy worfe than the difeafe. 

In regard to the eftablifhment of county workhoufes, 
or houfes of Induftry, thefe may anfwer for the govern- 
ment of adults by rendering them more induftriousj 
but fuch places cannot receive infantij unlefs at the 
4 mother's 
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mother's brcaft i and in this cafe they will be in great 
danger from being congregated in numbers : the mother 
will rear the child much better in a cottage. But even 
in cafe of fuch workhoufes, the bills of mortality will 
remain equally unprovided for, 

Whilft I plead for theHofpital, you are not to imagine 
that I mean any total or unneceflary feparation of chil-. 
dren from their parents. The lacedemonian plan might 
do for a little pagan country of fo}diers, and their flaves 5 
but will never anfwer for our extenfive chriftian land of 
general freedom, where nature and law, reafon and 
religion unite in one common caufe to guide and to de- 
fend us. As our religion and laws are conftituted, pareqj- 
tal afFeSion and filial piety ,are the ftrongeft cements of 
fociety. The habits of love and obedience mutually 
arifing from thefq connexions, as they are moft agree,*- 
able to nature, become the moft permanent fupports of 
government. 

I have therefore no idea of putting any child,, whofe 
parents are known, in the fituatjon of 3, foundling : if thefe 
are fuch as will not charge themfelves, and ought not 
to be trufted with a child, the Public becomes the Pa^ 
rent. In fo vaft a multitude there will be fome parents 
fo ill qualified to take charge of their own children, 
that they cannot be in worfe hands. When this hap-, 
pens to be the cafe, or that the parents give the child to 
be educated by the public in the manner, beft calculated 
to preferve life, and provide a proper education, there 
can be no violation of parental rights. In efFeft it 1$. 
dpiic in all cafes where parent^ fend the child to the 

parUb, 
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parlfli, and arc not able or willing to tbtnk any moie 
about it. 

The idea of a public hofpital for the reception and 
relief of diftieffed infants within thele bills of nnorralitj, 
afcertaining the objefl:, and avoiding all ind^fcrMninate 
receptions, is fupported both by reafon a:id experience. 
The experience of above one hundred and feventr 
years, if not a longer time, has proved that the want of 
foch an hofpital on this fpot, hath been attended witk 
the moft pernicious confcqucnces to the community ; 
xnd many reafons are obvious, though all of them have 
nf)t exifled in the fame degree for the whole extent of 
time. 

ilh Here are 147 parochial divifions, befidcs others of 
fubjeds not of the eftabliflied church, all contiguous to 
each other. 

2» Here is a collection of a great part of the n^iferj', 
as well as the affluence, not of his Majefty's three king- 
doms o»ly, but of the whole Britifh emfwre. 

3. Here the manners of the common people are gene- 
rally more vitiated than in other places. 

4. Here it is the lot of many thoufands to live in a 
more confined manner than the prefcrvatioa of infant 
life will admit of» 

5. Here is burnt a vaft quantity of fea coal, the ful- 
phureousefFeds of which are pregnant with infinite mif- 
chiefs to the tender ftrings of infant life, and parti- 
cularly of fuch as are confined, as ai»ong the laboring 
poor. 

6. Here 
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6. Here infants die in twice the proportion as in the 
grcatefl manufaduring towns, and at four times the rate 
of many villages in England. 

7. Add to all this, the defe£ls in parochial conduS, 
and a cuftom fo univerfally prevailing of negledling the 
prefervation of the parifli infant poor, the evil has reach- 
'cd to a moll fhamerul and enormous height. 

You and all the world will judge if it is not prohabJc 
from fafts, the moft perfuafive of all evidence, that if 
the inftitution of the Foundling Hofpital had been con- 
fined to the bills of mortality, it might have been inftrii- 
mental to the faving at lead four or five hundred chil- 
dren annually, to be reared and ufhered into life, being 
of the fame clafs as thofe who for ages paft have con- 
ftantly periflied. And if it is true that at this time they 
continue to perifh, the fimple queftion is^ — 

Why this hofpital is not brought back to the only true 
principle which ought to have been adhered to in the origi- 
nal formation of the inftitution ? or why we (hould not re^ 
vert to fuch principle, and rejoice that we have at length 
found a treafure, whatever the difcovery may have coft. 
I have faid that I do not mean to cut ofF any child jfrom 
parental connexions, where it can poffibly be avoided ; 
but to encourage parents to take their children again 
whenever there fliall be any change of their fituation 
to put them in a capacity to take a decent care of 
thcJr own offspring. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

JbiUtjf 
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^f all appearance 63 per cent, being living, or near tai 
Hhsrdff inftead of (o many being dead, near hsilf the 
number of fuch children will be preferved and brought 
to maturity, which is more than the common bills of 
snortah'ty can produce, taking in the whole mafs of in- 
liabitants, .. j ^ 

' |f children are ciNiveyed in a tender and human^nnn- 
:)Mr to the hofpital, I am perfuaded when they are ther^ 
,|iifc beft nurfes the price will admit of, will be procured: 
.itnl ify when a child is weaned or reaches la mpnth^^ a 
.ftcond child is entruftcd to a woman, efpecially wbea 
/ibe has any afliftants about her, two half-crowns a wed 
will be a fufficient obje& of encouragement to l^p 
children alive, 

^ You will judge, upon a coroparifon, what has be^n 

^done by the parifhes in queftion, at any period witbU 

the fame number of years. Or go back, if you pleafir, 

half a century, and upon the view of the accoupt 

. judge of the refiftlefs evidence of the fviperigrity lybi^ 

. fhe hofpital is entitle to, in th^ fcn^e of tb^ cqmm^- 

. nity, to whom the children belong, J^^lg^ ypu how 

long we are to go on fquandering of lives. Judg^e you 

yrhere it is we are to feek redrefs ; or what methods we 

^e to ufe to obtaifi nt, if not by means gf the fo^nd- 

jing IJofpit^ ? 

' I 'am, yours, &c. J, H, 



Mattery 



id^ffrj' un4ir jf^ Congdei^ien^ of farliamtU^ mtb regard^ 
tb€ fn^nfiftency of placing out Cbiidrenjo laboriug PeofU ofut 
micbanic ArtSp beyond the Age tf twentyone*, 

L E T T E R XXXV. ^ 

WITH regard to the placing out children (o eartjf 
.as feven^ this can be hjjrtfiil only "wYitxt^.ptcper 
ferfom are not to be found who wiU tth charge of them fo 
y^urtg. Were we to adopt the notion that it mtj/i be dsne^ 
>wh*ther there be arty parents or parental connexions in 
Hie cafe or not^ it would lead us out of our depth, and 
-tender it an aft of cruelty. Nor i*it material in the 
j^rdent queftion : thefe foundlings having been token 
in at the rate of 3900 per annum, from June 1756, 
tliere are now a confiderable number of ten and 
' ehven years of age, whom it will be firft nccc(to)r^ to 
jet off, " ^ 

■ But if the Governors of the Hofpltat can give fatjf- 
fa<aory affurance to the Houfe^ that they have donci, and 
" continue to do in general, better for the children and tha 
'public, %vithout fuch 'prentice fees than wifA thtfiti^ X 
■• ptefurtie no fees will be given : otherwife, if the Hoiife 
doth not acquicfcc in the opinion of the Governors, the 
Covcrnors will conforin to the decifioh of thcHoUft ; 
and if it is to be fo, I hope they will Qoiicv^ with 4 g9o4 
gtace : th^ir beft ppHcy will be to put the Houfe in a 
good humor, that all paft differences may be buried in 
5 2 oblivion 
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obliviQn, and the further good propoM to be «kme, es« 

tered uppn v^ith frefti fjpjiic and alflCJ^iry. . 

Ai to the fifth article^ «ehtiAg to- die tkne oC ?pren<' 
ticeihipy a notion* hath gainfd credit witb Cbme^ thtt 
a boy cannot obtain a fetdement upon the zSt of the 
43d Eliz. unlefsr he ferires till he 19 twtntffiur years of 
age. This opinion ts dire£Uy contrary to the principle 
of gaining fettlemeots hy firvitude^ after ;»year ; Mniii 
it were really the cafe, k is necefiary the 9£t fhould be 
amended, it feemtng lefs pernicious that a few filoutd) 
in the viciffitudes of time^ become cafual poor, and tnift 
to Providence for a fupport, than that a number fhouldbe 
tempted to vioFate the law ^ or be compelled to drag on 
a fcrvitude till 24, in a bufinefs wherein they were adepts 
at 17 y preventing marriage, difcouraging induftry, and 
laying the foundation of perpetual difcord between maf- 
Icr and 'prentice. 

• This hath long been the ordinary confequence of facb 
tedious 'prenticefhips ; and the reafon is plain. If' we 
confider a carpenter, a mafon, a blackfmith, a wheel-^ 
Wright, a baker, a taylor, a peruke-maker, or a hufbaad-^ 
xnan, with an apprentice of 24 years old, in this forward 
sige, it is a kind of contradi<aion to the diftates of com-: 
ihon fenfe. And, if we come to the great bulvt^rk of the. 
nation, the Coafiing, or foreign commerce, to render a ]»d' 
liable to beprefft as a man, into the King's fervice, in time, 
of war at 18 ; and at the fame time, whilfi he is fubje^ 
to all the hazards of war, to work for his mailer, wbofir 
fervant be is till 24 y and who, upon producing his ia^ 
denture is entitled to his />^. This is fucb an abrurdxty/- 

as 
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^ire n or 14 jvatts ftYvittHb^. THrngol ai^ ncivdr diflfeii^ 
t«ntly circutnftanced than in the infancy of thc<>Pbi^r^ 
vSoLWi What wa» tf tc^ meaiAirfr '»t ^laM^ fimejiiiay Bis a 
^/k^ Dii^ at thi^}...^iKl' tb« cMtiftumce of (M ia>#9 
^hifidtiG^e iisjiirioiiBy r is^i'm^effirit^'iii^tng n^w ones aif 
febfijMdiiiatitDBL:.: k.viU-.i»r.eafy ttralncr this part p and 
tiw rsfriotiote.was inteiided wiUi' vtfptA to tfat fotmdW 
lingB ara^ £dutai7 meafure^' 

The cu/iom of fuch tedious -preiitiGeftips is adherm' 
to^fi with/ this diilmiice howcvory^thu although fhe 
insknturds.are made out till ^ -ai^ of 24^ there isar 
fftf ther agfdement aiikKuccd 9$ iui endorfement or append-** 
age^ that the nrafter (hati delirer op the indenture, 6i 
l»f«t the Uberty of difchargtng tSie 'prentice at 2U 

.What an abiurd- conftrudion ia thta^ with regard to 
the fenfe and meaning of the A&of the 43d £Iiz.!--0/ 
vAiat an abftird part of our laws which re({uires fuch' 
quibbling jfind evafion, to accommodatd ordinary oceuf«^' 
rences to rea(bn and common fenfe? If the placing our 
children till the age of 24 is abfolately required %y th«^ 
law, to gain a fettkm^nt, is not thii ewfion titegal f And- 
if the mafter is at liberty td part with the 'prentice at.^ 
2P, is hot the 'prefttidfc alfo at liberty to part with the 
mafter ? Or at what time may they legally part, and yet 
the 'prentice be fecure of a fettlement ? I have feen a 
moil: able CounfelVoiHnion,Jn. regard to the foundlings, 

which 



wbkh declares, that althongh it 1119 Be Uhxfkl t6 place 
them out^till they reach the age of 24, it is not therefore 
nnlaufiU to place them till the age of 21 only. If there 
if any real difficulty in this aflair^ with regard to fettle- 
inents, I ihould be glad to know the reafon why it is not 
rectified. 

This point heing clearly afcertain^d, the fcuflnefs of 
apprenticefbip would go on more fmoothly : And wb^ 
can^ or what ought to be done for the foundlings^ 
parifh children in the country. Gentlemen of landed 
eftates, efpecially fuch as have zStzA as magiftrates or as 
guardians to the poor, can hardly fail of being as good 
judges as any other perfons. 

As to being put out a year fooner or later, it alfo 
appears to be moft congruous with reafon and experi- 
ence, that in the country, children of ten or eleven, tho* 
it is ^ tender age, may be rendered of fome fervice whilft 
they are further removed from temptations to evil than 
in great cities. Many parifh children in London and 
Weftminfter are not placed out till they are thirteen or 
fourteen, but then the officers give but trifling fums with 
thcm^ When they are fent out very young, mafters arc 
apt to treat them improperly j and when they are kept 
long, their habits are more difficult to corredl, Thus 
in every cafe a right judgment is neceflary, and the 
happy medium is generally the beft. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 
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Further Confideratiw concerning kofving the Hojfitalsf depuedant 
\, fi» tie Foundling Hoffitah in the Hands of the Cbrporatioft. 



;/-y'-x;E"T.xE^i^;: ^^xxyi. • 

IN regard- 1<) the hbfpkals of ifcitc;^*' and Shrewflimy 
belonging to, iand' under th&*dire£tion of the Found- 
Jing Hoffrital^ in London > -it }s a ftrong ai^ument for 
leaving them iri the hands of the Corporation, that in 
izStj we are yet young and'wiprac^ifed in what man- 
ner to behave, fo as to preferve the lives and edoicatae 
.any confiderable number of orphans under one dire^Ion 
and govef nment, as in the cafe before us. We are rnbve 
ignorant and unpraftifed in the art of*pr^f^ihg in* 
.fants id the parifhes in queftion, under mAnyiittGtlotkii 
therefore w^ fliould not part with either of thofehofpi- 
tals, more thaii we fhould wantonly bfFend an ally whilft 
it was doubtful whether we ihould ftand inTiieed of his 
affiftance.. 

At the fame time I am not for giving ho^Jttal educa^ 
tioh fu'Ch a diftinguilhed preference as fome.contend for. 
Mankind are apt to contract: corporation prejudices, 
, and a fondnefs for their original conceits. • If a child 
is known in bis neighbourhood, and become an ob- 
jeft of tendernefs, as frequently happens in the Jeaft vi- 
tiated ftate of life, in the country, whether among me- 
chanics or hufbandmen, farmers, fhop-keepers, or any 
fober: laboring people ; if thefe have few or no children 
pf their own, or have put tbcm into the world, and 

arc 
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are in a decent condition, in fuch caiei to remove ji^ 
orphan from a j)lace where there i$ a fair chance of 
gaining a parept, though it i>e a poor on(;i is defeatii^ 
the kindnefs of Providence : it is impolitici if not io^ 
jurious to the xbild, and itt the iAiatHi^ be^unful to 
the community. Were hofpital education fuperiar t« 
mimtcM be fca£»n^/. ;ii»^ioed» .it ^tm rft^ orm* 
iM^ions^of thisfikiiHl} ;»nd.M0Mi^ifm9,th9*:^}MQr^ 
•MU9S 'pc^tipe ^/y ;iusq ibe .viud.^lpringt xif^J 
iCjpiBmei:ee. . . i • 

:«Xi}rcimiftaoces judtQkntfly.anj impai!ti^fy.jexBiiiia«l,* 
(SMift .^etfrmme. every i^afe^pf: tliia>oatiir.e9;iUttlithe nik 
i#f Judging muft be foitnded tn.tfae:isnii»iu»f abi|ig% 
iwhich God in hit wt&iom b4$ rbeft dMcA«l« . Tb«e 
.9ije JnlUnGfis in^which ftheP^ij^afqpraatiuKi iMAdMlMr 
;lhc:ft$tQ .pf^«'.«fVi)^, ib :tbat .it wfuild be no kindnefii 
*to the ;chiid;.or. to thejpobJic, to truft Jiii»; witli^ijidi 
,ii;;p«r(An« Ja the cafe of /the Fpuodliog^, Abe Jtins 
fee9is!tx>;baveibeefi on the oifcheriMk* i^ndJlMKLOgcifioiirtt 
the removals bf feveral children to hofpitals^.^yrb^ JACr 
-luqpt^wsce jn .a better *£tuation before. . ..... > 

. -tIo the mean while, ibme pariihiooerh tiid ^Ibpne-^ 
nib officers, have occafionally olijefted 4i» ^ laboring 
man's uking one of thefe- childiren as <an ^appmntice, 
finom the pafiiiUty s6f bis^becoming «a fsmptr. f In-tbe g$<i 
jseral-view cf good policy and 'humanity, ^tbia9 Uod.-pf 
condufl in the officer appears <6 -be i»politio4UuLiAlm* 
iinan, if npt-iin arbitnuy^^nflvuAion^ lawt - 
't^Tfae rule of judging! apprehend to.b^, if a nvm or 
v^omaa aretarning theiP'brcti(d,>€Qmfort4bly,' though, by 
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the fweat of thfttr h-oiv» } if tbey hwi knd up children 
dftlieircwn: aMUfU^y may jtf-obtbly ttvc ro^lQitgif 
to fee the ckrH old eimigh tio get bit broad in 9ny other 
fffvioe, in cafe xif need, Wh^t more H necefiary } TwA^ 
denied il not loke indulged merely for its own fiike; 
hiiit fremt to be -inifiolhiQ if not abfurd to rempvo futh 
MfihWi in fitch a fituation to an hofpttal for education.' 

' Ic is n& hb trui^ tfaa: there are many cbildrM 
whc^ nurfa ov oon/ieAions arc not fituated as I have 
defirrihed, but are miferably poor, or worthier in diar 
ra&er : in fach cireumilanced the child fbould be 
ranownl tdiAtt mxtfu i and if tfiert are none good 
to be foundr i^ "M^y ^^ the utmoft froptmif^ 
bo fint to aa hoi]ibal for education : and in manjr 
eafti it asuft oome at laft^ as cheisnly dFeAual method of 
iiflMrifig it into the wiorld* * 

• AB At Foondliiigs in qiieftioii ate without partnta^ 
and we fhall find die partflv cfaUdfen left with the of& 
€erB» are m\»ch ki ths fame fixation i but, n^ien 
placed ia cottagm ati4 remote viilages, it is fiMnetiibiea 
4ificttlt to prcnride any means of inftru&on t i«» tki^ 
viewaifo^ the hatfing a few befpitati, as a« pfylym 
cither i^ iftftridttDg #r facing Mi: chiMnNt, Mf^ 
«f greaa ntflfty* 

There fan be 00 mAariMfidiki this iofiMcc : btft W9. 
8eMra)Iy&i<aftimwiahko|Afiiimadi0fted| ap^iwhero 
thi^ bappetfs to bo ^ cafc^ aaid mm jLi;e wee wrongy 
tkcy remain ^; «biffas» tf a ^w ib««d4 th^Kig^ffoai 
a right Of ii|im » t ^Mg om^ M Wg n gg ft^P P^ <»^y 



tfcft buB, he has i^.-ycnr* jW* cJ^i*^ ^ ftw© his 

.ecror) sitidretuxping^,^^ia-to^^:i^lg^,,rf v ^ i; 

^^^Ig^every ca& tiii^^u^ bcb^iitbt gmi4 lib^lie of 
-^^Ith) agriculuj^er^nci: pafturage,, tbiP JWfon lis^vc^rjr 
vftrong for fending ^/thisjiifb^^ifrirrclafr^-mank^ 
*tktther, from great. ^^^^ and.vkflfping )tfaf9t there, gs 
long, and as much as the freedom of.^^fiiibjeft wtll«d* 
mi t. If in proce^ ^^ time Aej Tc^ucW'ta cities, y^;QC»us 
in ^ealth, ; and principled ii\ virtuei itbqr may < bchahle le 
ftal^ the tria^ th^y mMft go tbroughi;.^ . -;• . •- -, 
c If it is urged that all tl\e Fmi4iifVHJ>^W^ gOPd tim 
the parijh children^ ibouM be placed <put.tPiia|Kiaoiia:0|Bh. 
ployments, or if ^^^y go to houiho}d ^Hic;^ . aod^other 
occupations no^. ^^i;ju;ieally under|^)od.jm)cr Atpe-^^etior/ 
mjnatipn oflalftiiusy^ysi^ichi^/^ni^^'.^^ 
argument hold^ eq^^Ily ftrpng^ ^.^h^ truth is^ wersmift: 
put Ahem put. as, t^e, otaJ^ ofe/i^ and where k cm 
be done wkh^hejpsQft.lafety aad^Pi:opriety^ . ,^:^, 

Bvtt Ut us not lofe %bt 9i th« conmoffiiyNuI of jnatoie. 
and dgmeftic life. . ^Gi^eat i>iud9iK:9;aitd;ffiodcsttionr a^e 
eflentii^d to fuch lundf^ttahiagiv i^iTfiought to^CMrrj Aid 
conftantly in nyivH. jibat where^ cbiUbrttti ace left: t<ysdl)^i^ 
ui^cilltivatipd in monk and leUgsoiiyithey will jro^i^,^ 
even ip thi$ ciy-iftian civilized; opoiitry/ltkefiojtitta^'^ 
weeds in a gardem Therefore, to iijedt any means ig^ 
pnomoting the eaule.<>f rel^a>Md civtlisiuioiSy as^ ^ 
condemn ^ as pemki^Cis in emy cafe^ : whkh »m^i 
applied to a good ufe in ^mne^ exceeds ffae bottiidr'^'<- 
that ^uity and moderation which is tffimdat to icAfiid^'; 
policy. . .*■ . . .;:• .-_ . ■•■-'^•'.r :':?i^ 

There 



dom where youn|J^';^rf0AS ire' cibg^ti^at^ ancf bfbu^ 
up7from an^^^Ijr^iae of Ufcryct I tte not tocait to 
argue frof»«iiiy fuibhy'bectt^ fo edudst^^ 

aiB^jif genmili'ki^iRi^d for higher employmenct^ dia^ 
e&ai>ei ruppdfe4"1^'fall to the loit of the diftreiTdl 
€hildiwiin<iiiiiftlfe;c r; :=* V' 

ibcpcrieiict^^^WW^fettair mfthiaordF mankind and 
tiU w(»h»ire^^^^7ieA4tf ta^, and in whslt manner^ Wier ^ah 
provide moft effeaoilly-for a datfs of our fellot^ iuS'2 
jean Siirti«lAV64)a^«^%i^ai^d very tihworthily, we ckft 
pfaieeido#itfc4c^amAoflon and cahcfor. - ''"' 

At^tfefe adV^hcW^|«ifed; to fpt^^Sfcaveiy in'any^ 
fcrtrf^bf feoWteftg^^'^iWay appear fomantiCj burtlie^l^ 
i©vupoii:*«'m6ftiiirthtoirt 1*cc*d^; and thW divifciity' 
oP.ifcondittetitB ^ )ft^fd[bjea 1$ it dbrMbbradng c^^idehce," 
ti»u*\#e hat^ nlNtr%ee«i^ii^iiaiirt^ ilow degfe^^,^ 

what we couW"a<ami'-'»itm*atbtigHf fartl^r tp'be <^otie,^ 
fewnfrtoibc yetiiH^lhrWbtob df \r^\ •^' ■ - 

You:cansjtotmifitfkt^l»S^iln^ Fpttnd:: 

lingbt oi^.othecs;iita;i>4iftib^uilh ;bet#iidk' d^ tit ' 

al^e94x,> ijl ijgood •faaMa) aftiiWiyl^tWiA Ma little ' prb^ ' 
n)^^m«ntv^^iiifi^fni^ inlh«iaiid"Aiid uflii^r^ liitd-^ 
th^ ^9M^ otH «t|bi4»^»h^ *are deftlM^^ oP fath adv^h- "^ 
tagjs jn^'YTdU' .willo^Mb «:fte^^9bat • ^tSi rc^rd to Fdui^d*^ ^ 
liitgfi^ ^[jd^BdB fmtchobflUhdiHKeal of fhtjpeabhr W? 
nu^iiM. ii Ofi:t]9«>otl|cr. hand^ I h^W granted it Wt^ ' 
ex%eeqMy»ai!ieaktand>9mrtail,^m^iltfert^ 
par»dft>iofcjiitcbi#toali .4d*«fck:4wj:iMi6ub* to^^^ 
gate greater numbers in hofpitalis than is confiftent- 

*'^^iT T 2 with 
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Fith the faitty of childrens health. I infift on 

Che necefity of bqng cautious, that the extreme ' ^f 

^^ne opiniofi -may not give occaiion for an eAli e m c 

-^n the contrary fide. I am feardiiig after truth end 

. the paths of .humanity and good pbliqr : 'wbercrer 

;«fe find it, I- apprehend that difierente im opinioh, 

where numbers are to decide, can In Itfelf produce to 

moral evil s but difcord, a»d oppoTitipn fef oppofi^ 

tion fake, or from diAikes attiong men* are db? 

bolical. ... 

My opinion is not fdr breeding ttp tbe children of 
the poor, 0\ut up within the narrow tOoipaft of oti bd^ 
pita], in preference to the common methods mfikgr Vft \ 
although hofpitals may be of eminent fa^jcc to in« 
ftruA children, and in ibme c^fes pmvent grent cvHs, 
-. Moreover, that although in die prcfetit i^ewiof iChints I 
might not be iiiduced to terA/, but «p|rfy my thMgkti 
and peevniaiy •abilities anoOier way, yet I would irfe 
what I found ready flti^ared to my hand, tn the wfe)ie» 
dr m pArt> ae neceffity ihquld di^te. 

I am, yours, &c. J. II. 

iottJidgratUtu tf Patiament in rf^i /« the Lghgr and ^Ofrfdnjp 
9f Clnldrtni anitbdv dtffitreni kuids of Empl&jfHtew, 

L E TT ER XXXVlL 

IShftll iSmik ftki/Ut fcflppy if any efibrt I ma tai^^ 
"ofj contribmes ^ ^le r^oyal of {srejodicoil, asd 
* in dny degree ftcftt^iles an ngneement iii leniunciits' of 

what 






1»vrhat;.i$. r^ht ar^l $t to be done .on the part of ike 
Hou&.i9f Comf|iGiii6,.the pariflies wkliun the biils- '6f 
momiityy aa4 tbe^^oundling HofpUail. Wkh fiitk4i^ 
lignil pncfent you with thin hiftorkal detail, mHitk 
•luch ^cpmmcots a^ arife from the BahkSL Afttr (a 
fiiuch experi^nccp, it may be hoped our variety in tck* 
, |;ime()|4 will <;ii^nciir in af|e point. The tiijeSt istni^ 
i$m9- «i)d thf Jntere^. 'Common to th^ whole 'Coti^ 

Among feveral articles, one, which fell Zander poar-* 

':(|iwieiitiiry Q^diprmqpei^ tjhough bo refcltahm wa$ tt^a 

. lupo^. it, v»s.|he.Asr;zmr^ pf 1^ Foundling* hjT ifceir 

work^^as if !f:hey had not been pFotperly eiiaj>Ioyed9 liip^ 

ipofitfig theqi to be of the s^ges of 6, 7, 8 and 9 yiiaii. 

iHqvic fi^^tch chiidren of thde ages may eara in (baie parta 

1 pf /the 4c:ii^om^ Wb^« thei«areiiiaaifad«tnBf,uiJ«4ikii 

jro^^g perfons can b^^^iployed, and where tfiaife^ i# a9 

. }>read but what depends on their labor, I will not undier^ 

^ take to determine > I believe fome in fuch circumflaqeea 

do more than maintain tbemfelves ; but the cafe j&diffe-> 

re«tjwith,children in hoQiitals, an^flypr^ided/oi:. 

Tint cafe is alfo diffetent in n;gard to the governoRS 
of an hoipital. Tbefe, tho' zealous ior the public, it is 
not to' be pcefumed can devote f# j^Jindii tipie fp the 
encouraging and enforcing of thia kind pf ioduftrjTj ai 
to ftoiyxQt any great gains, cfpecialljr in cities where 
Aere is much bufmefs and diiEpatipn^: Xhe moft that 
n^nand.expi^rience hitherto afford a good foundation 
to expert, from the care taken by gentlemen, frho 
; have no private intercft to ferve, ia, that childreii be . 

■; '--■-" -■•^■■V -•:.:..-._ _ kept 



kept einplojred, and. early . habjtt^!M!c4:%p -f«d*^f ro 
order to be early recommended to mafters wt^^^iy^ 
treat them properly, and yet^qbligQ, ^fesnfe.Jft^^^Ark- 
lVhat may be done hercafur mojjj^jtii^ ^KpifJ^UTli 
.jiot pretend u> juigt^h^zyS^ ^1 lyw>y|^t^J|B^«^ 

The part of good: ^cr^wrs js-tJo,%j,.>^^ ^i/i:/l 
place, tbat the /rt^rj of.cbildrei^ ^:PiffP!P4.i'j1lfilit^kPb 
morals-^ next ihti;: hoflib^ ihM cMsftdi^fi^^kgitu/lm^^^^ 
rameniy their habit of indttfitj i anj^ ^fifttjr.tWk gmtA'.ow 

If the order i$ retried, I am afyaid^biit Vnlr tgiiod! 
will be done. For fuppofmg a ,child tor i^r<^)£^db«' 
bread, is it not a ftrong reafon for.gp^tingbiii^-^i^ the 
world, and eafin^ the public ^bpMj ,pf ^ rO^gifiii^i 
And can this be done fo effeduall^ a^ by rcroifWK^fi^gt 
the child in the feyeral viewa ; i;iientiQ^ed| it^^H^ 
faying'^' by his utmoft exerVion he c&{V ga|n.^ ff^¥^.- 
a day,** which perhaps hap^nod but one d^y i|p; \^ 

I have already obfervcd that it fcems ncceflarjrjn^ip^jyr 
inftahces, towards placing children out in si Pepper maA* 
neri'to c6hgrcgate a confidcrable part of tncin, jn ^^ro^r,. 
tafs," In order t0 ftiQW them : and accordipg^j; j^^^j^ js^, 
erAployiilcnk provided for tKem there^,^ an^ ^tH^y^Vvgy^^b^^a 
prove^as they grow up" ' ' ^j,^,^^ -^^ 

Foundlings to Ifi^e provided 5^'?^'i^^'^^??5^!fMP?^^ 




anH^a ptieait dirc£b.*cir.w6r^. . , j.^:^^^, •,,» j,,d.Vi. 

.... ' ' ■ . w? 



10 



,. VNimt VtJE^'toifeachth<kto'i^ha their 1^^^ 

<Stot»»:'r '"^"'' **' '■■••■•'■■■■•■••'■';•••■ ■ . >■ '' 
-'A'V^ef'i8tt8«'i<i6-in;- ■ •" : ■■■" ■ " '■ ~ '^/'^^ 

'! Mlftrefli^ {Bfi^ilM^, Naming, ^mnihgaiid fewing. 
NotwRHSaAaih^'^ ket ptadtict <^ i)%e vmrk hitherto 
doae has been but a trifle. 

^^ At tte tefpi^s*^if*^ifeh(^ MASf>rewfiuryy fomc of 
thtif al^Utii^'fiStdriira;- atnd otliers in^jf be cultivated^ 
^oid t>aftiitia|^ p<=4#l#e(N^;' as pra^lifed izi the charter or 
working &iMb)]|^^^&i ![SMaA<l, as far as the ftrength mi 
.tfciide.r<y*infedf^t8t^^fii!ahea will aamit. * This lays a 
.f<ttm'itetWtf^HajciHl5lfe feAiftryr TWis in fome mca- 
fuiid ^foffiftec^'^imaPimaV 1)%' imprbveld • but it wouiij' 
i>e^^d8flg^fouii-lo^fieSS'ffi; to exAa k(M' taiks as ifotnc 

:'^e Oi^aiiiWJSaSdlihgs, ih thofe two hofpitafs^' 
ni^^^ d>iifiderab]% l^ahtity of woolen cloth, yet not 
fecfi ^t iiKltttIhe materials, the implements, themaftcrs,^ 
&c. take off a great part of the gain* . r 

'A^'to'the'mbre'fedentary parts of ufcful occopation, 
fudi 'fe'dlarning, knim^ and?weavmg by i^x; and 
dartfwfigj'ftwiilg, fpinniiig and knitting by girls ^ there can ^ 
be hofeubtcbhcefhingthe propriety of fuch employment,^ 
pr6V)d^a 'ibeydo nofi&t fo long at a time as to inmrc^ 
their health. 

I iip{itehttkf fna^ mucb a{^c9Ction to^ the loom for-, 
vciyyifihg'iieifens^^ to vigoikr of fonftitutioo ; \ 

andf^fcis cvefy^tirfployWht wW^^ entirely fcdcntaryj 
or wfiwc-th^i'iSr'^'Fs'rc^cicred noi(brn^ iand where great 
numbers are congregs^ed/thUis'often the cafe. 

'■'*\. % ■ With 
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With rcfpe£t to girls, the making ud wMnJ^mg aS 
. tbelr €wn chaths^ (hoes excepted^ tenda.very mu^ to 
pr^ferve % decent refpe<Sl for their .own fcxiowm^ -miiidi 
has Bccei&rily an influence, on-mocalr: and fimuilattf*: 
phahs being evidently in noft danger, flMuid br gvanW 
as much as poffible at all points. Tfats-«ock tbej^ May 
learn more early duo is generally imagined. . **^ v 

If this method apem in common life in pnrifiief ^anX^ 
aH fehools of indttftry, we IboaM lea moirt- Inhere mA- 
lefs laMiorality, beeattfo there nffDiiM he fo moiA 4t 
higher fenfe of the duty which' tn4ividuais fi> appa^ 
rently owe to theinfelves } and confeqoently fuch pio^ 
Cgacy, fuch complicated wretchednefs of filth and nigs,^ 
as we continually behold in oui; ftreets, would be fe fiir 
prevented. Can a trifling gain for any thing made and 
ibid, bear any cbmparifon with th^Sfe advaiitages ? 

The (ame holds in the degree for a boy as a girl | and 
the ability of making his own coat, is fo portaUei 
that he will never be ei;icuml>ered with it, either as a 
foldier or a failor, a mechanic, manufa&urer or laborer, 
more than he is by being able to knit and darn his own 
fiockings i or more than a gentleman is, who has a ge- 
nius for mechanics, and works for his pleafure, as thefe 
may do from neceflity, be their proper occupation what 
it will. When a boy has learnt to kiiit his fiockings and 
to^arn diem, why fliould he not alfo learn to few a 
leam, or patch a hole in his coat f If cuftom is pleaded 
for fuch omiffion of inftru£li6n,«of what is Co ng^t to, 
itfelf, and fo naturally produ^ve of good, it may as 
well be pleaded in defence of real wickedness w^n it 
happens. -^ Thefe* 
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T&de i^ntages ,are adually acquired 'in a conficiffr- 

able degree in the boTpitals' in queftibn. ' In the mean 

l^iteihe childrenr learn to read, ami tbb rudiments t>f 

rtUgJcM and moraiity are taught, certain hours being 

appointed for labof, others fbr the book, and others iof ' 

the mote iedentarjF wbrk abomemetidoned ; fo that with-' 

out fatiguing thcinind orinjuiing the health, they may* 

be kept faKrciTantly in-aAioir* It is die great fecret of 

ati ablelnftnifbrtadiitd'aAd viary ufki judicioufly, fcif 

sis to rtflder them e«ry,tii a young perfon, and yet effec-' 

Ciial to the end proved, 

I am, your'Sy &c. J, Bfi 

tiki Pfifrieff tf ntmniug t^ fi*veral Uo/fitah tf tbe Corpora* 
tion, in ikeir Hands f titt ii is /ten wiat cms h§ dossil 

l' E T T B R XXXVIir. 

IN this enquiry it is neccITary.to inform you, that 
the hofpitals of Ackwprth and Shrewfiwj will jiot 
comniodioufly contain above one thoufand children 
with the fervants, referving room fo£ extraordinary ac- 
cidents. There are many cafcf^ in which children Ihould 
be removed to infirm^iesy and Celit out of thp hofpitals \ 
and others in which their convalefcejice requires room 
in the hofpit^s, diftip£t from the other children. In the 
mean while, the crowding fucb hpfpitals, for the fake 
of parade^ or upon the fuppofed neceffity of accommo- 
dating as great numbers s^ po^ble, woulda in its con- 
fequenceSy countera^ tiie very end for which they werp 
intended • If they produce all the good which the na- 
ture of them admits, and they prove a great relief in 

U cafes 
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<si£ei of need, jt cannot become difpotabic wfaetber ibef 
are in general, and in their mturCf^ gmL 
• All the hofpilalffy viz* at London, Ackwortbc Eai 
Sfarew(bury, which are the only biildingt ereAol- bf 
the corporuion ; and at Chefte^, Wefttrham, Ajrldbtiif 
and Barnet, which ate old houii»i:ltiU noc contain ulbmit 
half the Foundlings living at ti>is ^y $ fo that jo/mlBi 
the neceffity, where there are ««m&lerable nunibaf of 
children to provide for^ to appoint move nethodi «( 
education, and outtntcnance than one ;. graatiiBg ahaiil 
would be as abfurd to think of eonfining tke tdoctdba 
of fttch poof children .entiDely to hofpitals, as to/ sqefi 
hofpitals as unworthy of attention. If one. o^Mntaiflf 
that no education of poor, tn^of an hoTpital^is oSrajqf 
value i aixd anotber, that, hofpital ^education b. thfit vwk 
that ^a« be giv^qn^ l»iha)l think Jl^h* equaUy j^jii|a):fa, 
In common Jife many things arc el^edicnt wbi^lf/Sire 
itot'th^relbrotheibeft. . . .^,. r- ?..;:?. 

:■ *To rcflifythemiftaiEes which ha¥e bfcn c^Hnr^mi 

"O 

m oil' fideS)' andiceftons things to dieir fiiftrfitiffcapitii 
axd'thtf original' good {ntemions iof all parties is-:^ 
taflc 1 have tndcrsakcn. -I believe ftveral of .thci^pRt 
fjfir^ offi<^rft ofisf766 ^p Ty6y^' if ^ey tet-^p,^^*^ 
peft of dcfihg their* work ibwdf in their^otrn^inii^ 
wiH think -MiepMelves' happy* /to find- d* covpn^ea 
^whidi will take it off ihelr Viands; though- fh^^ipnU 
.^ for it9rj)eifig.^ne in th* moft proper miMU B k. :tr.uo' 
It is happy no law was cnaAfed on die c^SA^ktoJ 
4uve mentioned f-aad as there Kas bnsiig muldttjMt 



.timb to .coi^d«i* cif :lt» we ftand the fiiirer obaLiice^aC. 
obtaining the mdn^falvtaiy and ^cfieftual lawt - 
i^rTc^faelirre.. jxiifl.BSoci, and* to be a providentUliift, 
is'i altnf^ •n&'jmdi tbe i^e thing* It.is obvious in tti<l 
dtipdMation^of^DiVJnW ^4itidehce, fchat^Md[oft^i ariAm 
euftfofjif;//) and thsrti^rgreiter^good grows out of a UtS^t 
lA:Q0ifiderihob^l')>rotq^tJnto parliament, in reheiM 
io thoF.^H. a$ -^rtefvjr <yent«;&ppofing it Will be /ft 
ineabcof frodiioingafcight underftanding cf the fobjedt^ 
imd bf jnaking^it airfwer the beft purpofes^ . -. . . ? 
. The abu(e of aaitaftitution under legtiUtive diredioiH 
is no* proof that i^ vrill be fiTefefs tlndier proper regula** 
lions, by the fame «atliorit]r« • The impolitic . meafiune 
0f the indiferimihate reception, ivas the refult of too 
%tM an effort of fatemaUhr)^. That tiie true objea was 
mtrtaieil, We maft {iii))iite to human imperfedlon^ 

We kiowfind three fpacious edifices^ btiih and readf 
fitted to our hands, and it is probable they may bejof 
'greac*ufe, not only for the children which now inhabit 
them,", but hereafter for the infant poor of the biUs aJT 
ihbrtality, or fime 6f theim, mrhen they reach fix years 
of age); and earlier thkn* this, cluldnto ihouki not 'be 
congregated in hofpitaU* -For my owrt part, I think 
at prefent^of iko other than th« children I plead-; for 
i9: ffioper objeiQ&: >And if the hei*pittds ^rei found 
'tiitgflbyy !or. co»yenietie forthc. u& of faC)b of our 
young -ieHow: citip9eiis$:^s are ftatshbd froin the ja#s 
of'tbs^^g^^ it wililft^ajiap^ cwcomftance. - It will 
tttlkcHhsripBEtBOUt iaiih»i)ii)faiidbwonder, being in ef- 
feA ^ a refurre£tion from the dead. Therefore I hum- 

U a •* bly 
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»<'€l]r#.Uufl', that whttever injundions'tais^ tai»f>lBDe;4i« 
law will be mtde, wbich fliaUiiidicslfl »<if the Bdfpkal 
were incapable of any farther ibciisejitOL the pohlMW^!l>e- 
yond^the mere placing out <bejfrMniJUfig«/ .msr oa 
kind. Andio fuch cafe Lftinii)en)r-.fi)«ieh of •pfeuon 
, ilhHthe ftlienating thefehofpiuila would :Wound<.ttiei5;or- 
irdratiootihoiigh it might not fVQ\M xgiUvo to thtkmftB 
vf prcfcrving tlie infant poor JftqucC^iao^^ - ^ , 

iMtt^ yiottis,lcc..J[; U, 

^Di/htce efHtffitaU^ bow far tbtf areji/efi^l^or ibf J^diic/itin 
i>ftbc Po^r, particularlj th^/e fit ^ciwr/b 4Uid ^brtnxjjhwn^ . 

LETT E R XXXIX. '• 

IFhofpital education '^ hath a tendency :^ inakc.chil« 
,. dren UJi fil^ for laborious cmploj^menU,", as.agnfcablq 
tp tti^jefolutions of the Houie 91 Cocnmpns, .^sf. luppof- 
ing'.wc can make them, itjeful^ th^ degree of tl^ Aabor 
tJjcy may be enabled to p^rforrn^y/il.l.^dcj?end.on the ,tr^de$ 
(owl)ich they are appreiuiced. Let us (ipt; pqndopiQ tbis 
mode of prefcrving children wiihput a more attentive ob'^ 
jfcj:v^tion thao any y^t made on it. , . . , . . . 

^ With all it^ ifpp.erfeclions, let us jfiji?; fee wl^^tci«i.be 
dpne hctUr fpr children, before w^^^andon.it ;'.a^;bis 
. ^fo can be known only by trieL .^^3ihp events .gf things 
, fcldom corrcfppnd e^caftly with oufj^de^ of -them.* ^.Jq 
^ the mean whije;, .whatever .detcrpiinj^(;io^,i^^a^ J9^^^<fn% 
is thcrcfoic impolitic^ .... 

,^ in the courfe of eight or ten years^ a numl>f^ fijf phi]- 
djgn.ihoMl^ be accym^lated by means, of. the coxporation, 

at 
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^t;die ycfjF moment thai all tlie worUuppnnr^dy ^^Ob^ 
wMars might find ttaemfeihres diftrQjSed for want of the 
';fiffi|l»ricraf fuGhliD(pitals.v . . :. 
> If upon enquiff^ ic»ikotiM happm .that fome of the \)ar* 
•ridlft )n qtteftioKi -Aould giVe good rea£:>ns for kliep* 
i}}(ig'<thdir-4lvW-Gliiklr^ii fn their own hands, y or '-the 

*' f«m)^s of clH!jdiieii.pit m voluntarily >jr. other pariftes, 
and preferved-^t^iiieK^oiporatioiiy might ftrHrender^e 
.tit Doth -bf ^^Iha^ hospitals very ufeful. 

If after repeated trials it (hould be found that the corr 

" pi3^tioh ' 2ati doa&VeD' or better Ufiihout the fid(pit!!als, 
than ivith iH^m, it Vih then be the intereft of the Go- 
vernors, t^\\ a^ng on behalf of the poor^ to difpofe 6f 
fuch edifices as fo many incumbrances. 

- ^If^ariy GcttHeifian ' fliould entertain a jtdloutff left 
^ 0idb IbuHdingi fhcmltf prove the occaliofi 6f owt fatiing 
' ^gaht into the pfa£Uce of an iiuIifcHmimiti iiSf^\^n^ 

Which has been lb defervedly exploded, all I can fay is, 

' ^Is fears feem to outrun his judgment", for this miftakto 

plan took pTace only in London, and can be carried on 

prfy by means df public money : and may we not as 

boldly pronounce that fuch money, for fuch a purpbfe, 

wFHuotbe granted, as that parliament will «^/'t>uil4 

' hbfp^Is over 'tfte whole kingdom for foundlings, as was 

' '^nce intended ?-^Por my own part, I have faid that I do 

tiotentiertain arthought of any^cr/^recepttdn, norof aky 

Qpeione, e3«:cpt of the dtftnjfed infant foot belonging to 

the bills of mortality. 

- -^ lifit lis hot refinft^bove meafure. The parifh infant 
po6r/the tender cAjeSts of our refearches, are valuable, 

: ► and 
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HM If J* iftcaint to |)Ycfeive thefii r dr^lKf^aj^ n^'vifd'^ 
irMe^' ifitf need itot b^ preferred; "IFihejr are lialuablr^ 
we muft confider which a^e t»e ftefP-tlieifls i:6 W-*^ 
fca their prefervarioff* ^Thft miift'«6«iWi'in Wtd 'rilbft-- 
cafy manner to /^(t/J who urteMdk'^^iiSf^; ki^Svdl'iw^ 
iwft'fbr the-iw// tfihe'^puBUc. 'U^-^W ifeaW tlnife the 
pari/kirtanHer bett^ is ior the mofl' jitrtcr^vtiy bivloile;iiwt 

vi;iet tit farther xph&der, ttrntif aflMitM^iM tlici^c<>iil>ii 

tryii,U pflentially oecei&vy to theeyvt ig^vlMr^ >h-fc ilfl^ 
QDO^ary toretain*the:.mcniKers!oif ttoB^to^^^^tonitiMKyineii 
of fortune and repulattooy whoSi^i^^e^eMntr^j- afttF 
wiU. affift as cmMhtens wkk regiird. ti» the «iHfe<3ionJ0&thr 
hoTptti^i ThiatbapHMrtll ciKarfuHi^doralR>cmt«d vlttR 
a corporation that is'permanenty^ind'Wilt'ncit do wiA* 
jwilbofficors who are changed i»iAtfdl3rl'»^ * -: "- "' 
' Nor do I think ?it?iihatt«t< of IdJ ittiJ>6rtahc^,'W 
this gcjieral .vicw^if tli^ du^y <if^himaf^tt|^, td^fectifir 
the conofpondency already eft^btiA^^rili^veral pkrts^oP 
the Uingdom, with'periofis aff dha^ltiiaiet 'antl*^dndftidifr 
of both fexes, who have aded as Injflfifti/riif N^pfifitti^ 
ivi^tbef'4t regard the lifbyer ilh« inilnl£H6fi of clil- 
di^n;. Our refoorcet^ ftro \mV fatv^ kt^fnlone ef them 

l^.lofL.-. ;.'. •■• .'■ ■ •'•' :■• '••^» -"A ^"^ 

•iMtuf carry this eonftantly in iriind,' that in thdfe' 
cities we artr. in 41 Very fingular difireA^ iVe have^eamff 
Cr,pm. indttbitablr experieiKe, dtatt^Aj^m^ 'require -tf 
much to be furniQied with a regular ias|9f>i)Rof the^neofipP 
Citiissto fupport'Hfe, as tfiu/ri and laboring^ pdrfon^'Ali^o 
OtcafionaUy ftand in need of the affifbnce'of 1i6fp(tab 
%» fet their brokdir limbs- or cure v^tdc^tillfcalcs;^. ''i '■'*\ 

If 



Ji^m^x^^t^^^i^h^^^^^ whether ♦e-cte*: 

piomote jift^rjg j^ ^v^^npe k^^wledge i whiMjr.Ojojf^ 

fouod m^ifiyvttr.dosid^ dotb not fi^lt^w^lM^ 

th^ti j>u|9li^ ii|A^tfiiss oftoaiiu^ire as.pcop$; to t}ij9 N»l^iQI: 
of: fi 4^te||v9ii(}ijqki xkiight otbcx^vife^ moulder awa^^ / a^i 
lA- pr9<^:rj^j^;(imiQ tMoifaJei aoto ^ns«f : ^ofsmtuti^^ 

thf^ jM^sl^cr^defttsftj a«d in du?iger. ^f loftngJil>rftt 
c^acy kk private llfe» ia proportion as the^.>have 
been found agaiii^iajod tucoMra^ m public fchooU-:atut 
fcmiiutfies of lea|t>«Kgj they Jiajrerprbved, and iV^llT 
ages have b€ie4 rf^^fidered^ as .%I^ngs from^ In^vetf ; 
And. will k iiotd^n^ qi| thf: px^npr qF conducing 
the hpfpiukrili qil^^ipli* t6^reiider them JtubftahtiBt ati^ 
pcrfl*ancn,t 'bl^pgs/i ... .. ., ... -:- -. ...'.; ., -•. -^^i ^r^o ?« 

' ..Thdi^Wi' o«i^i ndll jn-oduoetbe iaQie 6ffea!^^dii4 
the iteafon .^oUs.^nis ^oodjui the degree .for uUkru&ii^ 
the poor in what /ig^ ought to know, whetheif -^ej^ 
U^Vfk it jn.j^ivAli^iffinulicsyia public (chpob)' orbo4>K 
tF^s^tk).^ A^rl^i and Jthofe ..nifha^ nraft be>hred to I0i^ 
tfirs>Laa4 J'^hjateyjei i^iO&ntialtogood order and govlfltti«i 

r.:W<o?ij»iit of any gijeat moBiciit, if one Aiouid >|-ea<bii 

;Wj;:M .iJrtiqiwlcdge^rdame by imuition ; another^i as W 

i9the poo£/:or: iihortDg.pact of mankind we» jhm^ m^fl 

.. I ^ beaft^ 
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bcaftt of tmrdeni en" a third, arpiriiig wt ain (deal per* 
ftfti6n, declare his dtflathfadioil at feeing die matt 
momentous concerns of life executed (6 florenly, that' 
human reaibn is put out of countemace. Thefe in 
their turn are apt to confido* chairtty-fchoblS) hki(pitals»* 
ahd fuch places for - inftrodin^ poor ctfiMM^ ts nor- 
ieries of impiidence and idletieff. But when^we take 
Aem and their rulers, widi al! their Ikolls^ and oom«* 
pnethe children thejr educate, with the thoufimds ivho' 
are ulhered into the worid without; aof inftnzAion at 
ill, rude, undifciplined and u nprij ici pl ed, we flkall tUen 
be compelled to cry out^ it^ ibi JanJwBeri ivery memk 
^ mflruSihn abowidii '" •' { ann yours. Sec. J. H* * 

Regulations with reffiB to thi Attention of the Ggvemprs (f ih$ 
FoumUing BoJ^t^ t9 their Olgea. ' 

LETTER XL. 

TH E condud of the governors of t\it Foundling 
Hofpital, and their attention conftantly fhewn to 
the prefervation of the chHdren, will appear very coa« 
l^cuoufly from a view of fome of their pubiicatioiis 
and regulations* You will foon difcover by them^ 
die different principle on which the parifh ofltceft 
have ufually aded, and from what caufes it has arifen« 
that the Hofpital bath preferved fo great a proparCiQii 
beyond the parifties. The plan of the parochial qffi- 
errs, feme few excepted, has been to ihow how 
tkty Bdty moft decently avoid all expcnces on acoount 

oC 
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tof children who -cajftnot complain j tho' they are (b ^. 
femphatical,ly rfiifejpable , beyond, any other clafs.-^of*' *"^ 
mankind, . '. . v. - 

■ ■• ■■■■ -v'-^-V ■■ . ■ . 
Firjfi Publication for Admittance tn ij^i: 

♦* The Governors 'iMfKliGuardians of the Hofpital for the- 
maintenat^ce 9m4.j!l^ucation of expofed and defert^'*^« 
young chUdreg^ ^do hereby give notice, -*- -' -* ':fW 

Th*t on - ' next, the of 

"at at night',' and from that time until the hoiiife 

is full, their houfe oirfir- againft the charity- fchooi in^' 
Hatton-Gardeni vAlT be open^ for thfe' reception of 
children^ uhder thfr following regulatidh's : 

That no child exc^ieding the age of two months is 
to be taken in. 

Nor any fuch as. have the French-Pox, Evil, Leprofy, 
or difeafe of the like nature, whereby the health of 
Other children may -be endangered. 

For the difcovjery whereof, every child is to be in- 
fpQifted as fopn as It is b'rotight tp the Hofpttaly and th^ 
perfon who brings it, iyto come in at the outward door, 
and jing the bcU at the inward door, and not to go 
away till the child is retmrned or notice is given of its 
reception, ** 

No, qiieftions wbatf<K¥er will be afked of any per- * 
fo^ who brings a child, nor (hall any fervanf of the 
i/<^iftii prefume' to endevor to difcover who fuch perfon 
is, oa pain of being difmii&d* ' ^ 

All pcrfohs who bring children»6ti this occafion^ are" "* 
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([Icfired not to crowd, the door, left any child may bf 
hurt thereby, as one only can be adniitted a^ a time. 
' If any perfon whatfoever fhall prefiuiie to aik or re« 
ceive any money, for a/lifting pr bringing forward one 
child before another, immediate notice is defired to be 
given thereof, that fuch perfon may be puniflied for 
his faid offence. 

When notice Ihall be affixed over the door^ That 
the Houfe is full, all.perfons having children not re- 
ceived, are to return with them, without dropping any 
by the way, on pain of being punifhed as the law 
direSs. 

If any particular marks, writing, or other thing, 
(hall be left with a child, great care will be ^ken 
for the prefervation thereof: and each child will be 
baptized according to the rites of the church of Eng- 
land, and by a minifter of that church, if it does not 
appear to his fatisfadion, that fuch child has been be- 
fore baptized. ..> 

N. B. By aft of parliament, no parifh officer or 
other perfon whatfoever, fhall flop, molefl, or diflurb 
any perfon bringing a child to the Hofpital, or re- 
turning from the fame : and every parifh ofKcer or 
other perfon, flopping, difturbing, or molefb'ng any 
fuch perfon, fhall forfeit the fum of forty fhillfngs for 
every offence, half to the informerj and half- to the 
Hofpital." - 

Upon this, I remark the fingularity of fo liberal a 
permiiHon, upon fo flender a foundation.— Arjd accord- 
ing'/ 
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ingly we foon find, that the mode of receiving wa«, 
changed to drawing lots or balls ; the white ball to be ad- 
mitted, the black one rejeded, and the red balls to fupply 
the place of any child which might be found defe£livc. 

Form of a Receipt for a Child and the Clothes. 

Received of the Governors and Guardians of expofed 
and deferted young children, a 
together with 

2 cheque linen cloths to pin before, at 6d, 
each — -^ — — 

3 caps, at 6d. each — — 
3 fhirts, at gd. each — — 
I linfey coat — — ' — 
Which clothes I promife to deliver to the faid Gover- 
nors and Guardians, or allow the value of fuch of 
them as fhall be loft, out of my wages, at the prices 
above-mentioned ; and that the faid chfld (hall be main- 
tained by me at the rate of a week, fo long as 
the faid Governors and Guardians {hall think proper, 
in the parifh of in the county of 

Addrefs to the InfpeSfor of the Nurfery on the fame Jheet, 

" The Governors and Guardians of the Hofpital 
for expofed and deferted young children, do hereby dc- 
fire your charitable infpedlion of the abovementioncd 
child, and that you will pay the wages agreed for, by 
the faid weekly, fo long as the faid child (hall 

remain with her^ deducting the value of fuch clothes as 

X 2 (he 
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(he {hall not produce to you : and in cafe of any mit 
behaviour of the faid you are hereby empower- 

ed to remove the faid child from her, and to place it 
out to any other nurfe, giving immediate notice thereof 
to this Hofpital. You are dcfired to take the nurfes re- 
ceipt for her weekly payment, on the Ipack of this 
receipt ; to correfpond as often as pofEble with the faid 
Governors and Guardians ; to account yearly ; and 
in cafe of the death of this child, to give immediate 
notice of the time thereof. You are alfo defired to 
return this receipt, together with the clothes (a) as 
foon as new clothing fliall be fent to you, together 
with a new receipt, which you are to fee figned by 
the nurfe. 

Signed by the Secretary. 

N. B. When clothes are wanted, you are defired to 
fpecify the ages and fexes of the children who want 
them, and addrefs your letter to the matron, who has 
the care of providing clothes for the Infpedors. No 
caps are allowed for boys after the firft year. Shoes 
and {lockings are to be funii{hed in the country bv 
the Infpeftors. 

In cafe this child {hould have either the Mea{les or 
the Small-Pox, you will pleafe to give me immediate 
notice thereof, that the Governors may not inadver- 
tently order it to be inoculated for the Small-Pox,'.' 

The receipts were endorfed on this in{lrunientj viz. 
1 7 Re;ceived for four weeks wages due this day. 

(a) This was done, and it turned to very good account, in 
making the nur^s careful of th« clothing, 

fom 



t ^S7 ] 

form of an Acknowledgment of the InfpeSlors Accounts 
being jujl. 

** Your account, as Infpedlor of the children of this 
hofpital at from the of 

176 to the of 176 having been exa- 

mined, and appearing tobe juft; and the ballance which 
you made due to therein amounting to 

being found right; I am ordered by the committee 
for tranfaiting the affairs of the faid hofpital, to no- 
tify the fame to you, and to thank you for your cha- 
ritable care of the poor children, and beg the continu- 
ance of your kind help." 

Signed by the Secretary. 

An Invitation to Perfons of Dijiinftion and others to tah 
the Charge of InfpeSiors. 

" The powerful proteftion given to this hofpital by 
the legiflature, has rendered it an objeft of very great 
importance, to the nation. Eighty or ninety children are 
now received every week, and the number increafes. 
The plan being thus enlarged, and promifmg the higheft 
advantages to the v/hole community, the afliftance of 
every governor of the hofpital is become indifpenfably 
neceflary. 

In this fituation, the general court beg that you^ 
will add to the munificence you have already fhewn, 
fuch marks of your benevolence as the very eflence of 
this charity conufts in. 

You 
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Ricommendation to Infpeclors in regard to the Care of 

Children. 

'* The Governors and Guardians of the Hofpital for 
the maintenance and education of expofed and deferted 
joung children^ in order to prevent any impofitions on the 
charity, by women who pretend to be fent by the In- ^ 
fpe£lors to receive nurfed children at the Hofpital, al- 
though they are ftrangers to fuch Infpedlor, have re^. 
folvedy 

That no nurfe (hall have a child of this Hofpital 
committed to her care, unlefs fhe brings a certificate . 
from an Infpeftor, that fhe is fent by fuch Infpedor^ 
and that fhe is a proper perfon to be trufled with the 
care of fuch child. And to prevent trouble to the In- 
fpedtor, they have caufcd printed certificates to be fent 
to each of the Infpefiors, to be filled up and figned in 
the fame manner as the fpecimen annexed. And you 
are defired to fend as many wet nurfes as you find proper 
to be trufted with the care of children, giving to each 
nurfe a certificate fo filled up and figned. And in cafe 
of your ab fence, if you fhall think it proper to entruft 
any other perfon with the care of fending nurfes to the 
Hofpital, that you will give them a fufficient number of 
blank certificates, figned by yourfelf, to be filled up by 
fiich perfon as you fo entruft. 

And the Governors having thought it for the welfare 

' of the public, not to give all nurfes as many children as 

they fhall require; therefore when two children have 

£ed in the hands of the fame nurfey within twelve 

4 months. 
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months; if you .think proper that.fuch nurfc may be ftifl 
truftfed with a third child/ you. are defired to inform the 
Secretary in*' writing of the particular rcafons.for fiifch rc- 
queft ; that, on the one fide, the Hofptfaf^may not lofe 
a 'good nurfe, by being too fcrupulous,. nor countenance 
a tad' orter for want^of attention." 

AnA note that as there are few chilciren Cent to this 
HoTpitaf, whld'arb weaneti, it is defired, that no dry 
nurfes (hall be fent to the Hofpital, but when wrote for" 
by ihe as Secretary to the Hofpital : but if you have any 
good dry nurfea whom you would recommend, you will 
fend their, names and places of abode to me, that they* 
may be fenttfor. whdn^thdy'are wanted; 

Sigaed by the S^ciiEiSftiCYv 

P, S. The Committee have direaed, That a pre- 
miuin of teaihUirngs fhldl be paid by any Infpedor to a> 
nurfe, who after the firft of June, 1 756V Ihall have re- 
ceived and brought up a child of this Hofpital for the 
fpace of one year. But no fuch premium is to be al- 
lowed prpportiODiably.for any-lefstime, or.fot.any year^ 
after the firft.*'; 

Upon this I remark^ that'in^ii^fmaU numfftr of chHdrin the^ 
difficulties herein mentioned can hardlyiappeni but in a great '^ 
number they can bardlf bk-Moidei. 

Publication in.regftrd to 4hr- ragged nAked Conditkn- in vAicb^ 
foM^Cbiidren were brought. 

** Whereas many children, who have been bfou^t w 
to this H6fpitiJl,-wBre<ilriioft*n^kcd, and have appeared 

V toi 
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to have violent colds, apd other diflempers, Cupf<>feA to 
have been contra£(ed for want of proper clothing; zxi^ 
it being fufpedted, that fuch children have been ftr^pped 
of their clothing by the perfons virho have been intrufied 
to bring them to the Hofpital : This is to give noticip 
That any perfon who (hall be detedcd in dripping any 
fuch child or children of their clothing, or any part 
thereof, ihall be profecuted at the expence of this Csr- 
poraiion with the utmoft feverity." 

Signed by the Secretary. 

. Hn^i I obfirve^ that when children art Jem openly bj the 
parifl) officer's command^ and under his dire&ioK^ ^e abufi 
complained of may he eaJUy avoided: and it is not to he pre* 
fumed that the officers themfetves will be guilty of fo mean a 
trick as to rob an infant. 

Advertifement in regard to the Ahufe of the imUfcrifmnate 
Reception declared in 1759. 
*' Whereas it appears to the Governors and Gtiar-: 
dians of this Hofpital^ that fome children have been* 
forcibly and fraudulently taken and brought away and' 
fent to this Hofpital^ by perfons who are under proiecu* 
tioD for the lame ; it is refohedj That upon applicarioii, 
and due proof made to the general Committeey any periiNi 
who h^ had, or (hall have, any child takcji ffcim them 
by force or fraud, and fent to tWiq Hofpital^ fhall have 
the fame reftored ; and fuch afliftance in bringing the 
ofFenders to juftice, as (hall be reafonable, and according 

tohw." 

Signed by the. Secret AR^Y.: 

■ IWOS 
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I was ^ witnep In two or three fn^ofecuiions for violences com- 
fnittedwUh a view to exonerate' tBe parijh, 7%is ferves as a 
corroborating proof of the necejfiiy of tqking charge of fuch 
children^ at leq/l within the bilb of mortality^ as are fuhjen to be 
hunted to death for the fake of avoiding an expenceto the parijh. 
This cannot happen upon the plan propofedy as there wilf be a 
fufficient number of children to complete the 3o6, leaving parents 
to cherijh theix own infants. 

Petition for the Recovery of a Child. 
^^ To the general Committee of the Hofpital for the 
maintenance and educatioi^ of expofed and * de^ 
f(?rted young childrei^. .. 

The bumble petition of , 

Sbeweth, 

That your petitioner 
is the 6fa child J delivered and received 

into this Hofpital^ on the diiy of 17 

by the name of 

Your petitioner therefore moft humbly pri^ys, tltat if the 
ftid child is afiye glider your care, you Trill picfafc to dri» 
der that the fame be delivefed to your petitibnibr. 
London, the d^}^ of 

Upon this larnto femariy if any dtfficiilty occurs upon the 
plan 'propofed^ the parijh (0cers of the parijh to tdhich the zlfi^' 
nian belongs^ mufl he cofifulted* 

Remarks made at the Foot of the annual Accounts. 
^^ About the age of five years, all the children who 
have not had tBc fmall-pox in the natural way, arc in- 
oculated. 

y 2 The 



The obje£ls relieved in other Hofpitals, arc (oonj^re- 
. turned to the community, by the frequency of the dif- 
charge of them ; whereas abandpned infents preferred to 
..the nation by this charity, muft rctnain a charge. 9i)d 
expence to the Hofpital, until jthey. arc of a fifffidciit 
age to be placed out. ^ But in proc^ft of tinje, a fuccif- 
/lon of children .being put out to uftl"ul employments, 
will render the good efFedls of this ttofpibl cpnlpicuoii^ 
The boys of this Hofpital are apprenticed out tb peo- 
ple of good tharader, -;in ^U u/efuL buiineffts ; and the 
^rls to trades, and alfo as fervants ; and Jn the mean 
<ime they arc cmplAyddin making pf<Aannel, woblkn 
cloth, in fpinning, knitting,. Earning, ai^d other jifefiil 
employments. 

As the fums of money granted by parliament^ are jq>- 
plied towards the nuaintenancc of the* children mfy^ 
(tf) the great and ufeful purpofes of this charity catinbt 
be executed, without the affifta;ice of chaj^itajblc and 
well difpofed perfons (b). 

Afubfcription roll of^idbnatiops^i;p^tb^s Hofpital, to 
take place after, the deceafe:,of the»donors, isjh-the 
keeping .of:the Steward of the UdfgitaI,.,inXrambs'r!G6|i- 
duit-Fields (r), as alfo a book for.^nnual fubfcfiptioii. 
AB^nefaSions are received by Taylor W{iitc> JEjq; 
the Treafurcr, »at the Hofpital 5 jthe Bank, of JEfigiand; 

(a) This remark relates to the time after March) 1760.' 

(b) U|)on th? plau now propofcd, the revenue will be certtiij. 
(r) I know not of any effe^ this has had; mept in tlie fafgio- 

iting of this hiftitution 5 nor of any tflfe^ it can have, unlefs ex- 
fi^ftly frovided fpr by *will^ 

Mcffrs. 
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Mefixs* DarelLand Co. in Pall-mall ; Meflrs. Child and 
Co. at Temple-bar ; MefTrs. Drummond, at Charing- 
-. crpfs 5 Sir Jofeph and Sir Thomas Hankey, in Fench'urch- 
ftreet ; Meffr§^JFuller:and Co. in3irchin-lane; Meflrs. 
"Hoare*s, inTleet-ftrQct j and MbfTrs. Stone, Rlartin, apd 
Blackwell, in Lombard-ftrect. ' ^ 

I^. B, BenefaiSiQOS by will /« England, can only be 
of perfonal eftafe^ Jjich as money, flocks, annuities, or 
other public fui(ds, or fecurities, &c. and may be given 
in the following marmer, to wit : 

I give and bequeath, to the Governors and Guardians 
of the Hoipital, for the maintenance and education of 
..cxpofed arid d^ferted young children the fum of 

'Any perfonal cftate whatfoever is alfo a good gift, 
- ^d cannot be fet afidc ; but if anv direcEtions to lay but 
^ the money (or other things given) in land, is added to 
the bequeft, it m^kcs it void. 

^'Ijl. B» The fiatutejntitlcd. An Ail for pj-'eveniing'tht 

improvident dtfpofttion of lands, whereby they may become un^ 

. hiienabk, co mm pnly called. The Statute of Mortmain^ kx^ 

> tends pnljr to England, but not to any of his Majefl:y's 

plantations in America*^* 

. Upw ^,jwbple v\iW^of ihefe^ inJlrumentSy I hope it ,wUl be 
the morefati5fq^S2ory:toyo^, when you conftder tlM ihildrenin 
. ^ hands *f pfffo^^ $J^hofeJole obje£i ^and ambition ^ refpe£ling 
the injiitution, is to preferve the life, muft operate diametrically 
o^pofite to anyparQfiiial officer y whofe primary ob]e^ has been 
to prevent the expinceif 

... , . ififi^i^s 
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A ^ijier of 'cqifally good ifigrddiehts, and more ca- 
fily procured, dught to be more efteemed ; though it 
ttiift be obfcrved;^ that thelnfpc6lc?r5 in the neighbor- 
ll6ods have been often 'Induced to fuccot tSc-diftreflcd 
diild with great aftenti6n-^and benevolence. 

Glifters being confefledly of great ufe in the difeafe^ 
of young children, as gripes and purging are moft eafi^' 
and fuccefsfully relieved by them, it is neceflary to men- 
tion fnch as may be moft eafily come at ; and which a^ 
the fame time are: rocohhnended by ^^ihgetitous pby- 
fician; 

Eight or ten fp<5bnfulls of w£tm footh^of* anf l^iM, 
without fait, given as a glifter, fo warm as not to giVtJ 
pain,' is the moft fimple, and may be^gfven feveraJ times 
a day, if the child is griped. 

If^fter giving two or thifee brdth glifters, the ptffging 
continues, let the quantity of a hazle-nut, mofe or lef?,^ 
according to th& age, of rf/»/ftfr^//«*» be diffolved iif four 
table-fpoonfiillsrof broth, and be given immediately aftef 
a ftool, at bed-trme. 

This is the moft fimple atid efBt^aciousf, > biit (hould' 
not be made ufe of till the bowels are a little cleanfed \3ff 
repeated broth-glillers. 

Chicken's guts boiled,' and the liquor giten as a 
glifter, in thefe cafes, is a favorite medicine with moft 
people ; but broth made of any frefh meat is as proper, 
and muG^ eheapen- 

I am, ydurV, &c. J. H. 
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Thi State tf Infartt Pow^ in' ft gar d to the high Ahufe tf the 
amient Pvor's Law^ and the Duty of Parochial Officers. 

LETTER XLL 

SEEING that the world is governed fo much by . 
paflion and prejudice, and fo little by folid reafoa 
aqd difcourfe, and that the pra£tices of men fo often, 
clafh with their principles and the precepts of their reli- 
gion, all wonder ceafes. But ftill we ftand bound to 
. follow where reafon. ^jid experience guide ; and it may be 
hoped if we obey the impulfe of our better judgment> 
we (hall not deviate far. 

I plead for the Foundling Hofpital, or as it may be 
hereafter with more propriety named, the Orphan Hof- 
pital. I fee imperfedions in it, but upon a comparifon 
with the parifhes within the bills of mortality, refped):- 
ing the preferyation of the lives of infants, and the edu^ 
cation of them, it has a diiftinguilhed merit ; and there- 
fore I conclude that it would be an eternal blot in our 
annals to throw by this infiitution, and leave thefe pa- 
rifhes as we now find them : and how the diflrefled in- ~ 
faut can be relieved by means of any other inflitution^ 
I do not comprehend. 

Every period feems to enjoy particular advantages, and -; 
to fufFer peculiar inconveniences. It is now iioo ycarg •? 
fince England was divided into parifhes, of which there 
are near loooc. But the Poor's law is of no earlier 
date than the 43d of Eliz. In the days of this Monarch 

Z we 
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we were brave and politic^ and fo we are at this time. 
We have more knowledge and more riches, but we were 
thei^ more in a ftatc of prlmaevd fimplicity. As we have 
grown up to the meridian of our ftrength, the morbific 
humours, without whiph no political bodjr exifls, have 
operated in fome meafure like the feeds of morulity in 
the h>iman frame. We are therefore to endevor, by K 
proper regimen, and the goodnefs of Divine Providence, 
to rejuvinate and take a new leafe of national life ; and 
above all to take care of our children^ who are the ef- 
ftnce of our exiftehce. • ?. 

In regard to the manner of treating infants, thoft 
who Have a pecuniary interefl in the exercife of ah 
annual authority over poor children have this reafon 
for their conduS ; but what can fuch intercft be that 
is not injurious to the child ? Lenient mcafures fcem 
fo be beft adapted to our genius; and jufticc and 
mercy muft be exercifcd towards all perfons ; but on our 
prefent plan we facrifice both to a kind of fuperftitious 
reverence for a law that is ahufed\ fo that in fii<ft the rt- 
verence is few the abufe of the law, not the law itfelf. 

The makers of the Poor's law muft have fuppoAd 
that men of leifure and fortune would be employed ia 
the execution of it. And let who will perform the exe- 
cutive part, they ought to give account of the Jhis be^ 
longing to the public, as well as of the money belonging 
to it ; and anfwer for the care of an infant, as a huC 
hand for his wife^ or a father for his fon. When 
wives are treated in the manner the infant poor ane, the 
law relieves thm^ and puniihes offmkr^* Paweto^tt 

life 
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life in the bands of iniividitah is referyed ior gov£rn« 
ments where tyranny o^eigns, furrounded with all its. ban* 
jiers, not in t\)\^free country* 

That no proviiion is made for any kind of puqilh- 
ment, let the conduct of an Officer towards an infant b# 
ever fo offenfive to humanity, is not ftr^ge. Ads of 
violence are puniCbed ; butN though negligence (boould 
operate cxzSdy in the fame manner^ I never heard of 
any penalty being affixed to it in this cafe. 

Queen Elizabeth and her able Minifters had no con- 
ception of barbarity towards infants, nor dreamt of fuch 
falfe parfimony as to fave other people's money, to alienate 
from a child the neceffary means of his fupport. As the 
Poor's law has fo fully provided for this end, by virtue 
of one of the moft plain, chriftian-like, and well digefted 
pl^ns that was ever conceived in the heart of a Prince, 
or a fubjedl;, for the prefervation of its objects, could any 
thing of this kind be fufpe<5led ? 

It is too obvious that the very aliment which the God 
of Nature has provided for the fupport of our lives, may, 
by a carelefs and irrational ufe, become our poifon, yet 
SIC law is made to piiniih people for excefs. 

It was certainly intended that every parifli ftiould be ^ 
of the nature of a foundling hofpital^ with refpe<a to its 
own diftreiTed infant poor, as well as adults : and if the 
oific^^ appointed by the law had always fully anfwered 
ijj^^ end and defign of their eleftion, and a<5ted agreeably 
to the power veiled in them, there could be no diftrefs 
. ;|jvhicb., would not find immediate relief; but this is fo 
f^ ffom being ^ c^fe^ and efpecially within the bills of 
.^.r Z 2 mor- 
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mortality, that a long courfe of experience has proved 
an hofpital to be indifpenfibly neceflary to fupply the 
defcdl. The officers themfelves were of this opinion, 
or they would not have conveyed all their infant poor to 
Lambs-Conduit- fields in June 1756, and continued to do 
fo till March 1760 : but then they paid nothing for it 
out of their parifh rates. Will there be any fudden 
change of fentiments, as to the utility of the defign, if 
they fhould be obliged to pay for it ? Will that which 
was extremely proper ten years fince, be now ex- 
tremely improper ? If it is, they will give their rcafons 
why. 

This cannot be deemed as a tax on the parifh, 
any otherwife than as a nurfe*s pay is a tax ; only that 
this is a certain annual fum, and the other a weekly 
film : the laft ceafes with the life of the child, the 
former may happen to be more or lefs than the real 
charge created by feveral children, but probably will in 
moft cafes be lefs than the real charge. 

I am, yoursi &c. J. H. 

Further Thoughts on the Poor^s LaiVj and the Ntceffity ofcot^ng 
the LaiAj tmdfrefent Obje£t to tbelnfaat Poor. 

LETTER XLII. 

EVERY man having his favorite paffion and incli- 
nation, in his politics, as well as his affedions, it 
is more than probable that as foon as any motion fliall 
be made for bringing in a hill for the better prefeiration 
of the infant parifh poor within the bills of mortality, 

the 
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the confideration o£ the poor's law in general will be 
introduced ; but it is apparent that if we attempt mtuh 
at ^ time, we fhall foon find ourfelves bewildered and 
do nothing. It . is -not very difficult to inveftigate the 
objed: before us^ and to correal the abufe which has fo 
long prevailed as a local evil ; but to rectify every cir- 
cumflance which may be found amifs in the poor's law 
in general over the kingdom, will require much time, 
and ought not to be attempted but in detail. This m 
queflion may be confidered as a part, and a more in* 
tcrefling part than any other, as fo immediately includ- 
ing the deftruftion or prefervation of the human fpecies. 

The 43d of Eliz, is confefTedly a good law ; but the 
executive part of it, with refpedl to the objedls ia 
queflion, is extremely warped and out of fhape. Tho* 
it is thus become very defedlive by time, it is fo ad- 
mirably contrived for the fupport of internal police^ and 
the prefervation of the comtnon people, that upon the 
comparifon with all other countries that I have lived in, 
I am inclined to believe we owe a confiderable part of 
our prefent importance to it j but we (hall not continue 
much in debt to it, if we do not endevor to render it a 
means to preferve infant poor^ and breed them up pro- 
perly. 

The law itfelf is, I fay, admirably contrived to fup- 
port the indigent under every circumftance of diflrefs; 
and were it not for the dijfolutenefs of manners which pre- 
vails, it would be aftonifhing that it fhould operate againft 
infants ; and that the abufe of it fhould predominate in 
the feat of empire under the eye of the great courts 

- of 
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^ juftice ; and in a place where the feveral pariilies are^ 
fe contiguous, and might fo eafily aflifl and inftrufk each 
other. And if it is confidered what vaft iuma are 
faifed in them as a rate for the benefit of tbepoor^ notr 
leTs than 120,000). per ann. it i&ftil) the more amasing 
diat any infant poor (hould periih for Want. 

' I do not pretend to fay that no part of the evil oosi-' 
plained of, bath any exiftence any where out of London 
and Weftminfter : It is enough for our prefent purpofe 
that there are heavy complaints in thefe citiesy and that 
many pcrifh for want, in the midft of the plenty which 
the humanity of our laws has provided ; which the 
genius of the nation fa naturally fubfcribes to ; and which 
the conduct of the parifh officer fo unnaturally defeats. 

Change of times and manners may render the poorV 
law defeSiive^ but there is more reafon to cornDtais 
of the abufi of it. Some perfons whom providaooe 
bas brought from the place of their nativity, are,b;ar« 
lafied and driven from a pariili not only where (hey^ 
AT^, but where it is feared they will.becony burthenfome.. 
Under a notion of adhering to law and goad po}icy^ 
we trefpafs againft comn^on fenfe and humanity, . it 
not.againft the rights of fubjeds. Inftead of con«« 
fidering how to furntfh employment to enrich the placq 
where the cafiiol real poor are foundy we zSt as if 4n- 
duftry were the means of poverty. We fend them bonu^ 
as we term it, whether any employment can be found 
for them or not; and the fooner if they have, any 
children with them; fo that the children are expofed 
as emigrants) and perhaps^ it is this that , multipliea 
• 4 . the 
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the numbers of our ruftk beggars^ who ire in fonm 
parts very numerous and very mifchievous to txietyy 4t 
being bred up in the myfteries of beggary and rapine. 
(^ Tfae£s are evils wherever they exift; buC we ,{haU 
hardly remedy them by any general complaint^ and 
furdy not by QHxing diings together wkich in theij^ 
nature are difltii6i ; there^Dre I hope we Ihall not hurt 
t'fae prefent 4(xuj4 ot. the inlant poor by iniifttag o^ 
too^ mkob. ;. 

J am, yours, &c* J. H; if 

^Ifs Iptfior^^ce sf fr^/ir^ng the Jnfsuu Poor^ at iki ^^uru ^ 
OpviUncy and Defime. 

L E T T E R XLIII, 

ONE would not imagine it fhould ever become ne* 
cefiary to plead for children, the only p^er 
mode of prcferving them is fo obvious : but it is eafy 
to conceive how, in procefs of time, relaxation of 
idiibipline takes' place^ We are much richer than wfe 
were, but we have alio greater numbers of poor to par* 
take of our riches ; and w^ live too high in refpeA to 
our weaittk This creates jealoufy and alarms in re- 
lation to expences \ and we muft not be furprised if 
it ihould fometimes fuperinduce an erroneous con^ 
lhu£lion of the ^irit of the law, and occafKm fome 
afts of fevcrity to grtywn perfins. But how barbarity oif 
any kind ever came to be extended to mfitnts^ will be 
as wonderful in 6ur annals, fo far as the objei^ extends, 
as the folly and ambition of that prince who made war 

with 
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with the Mcffiah in iiis infant ftate «f iMl^'Ift contMjpf 
of the decrees of Heaven. --•- 

Infants being at the breaft of tko mbtfaeiTy -or 'iiitr* 
nHrfe, are happily, for the mod: part,' <tf htffUj or naar-kJ 
When by accident they are at a diftancey as in the -caib 
oi fildUrs or JaUors wiTea, and follower,* they challenge 
a peculiar indulgence* And it is with the grtateft 
pleafure I learn, that the objed oi folStrs chfldreir/'ge:: ' 
nerally in as wretched a ftate as parifh infants, is t&ekr 
up by gentlemen of the army aiid others. Who indi^ 
to {bow at once their gratitude to our brave co/imtry- ' 
men, and their afFe£lion to their country. -In a^ cafi^' 
ought an infant to be- left in diftreft, m^ilft there^is st' 
mbther or a nurfeto be had forTnMnp^** * • - * "^ 

In all civilized ftates, whether they are commerdtf ^ 
countries or not, children are looked upon '2s richttm * 
The people who were under the immediate fovea^gncy '•'• 
of the great Lord of the imiverfe, in thriirft ages of the" 
worid, reckoned their children firft, and next thnr' 
flocks and their herds, and this was atl the riches riiey". 
had any idea of. The truth is, they are mt griatijt 
wealth} for without them we (hould not be' fecure o^ 
any opulency, defence, or exiftencek And therefore tcr ' ' 
guard and defend thtm^ in their inbiit Aate,- and take ' 
cognizance of all that concerns them,' 16 fo eflential a- 
duty, that it is ia effei^ guarding and defending our- 
fclves. 

In a country fo free as this, fo deeply engaged in 
commerce, and fo often involved in war, there will 
be chafms remain to be filled up, which no law can 

efFedually 



cffedually pirovide for. Thefe will be the fubjea of 
thtt "i^Iicjr mi humdnicy in tfait hreaft of iddliicksalB 
which conftitutet a great part of the idea of liberty and 
religion* It is impoiBble, in the nature of things^ that 
a people cap remain fruj for any length of time, but 
z$ Acir gmus^ Aeif ttim $f mini and numnm^ co-operate 
with their hm% and their religion ( and as both thefe 
lead tbom ^ fuccour diftreiliia among ^hei^ fellow 
fubjeas. 

Men not ^JSiwg vpoa frineipk with regard tq law^ 
|iut oply from ftu of punifiiment) will offend wbcn*r 
cvfF (hey am do it with impunity. The firft Jnw \% 
kwiaiiiQr* If the ftrong ties of parental affc^ion }ofi; 
iheir hold) in the iervice of thofe who h4¥^ no oth^ 
parent thgp tb^ /mHic^ it feems to be fucb a defe^qq 
Iron lUtural w4 poli^ca} j^fticci wl^ich compf(;hend^ 
true fiOrHfj/m^ that it prepares the mind for ^ny fcrvility 
wbi^h tyranny can impose ; whereas the p:ue fpirit of 
]il>^rty wiU carry a man to throw himfclf into the 
^rmi c^ deatb^ to prevent iiyuilice tp a fel)9W fMbje<9tf 
I am attempting to difcover an Afylum, for diftreCod 
infants : I produce proof of the diftl^f^ i I product 
prqctf of the relief which can be given tfa$in« ^ bopfii 
it will pleafe IJeaven to fuffcr them to enjoy i^ and i^ 
to reap the benefit of tbfir Fcfenration. 

I m^ ypuj?, ^c. J. If. 
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fropofalfir the Relief $/ the Jtrfkni Fwt wr fii„mffi «a^:W 
iffi^tud Pkm» ^ . 'v;-: .;. --- 

LETTER ^ X[^.,/'X'':. 

IT IS an objcdl much to be wifficcf, 'tWat tbr jfttiffiw 
would do the duty effeftually ; \>ui ki lAittfeTi ffifiW, 
I confidcr the Orphan Hofpital, for fol i*fltl Mil -ft, as 
the chief inftrument, in the hands of providcniHv fcr 
prcferving the infant poor of the bills' of mortaKfy.*'- I 
have endevorcd' to rccoveir the rtptitjrtfbfr dF'-ft,*>ii4th 
regard to the miftakcn me'afure of fhc /«d?/frnirffli*^*e- 
ception. I have fuppofed that {h6 hoipltkls m A^HniMAtfa 
and Shrewfbury might alfo be To well cohdu£le<|liiif£to 
be very beneficial, and render cbildVcn vfeful/'^jgrimiing 
that living within walls, tho' in a very airy fituatiolVf is 
different from being early iniii'dd -to ttie?Iabo4# if the 
field. — I have therefore endevorcd fo tfigeftVjJTih/ftch 
as may be coercive, biit leaving tlh altcfriativCj^^flW to 
to follow a certain mode prefcrtbetl,in the Inan^^gMinit 
of infants, and in the expcnce beftowed on^^emii tjr to 
fend them to' the Or{>han HoipitaP; -iiWtK llo|i«tnhat 
the parfhes will chufe the latterj* a^tKcbilif Hkfe t>r the 
moft efficacious method, tho* the-fbmler «»y^Wiitibft 
worthy of imitation, if any pne can im«^;nh«- Jr-gcneral 
good example of thjs iind to arife from thele iritks^ 

If I remember right, Mr. Locke fays, the 'tbirflk>f do- 
minion is the firft paflion that inVades the httoilA^ toaft* 
And we often fee the child and the ;ittm equalf^Jii^pi- 
tjent qf controll. It is geqerdlyai hard -lefibif 'vol re- 

^ linquifli 



Iinquifh power, even' When we know' not what to do 
^ T^ifWIe? " Yef- po wer ua general, .when jexcrcifed Jqr tbfi 

imrtiediateprefervationoCfluinkind in the higheft offices, 

is tnit a more heroic Colicitude, a more . exalted labor. 

In every ftation it is apt to intoxicate little minds, but 
^^mlnevei; injure gre^ ones, which fee the world, and all 
. -th^ i3 in it) as a fleeting objed to them* 

If .tfase^ bofin^fs before us, can be brought under CiiqIx 
-x^'UafrMd.r^g\khtion as will produce the end and defign 
; in view» it is of very little moment to us as a nation, 
: .(Md «okic at.aU.]^.o qie, who it is that performs the taik* 
^it;C|[lttiot;b^e^^q>e^ed. that every one ihould have it in 
1 •♦W»r|>P1^.:to 4§.Vfttc^anjJarge portion of his time to 
v*^fij(rfi jpu^ppfc3,.iivi<*^.H^.?PX pther emolument than the 
:vlm^l^iBfJ]praf/iy.,9J£, what. .i^ .better, the love of doing 

. V^-^r.^.Ln..,M. ..... ,0 - ., . , ^ . 

• V ,T)i^:fn|^q4 which. yfuallj^ occuis firft to the think* 

^:|Bg.-WQr^,oa this fubje^, is to appropriate a certain 

* portion of the parilh poor r^es within the bills of mor* 

'^ aAlitjr;i;,tobe,p.aidaiuiMad]y; in^ the hands of the Cro- 

- Vtrnors.ubf.tbc IJorpk^y jn; ofder to ep^hle them to 

. rreetivo ill the in£^t;pofir«; .Uppn which Lobferve : 

r* 7 ? i^i3Fiiai<in;jiuch.cafe,'iiQ ofi<;tr wguld fail to fend to 

w ^the.Ho^tal^ill.die infant poor of his parifh, and fomc« 

- iJttaieit athleoi,.of ,<>tber..pafiihes, wl^ich could not ba 

^^fecrvered*- < ,...., . .;;;:;.,; ., ..* 

.. ^.Thq.afcert^ining oljtb^e.fum to be paid by eac}i 
jiiiarifl^.JtpQa.0W fqrce o^.iyj^ii^h th&^Governoi^ could 
^ ;^|iru(E|(9t4y,tngagC[ to t^I^ei o^^the children who might he 
^ .icyit to theiOt: ^ould h,e bard to regulate* 

. Aa 2 ■ i.fhis 



> Thh mmhbA :miiM bciubye&to dMb^ V4« 
ibficer fendtt^ children bdonging to Jk9)|4Uri(hifimtfi ; 
foch At| tbough'ia a4^iK««£foimt]%voug^ Mt to be 
^V^d vhidi w6tiM>ilot othcn«iied>«coim:the,4^bj|^ 
-rtof di^ptrifli rates. * >:: ic ^is;. ?; .»-i«::- 

.j^ Tfit danger. x:f:-tht.Mcer8 mrririid ■ rhiywn 
from other parts of the lingdoat, findyeft Anditigtiifim 
ttaihe bofffitdi -as their prmptx Mfimt^paorifli ^adt. 4 
■ • To guard ^gainft fuch coMft^ueiioc%. thr lirikipi% 
Grilles taiB^ bcdbCimid: /. .;^ -1^ . lj .'j:*-: ?«: 

jL. Let the quota- of 'cki)drcD'.i|».i)riftiitr.|p]F''MSh 
jparKh be fiied. If by 'dits rtgalMam arty' diHiiiti, 
pter and abotre the ftipuhMlnoltibklvi liMite «H :^ 
lands oY theparlA oActfift, ftidh teihlrflanpie»r'f« gM^^ 
^r upoii application to zifta^Jht/ie^ t^MlM'l :glHid*tM6 
to rdief^ they to take care of fudi ibp^rnumaraifedf^kt 
Ihe^tiartitidar tftat^of tte l^kriA^'^MH^'fbtfM oA 
to niirre in iht OM^ Ob tile pariOi' aMMM^^^ilil^ 
maimer *«iwcfter defofibed. - ^ ' • '^^ ■ * • '^•q ^^ 

a. If.tlH^1l^t)lltal IbMlftitceftVpritaiotfoifo^^ 
Tofftierly, to nfbiA it would ha?e a'^goM 'tMo^'-M iiitt 
cafe itfnfgfae rtoeitier^feiM foundlings a^^Mftttt oMUtei 
^as'iif^pernttAicfaiM^H^ nbotrthe^ifMia mgfiti ^ 
'Ht^on :cimiiir|g ihfoygh (AM4iiaidsoftii)ei))iuifli!'dS€tt'^ 
^utras^- 9Ua %Mt»to be %i^iecaridiis tt^adiiio^ ^uit 
might be;>:canflxued itat^ flothiiigntbrt thaii T ! tl fci a i g^ 

a{h)cfu)pehttftitettrife9 Vn^^ eOMAb lltt]^, %'lb^itt^ 
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hpaf'tor them ^uftJce^i^made ^id^ to tfae<:iuT|e of 

"' 3. In my oa&[tlHf ;^m fai4 ««ft enCttMrfe wtuaH|r, 

.ir.tbe chikten nmmin %lm^ 'ifcid as tht nimiber en- 
cjtafed, at Icaft for tke Jir/l im feun\ then ^ wjiofc 

^waniaicfift» imh tbe afiftaaces the Hefpital ^ci^jr^^ 

^an^cbcooftieiieariy equal. 

4* The mifliiberi«viiicb^^acb pariihinayiead, Jieit^f 

^Jbojdr .any cither, mimhcr, may be eafily cftimated %/ 
the number iuch parifhes refpecSiirely have afuali^ xt^ 
CQMred^luimialljrof futh infants : and if they have more 
lliM tMr\<iiioliiL«n their btnds^ they nmft take cai« of 
4^ii|bt )f J^ ^ave lef$ than thetr number, in one year^ 
t^inay>ba^l|^. liberty .t>fim^ in the next 

.5^^fuh^i^qn$,yi($|x»« .^tif^^e imjiole number is iet^ 
}9W:;»fi8$K?tfrrtM:f«>cai%.hc^ find. 

i|^ ^.^Gieffi^^il^iq^f.^ fend. Tbcprcfiat objeft 

€|f;jB^{K|rUhfl ifi^ to.enMc^cajte dutaifelves as quickly 

.aspoffibh:, which, however .pftidfintJn one^yiewvac^ 
€fIS^% ii»ripg9^i»a;tj|»i% 1f^ryl4^rJlicM>u9^colafeq^eafiC3 

'^i^ JHjTf # AJ^'I; At<l^ iiCCOJFdii^ : to its :<{uot»' of chil-^. 
/4h^yr*;^tl^:^ ^»liei:txr<v 'three, ^fourfp^ymeats in a 
j«Ab ^Hr«»l)6^j|^liloftimple and the moft eafily^»i»^ 
e|i(t|^l»fi4i€K4fJNi^M v^ bfi^eed Axuathcttmbb 

^ti^irtP .S9fiK«l» ^M»W *fti» wa« >9f iWWji xip 
>a(^Mint «f 4hc expenoe cieated )^j an enqri^nf pnfffirtkf 

sf 
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€f juftice ; and in a place where the feveral pariibes ar^ 
h contiguous, and might fo eafily aflifl and inftrud each 
other. And if it is confidered what vaft iuma w» 
faifed in them as a rate for the benefit of the^poor^ notr 
leTs than 120,000). per ann. it i&ftil) the more amaiung 
tiiat any infant poor (hould peri(h for v^ant. 

' I do not pretend to fay that no part of the evil oofli«^ 
plained of, bath any exiftence any where out of London 
and Weftminftcr t It is enough for our prefent purpofe 
that there are heavy complaints in thefe cities^ and that 
many pcrifh for want, in the midft of the plenty which 
the humanity of our laws has provided ; which the 
genius of the nation fa naturally fubfcribes to ; and which 
the conduct of the parifh officer fo unnaturally defeats. 

Change of times and manners may render the poorV 
law defeSiive^ but there is more reafon to com^iB 
of the abufi of it. Spme perfons whom provideboe 
bas brought from the place of their nativity, are b^r 
lafied and driven from a pariili not only where (he/ 
AT^, but where it is feared they will becomi burthenfome« 
Under a notion of adhering to law and good policy^ 
we trefpafs againft comn^on fenfe and humanity, vii^ 
not.againft the rights of fub]e£b. Inftea4 of con** 
fidering how to furnifh employment to enrich the placq 
where the cajiial real poor are foundy we zQl as if 4n- 
duftry were the means of poverty. We fend them foin^ 
as we term it, whether any employment can be found 
for them ot not; and the fooner if they have, aay 
children with them; fo that the children are expofed 
as emigrants) and perhaps- it is this that . multiplier 
.4 ^ the 
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^tdie pari;Qif 8,are:^MndQubtedIy i&bl^. to .pay for t))C;fuppprt 
4^-^)ieijE; owainfanl^poor^ Ia the ipoft efFe^ual ipan^ei:; 
and fome to affift.QlthrrSsbj a jua/^ipA of parf^s, .^ft,ia 

. #!^ady prai^Ui^d ,h> many inA^Miceas ^nd I appr^e^id it 
, W.iJJ be p^efTiuiy if^ fome* : ., ,., ... ^ 

.;. Thi^.plan i^. calculated- for r^cqy^npg an!^,preferymg 
the reputation K^.tjjefi cities^ in an.ipftaqcc wjuch you, are 
ienfible bath ^lol;lg' operated jp.^^jp^^iiier $]^afi)ftricaliy 
contrary to our natiojialTipte|€ft.ajtid..icbfVr|jt^$!/f. < J|[£ at 
length the prci^nt^paipcbial oncers are convinced of (he 
neceffity of ^omp new regiiUtion, on behalf of the infant 
poor?Jn.!>i}uefttonii:fuid if many of. th^qfi .will further 
the defign, andothers will not (how ;» repugn^ce fo a 
reafonable permanept pl^n fox the relief of the moft 

i diftrtfTed part of their poor fellpjy creatures and i^ifi 
4»tizens^ thsf willdo,honor to |hernfe)ves, ^^ : | 
» The abftraSs \o{t\ke, regifiers. of the faid infant ipooft 

• -frpa) June .J 762^ to December 1765, inclufiv^t .wc^e or« 
deced by the Houfe of Commons at th? clofe,- of laft 
fo&Qm to be .prepared; tbejr haye ^een^producfd, 
and a refolution taken to refer, the confideration of the 
ftate of the infant poor to a committee^ agg^able to. the 
j^cit of the z&hy which the regjfters ar^ Kept : and it 
is probable, hjimonity will j)lead.fQ forci^y for thefe 
children, that fome. ineans or othfur, wh/:reby t^^ ^U may 
be efteflually reme4ie4> will be,^ length djfcpvAi^. 
, I believe I have told you, that the ad was at ^firft 

' called, by; the oommoo p^ple> 4n ^ for imping fhildre^ 
0iive I and preiumed to have been confidered by parlia-* 

^ mcot as a f reparatqry ftep toa ^ear my^^^^^r ^ 

W 
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the fiibj«A, and to be hoped that as far as human pru^nce 
extends^ fuch a further regulation will be built on it, as 
ibaU aftuaUf prefenre manjp hundred lives annually. 

The pcopolat I now make, is formed on the principle 
of making a proper ufe of the Orfham^ no longer f o tmd 
bf thf^iud. For whether from dole and unhealdi/ 
lituations for children ; from erri cuAqms, which men 
are fo fulged to fubtpit to % from hUhi parfimonjr* and 
great relaxation of difcipUne, to which parocbtal oflkcn 
have been led hj the exam|^ of their predweflEvsf 
fnm their having the mixed charge of sdi^ as welt as 
mfimu I or other caufes, joined to the conftant aiiaual 
change of mtn in office, and ofeentiaKS of moafufcs, 
jron and sdl the world confeft, that a great devaftatiod 
of in^t life hath enfued. 

The Hofpital, in its firfi efforts, (hoiild have bees ap* 
pnytiated to this very purpofe and no other. Aa it was^ 
for 15 years it produced but littU good^ becanfe it was 
on focon^tradied ^ fcale. In the y/rMu< trial, for near four 
years it generated manj tuiby becaufe it received infonts 
kuKfmminaiify* The true medium and real proper uie 
of the inftitution being now apparent, with regard to the 
infant poor in queilion, if a trial ihould be made, though 
it were with the pariflies only, where moft children die, 
it coidd not foil of accomplifliing the end in view. 

There is much reafon to complain of the negled of 
marriage, but this moft evidently depends on htdhiJuals^ 
wbilft the children of the puUic^ which thefe in queftion 
may with the greateft propriety be deemed, are in the 
ftblie kandfi agreeable fo'tberujes of pariihts, find withoul 

the 
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the leaft violation* of the rights of parents. Befides, 

thefe may .at ainy time receive their children again, in 

cafe they are aJbletQ k^p then), th$ fame of the Hofpi- 

tal as of the parifhes. And if women come to lie-in, or 

lyith their own children at the breaft, the pari(h will 

ftill be the proper place for their temporary relief, . . 

It is not lefs evident, that thefe cities take the lead 

with regard to all other places in the kingdom j aijd, 

although We feem to be in the moft diftrcfs here, ihq 

cafejs very bad in fome other cities and towns. This 

doth fipt ap|)ear to be fo much an age of population any 

'■*■'■■ • •■ , . ^- 

.where, but thatk will be happy if we can recruit our 

lofles in the two laft wars, in few years. 

■...'■' ' ■ .'i-* 

The parochial fyftem is the public plan, fo far as it is 

found to be good : but the prefent propo&l reftr^inf no 

pa,^i{h, it only means to preferve children. It would be 

abfurd to fuppbfe that the pari(hes may hot agfee, or 

contracSl with the Hofpital^ as they often do with private 

perfons, to take charge of their children. . ; 

It is not to be conceived but that there will he a very 

ftriking difference between pariih andpariih: but fup** 

pofing that we have a true account of the infant poor^ 

the table of the rates of their mortality in 1765, which 

I fend you, will convince you of the neceiHty of fomp 

remedy, on every motive that is politic or facred. And if 

the Hofpital can, with any new powers, anfwer this pur- 

pofe, it is our intereft to make ufe of it. 

I am yours, &c. J. H* 

5 b Computa^ 



[ i86 ] 



Comfutation of the Numhers nvhich may ffrdb'ahlybe prejem/ed fy 

LETTER XLVI. 

jT T is the chief part of wifdom, . wicn w^ cannot ac* 
:-*• complifli a greater good, to ;be contented with a 
lle'flcr. The circuqiftances of thcfc cities ^cing fo fingi^- 
|lac9 we ought to wiih that a ippre ! ample, fuccor was 
i^ordcd our infant poor. Wh^t-wasL and* Continues to 
ibc, the meaning of the Hofpital, piay jftili Ije carri^xt into 
"execution. But perhaps it may be pfoper, op this'oc- 
Swifion, to rccomjnend the ejf ample of ^Ofon to the Athe- 
lifarisj who fays^ •* he gave them not the bcft laws that 
touM be- given, but the beft they were cipablc of re- 
ceiving." I dare fay, when the parifliofficef^s are called 
^Ijpojiy ni^ny will be candid in theiraccoi/nts of things, 
-and cxprefs thcirteal hbp^s an^ fears, Thegeritlemen now 
in office, as far as I know, may be as wife as fisrpents, 
xahdas innocent as doves; but as they are not refpon* 
fible for their predcccffors, neither can ithey anfwer for 
the good conduS of thofc who may fticceed. them. 

TThe following computation is founded upon this 
leading fecure principle, that if the pariflies were to pay 
fo. much money, they would not fail tp fend as many 
i:htldren as they have, a title to fend, a^-foon aa the faid 
f:h}ldrcn came td hand : and confeqjuently fuch a certain 
pumbcr would have the feme fair chance of living as the 
l^'oundlings, and their vum fcrijh infants had, in J75§ to 
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lt7S9i when they fent all, or the moft part of them j to 





Number of 
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Years, 


Children 


Number 
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£. s. d. 
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1775 
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You will^ferwe the price for mirfing is the fameat 
.hath been experienced by the Hofpltal to be Barely fuffi- 
cient to aiifiVer the tjcceffary expcttces, to do co^imon 
juftice to the children, vit. y.1. 10 s, , 

The computation is iriade on the bills of rtiortalify otX 

a medium from 173!' td 1761, cpmpUted on the , whole 

, mortality (^) at zs pet ceht. to .Whicb is added 10 pet 

*ceni. moire deaths 6n the rcntainin^ 606, fo that in the 

firft year 800 may be feht, andoriy 540 are paid- for; 

The iftyearon 800 in the f^^& amotlnt.to j^." 405b 

2d on 3906 • received at the F. Hu Was i*-- 36000 

2d — Bob as itt the table f ahntiaHy — . ^^ lti^25 

3d on 3900* received at the F:'H. »^ 40000 

4th— ^ 806 dsriii thc/irfJIp, amiually -i*- ' 13807 

^ 4th on 39W rtcifeived at the F, H* ifi^ ^obo 

(a) On the whole burials, it is i^ ihi firft yiar, and 11 percent. 
t\\t fecond year. ' On the buriah of Infants only, fet againft tHe 
cbrifteningiy under 1 ycai's old, it will thei^ be uear 57 per ct nt. 

B b ^ T« 
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To (hew how muth the above computatioh cxceedb 
the real expence now a^laally beftowed dn' pibor itt" 
fants : -. ■ .. 

The 4th year, ort the iabU is, *— ^ ' >C*»i3»^^7 ^ ^ 
But by the pariQi regtjitrsy in 1765, (befrtg*'^' ' ••* ? 

the4thyearof thcregifter), it dothflor -^ 

appear that there hath been fcafly 'cxr-* 
pended on the infunt pocr^ contaiflct! in ' 
the regifter,* full — — — .1— • - jooo t) 
It IS very apparent, that this remarkable 'diffbr^ce Ih 
the charge, or expence, is the chiief caufe of the greit 
devaftation of human life in the petfons of thefe ih^ 
/ants. 

It was computed at the Hofpital, that in cafe they had' 
continued taking in children, the grants would have 
amounted to 100,000 h per annum, and ftopt at 'thii^ 
fum \ and confidering bow the proportion of mortality 
cncrcafcd on the number of 3900, year upon year, I ap- 
prehend it might have ftopt at 100,000 1. It is very re^ 
tnarkable that this kind of mifery fbould keep fach zW 
equal pace as 3900 for near four fucceffivc years. ^* '' 
But the number of 800, received feirly and abovt-> 
board, knowing whofe and what children they are, I 
confider, in regard to favings^ as more]t!ian one fourtk 
part of 3900, taken blindly and indifcrimirtately. 
. If the number of children claimed by parents and 
friends, after they are paft the dangerous part of liife, 
ibould be greater than under the fecret reception ; the 
Hofpital will have fome favings, and be the better en^ 
abled, on this account alfo, to exert itfelf> to pta out 
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children prsp^rfyf and yet not run up the expence beyond 
the computation. 

If the children born within the bills of mortality, and 
brought to the parifh of&cer^ are lefs healthy than the 
generality of infants within the bills, mpre of them will 
of courfe die ; but. this will be f^n by tl)e event. 

That fome are. bofii. of difeafed moth€;rsy I grant ; 
but, whilft fo littl^ c^re is taken of thefe children, I 
cannot reft any faith on fuch reafons, having feea 
fully difplayed all the mifery of thefe pariflies when 
the fame clafs of children were conveyed to Lamb'f 
Conduit-^fields. T^hc lefs healthy children are, the more 
care is necefTary, Therefore I cannot think it would be 
fair play to circumfcribe the Hofpital, as if it fhould not 
rear more children in proportion^ on a number of 800 
per annum, than it did before on the number of 3900 

per annum. 

• • • • ■. , ^ - * , . , ,, ..._,.. 

As the whole 800 will be 7m(;» children, a greater 
proportion of them may die than if they were part coun-^ 
/nf children > with this advantage in favor of the former, 
that thefe will be fo much lefs danger in the fmall jour* 
ney to the Holpital : and whether the faving at the age 
of ten years (hall be found to be 42 or only 32 In 100, 
it will be fo vaft an encreafe on the parilh mortality, as 
you will fee by my Letter VI. as muft give the higheft 
fatisfa<aion to every well-wifher to his country* 

Though the whole number of 1841 children fliouli 
not be living at the pnd of .1770, as mentioned in the 
tabU^ the computation ftands on a good foundation, there 

being 
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^4iitib^tfi Ihif^j it cahifot be prduMecT thaf 1 1 i^W^ 
left without fuccor, where life is concehia[t-;!'and-ibm(- 
thth|^'«Suft Uriav6i<tdbly bb feft to ProvkitoiQ^ : .* . 
. '•/T'^Tlfeiritcntions W the GoTetridrs'WiH be topm- 
'ferve evei^ child to the utmoft of thMr'Jpower. ''And 
' tbf a method- ¥nU hot,^ in effeft, coft'ifiore Aan the pa- 
rifiies muft be hereafter obliged to ext)Mdv':^if it is de- 
^tdrminoi tKcyyKi// uft the means of pMfcfVittg theipoor 
' chfldrert 111 qiieftion. " ^ . ir . . - y 

. ^: ' Iainy:yourtyto^'J. jL 

." :••' '•• -■■... . ..^^ i'-3'.; ;; -4) vj\'. 

, . :L.E.T.TE R XL5f.^^ _^ 

I if" we cari devifc the means whereby^his'RIi^eftjr majr 
gam three thdiifahd fubjefb in- ff/r yeltrs) on one poor 
'clrfs'oF^i's people 6rily ;' indthatthe-fante^pfopofrtlonatc 
progrefs"may be made anriuaily in populalfertV^it ^I'tbe 
lio Icfs fJJr'tb'e (ervice if^ilaHSed'ifrtere/thf therii'lSttg- 
'dom»;>thsfii for the lioiior'.ana acFvantage'bf 'tt^eftifesK 

If any one of the lefs opulent parffliesflranW ^etd 

poverty, of inability to 'comply' wHh Ih^lnodersfte- (trms 

of Tt,* tKe'bfficet^ will' in *e CWie brtteh^Wc bbKgol^^to 

'confefe ttiat tticy have'Tiitherto loR' thWr %if)iitt<poor, 

nietdy forriot'bfeftoWingtKe-mcaris W^fAiihring thteu 

• 'WKiS'-iliiy ■ be ftoUgf^^^ ^MffSlfj'*^n tegartl ?ta^£hc 

•charging «any -nAer T/aiflb'-iii^ relief bf a^|*KJiifcrj wTlo 

have moft infant po* i* W*^ S«^t tftfilrf hieilnif theTJC- 

' curriary plrt of the e AcKic* iBajr Hfrfetf tSted,- 4n We 

J*fVicttf,''rd5notd«c^^ feaya«t'«ft»|?fi»r 

*►'• the 
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ndrtaKtff it ktms as if the computation in the Uble» 
is the neareft that can be well formed^ to eftabliih on alt 

There is the more reafon for this allowance of iSj 
percent* aait jlpfKars4hat.of 136 children received by 
the Hofpital, bndwing'liiie objedls^ there is living after 
6 }rear9, .63 per<€dmH<^(fi!e page 27} whereas the 1841, 
computed tOibe^prifeii^ed^ is but 57^ per cent, 
i- After tl:^firflDtwo«x)r three years, we £ad the Found- 
lings jiivaii)^!^ ht^h ya proportbn.as/ alrnofl: any other 
children ; but the parifh infant poor, in the h&ndsof the 
officers, .appeaar tomsoulder^w^y fo faft^ that erf*, the jrear 
^l763/« ia feveial of:the tegifters they ave near all dead» 
or deli v«ned 1^x7654;. Xboug^ 51a werciireceiyeGl in July 
1762, und^r 12 montbs^M^c find jjtiiit 3D only trans- 
ferred to 1765, and 10 ofthsfrar^iy if W9 Pd^y ju/dge}:^ 
|h^ name^ noflf^d ):qi!.lbe motherftj whioh IQ» «^ccor4ing 
to the ai^, fliould not be entecedjn the regiders* j r ^ 
,^^^Jf the [fofpJtal^^^d at^any time app^r to hayfj an 
^crplus^ offliSnpy, it m?iy he. ^ccoMnted fox, . and th^ 
pariflies excufed paying for fuch |i.t|Qieas.fu(;h overplii$ 
j^l allcwjofilfo,tl{atin |be iiTue the Hofpital may re- 
ceive, upon the general account, no oaoce, than it pays.) 
ap|l an immtal^er^ 0(coum being ;given, : the whole will 
f ppear, witfa.die diftIn6liQn of ihe Aomber^^i^ and tbie 
fmmbeiu/riio^;^bbbpgii|g^tq^each p^^ refpedively. 
^ Jf tbe.GovQnww!^ q£ .thet Hqfpital. wccetpo narrowly 
rircumferib^d^ thsy \touW, h^irdJLy attempt to carry the 
de(tgniintP&<exin:;utio]v^ there fhould be fuffi^ 

cient;gi:puod3>iQri^{ilnbiStiQ» of tl^ccnsputation, it may 
|w«iore eafily complied witht on the part of thf Ifofpi- 

tal. 
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ta), than an augmentation obtained of the pariflies.-— -^ 
In the mean time die children ihould on no account 
jperifhfor want. 

It is reafonable to prefume, that the augmented tarn 
^ 319005/. at the end of ten years, will fix m period tq 
the proportion of the expence of 800 children annaally, 
Jufpeffing an equal number of them may go 0ff into the 
world, as others come on. But becanfe it is probaWt 
the Governors will be (^liged to keep a confiderable 
number of the children longer than ten years of age, the 
computation in the table becomes ftill the more reafotiaUe* 

Sonoething muft be left to time and experteooe. Tho 
parilbes being obliged to take all the dijirejedy exdufive 
of thefe 800 infants under 4 years of age, will have op* 
portunities enough to make a full difplay of their buma* 
nity, by virtue of the regijiers now exiftjng, and be a 
check on the Hofpital, as the Hofpital will be upon thcflk 
And if the infants fuccecd in this effort fer life^ die tveal 
may prove equally happy to the pariihes, to the Hofpital, 
to the children themfelves, and to the commuaity ia 
general whofe happinefs is the only objed iitk queftion. 

Whatever fome parifhes may accomplifii in this great 
work of humanity, and whatever improvements thry are 
capable of, yet on a comparifon of the iavinga i^r the 
Hofpital, the lifference hath hitherto been very ftrikifig« 
Upon a furvey of this table, with an attentive eye, you 
will judge of this matter. 

The regiftcrs of the infant poor from July 1762 
to December 1765, including the tranaleFt 
from year to year, give 6032, and exciitfiM cf 
them -r- — -^ — - — -^ ^j3 

From 
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From which deJufting thofe delivered to mothers 

and parents — — — — — — 1558 

Remained in the hands of the officers — — 2414 
who are computed at 800 per ann. 
Alive on the abftraft of the regifters of 1765 — 690 
Ihave already remarked, that in order to render an 
aSl complete with regard to the care of pari(h children, 
each parilh refpefiively, within the bills of mortality, 
Ihould annually give to the company of parifli clerks, 
a SJiinil account^ according to a form prefcribed, of the 
following particulars, viz. The child's name— age 
when received under the care of the parifh— when 
'prenticed out — for how long time — perfon*s name to 
whom 'prenticed — trade — ^placc where living — what 
money given as an apprentice fee — If parents living, 
their name, trade, and place — with whatever elfe may 
be material. This may be a means ^ of accompliOiing 
a work which the prefent regifter leaves imperfefl. It 
may alfo lay a foundation for a regular plan, in re- 
gard to this clafs of our fellow fubjeSs in generaU 

I fhould alfo be glad it were feen, in good time, ^^w 
manj and which of the children regiftered, do really live 
to be placed out. 

To prove more cfFeftually how the great bufinefs 
of ulhering children into the offices, of life, from the 
parifiies, hath been conducted, and whether we are mif- 
taken or not, a fair and honeft account of any foicr 
years of children *prenticcd out, with the diftinftions 
abovementioned, will mark out in legible chara(9ers, 
what the ofual fortune of thefe children is, with refpe£t 

C e to 
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to the lot afTigned them in this capricious world, where 
. they have fo often met with bad quarters. 

The children being no longer transferred, after 
they are paft 4 years old, it is already fomewhat difficult 
to difcovcr if any children taken in their infancy, 
are preferved in the officers hands : and whilft we fee fo 
many die of 2 to 4 years old, beyond all com£on 
computation, we can never eftecra any of them the fafir 
for being difcontinued in the regifter at 4 years old. 

I am,' yours, &c. J. H. 



Computation for ibi Parijb of St. Clemtni Danes ; ofui farther 
Rea/oni for their Concurrence in the humane Defym recommaied* 

LETTER XLVII. 

YOU have feen what the general cxpence will be 
on 800 children. If your parifli (hould incline 
to (hew that candor, ;teal, and humanity which you 
wifli to fee, and fhould fend a quota of 32 children, 
or in the proportion of a lefler number, to the HoC^ 
pital, your account would ftand thus : 





Children 


Number 


Computed 






Year, 


fent. 


paid for. 


per cent. 


Amount 


It 7/. lOJ. 








to live. 


(,' 


/. d. 


1767 


32 


22 


68J 


165 





1768 


6+ 


40 


62' 


300 





1769 


9^ 


57 


60 


427 


IQ 


1770 


i28 


i5 


58 


555 








177' 


1 6c 


56 


667 


10 





1772 


192 


105 


54i 


787 


lO 





1/73 


224 


120 


53t! 


900 





.0 


1/74 


2\:' 


135 


524 : 


1012 


10 


^ 


1775 


286 


150 


52 \ 


1125 








I1776 


320 


165 


5»i 


"3? 


2Q 



the 
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the eldeft being reckoned Un years of age, arid the 
youngeft going on in twelve months, I fuppofe that thofe 
ivho go ofF by death, and thofe who come oh the ftage 
of life, by being placed out, will fix your expence, 
that itfhall not encreafe above the 1137/. 10 j. 

Thus you will have the pleafure to fee 165 children ai 
if they were rifen from the grave !— but they will coft 
the laft year 11 37/. tos: and if fuch an acquifition of 
fubjcfts continued on, it is eafy to compute how much 
your parifli and the community in general would be en- 
riched by your condud. Nor is it juft that you (hould 
enjoy the comforts^ much lefs the fplendor of life, unlefi 
you fupply your quota of working people committed to 
your charge in their infancy. If you fufter them to die, 
you commit injuftice on other parifbes ; you require thepi 
to fupply your defeats, and by confounding the order 
of things, bring on poverty, and diftrefs. 

It is neceiTary however to add, that if the legiflature 
require the parifbes under any modification^ to fend their 
children to the Hofpital, it muft be with the exception 
of thofe who are properly cheriihed at the mothers 
breads with or without allowance from the parifh, /. e. 
that the infant fliall have all the fair play which the 
order of nature gives^ In this cafe alfo, there will be a 
great latitude left for the difplay of your humanity, that 
like good officers, good pariftioners, good fubje£ts, and 
good chriftians, you may contribute your quota to the 
common ftock ; difcharge one of the moft eflTential duties 
which the Author of Nature requires at your hands, and 
execute your truft with great credit and little trouble* 

C c 2 Think 
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Think ferioufly, can your pariih employ the higheft 
accumulated expence of this table, better than by avow- 
ing before God and man, that you have, human frailty 
excepted, done the htji you could do; and that ac- 
cordingly at the end of 10 years you bad 150 or 160 
children living. Would the pariftnomrs who pay tbeir 
money, complain to parliament, or the quarter feffions, 
that ]rou had run them up to the expence of 1 137/. lou 
for keeping fo many children alive to the tenths who be- 
fore ufed to die within the firft or ficond year ?■ 

The two great obje£b are the coft, and the manage- 
ment i one will naturally follow the other, for if a good 
price is paid, good fervice will be naturally fought foe 
and expected s and if good fervice is done, it muft be 
paid for. 

It may be fairly prefumed that one third, if not one 
half of the genuine dependants on parifh rates witbin 
the bills of mortality, and nearly over the whole king- 
dom, are of the clafs of mankind under kv^a years of 
age : I fay genuine dependants, becaufe too many fubfift 
by thefe rates for whom labor Oiould be provided, that 
they may furmfi) themfehes with bread. If we mean to 
preferve the infant poor, we can hardly appropriate to 
their fervice a lefs fum than ont quarter^ if not one tlnri 
part of the parifli rates, and particularly within the bills 
bf mortality, vi». of the 120,000/. be it more or 1^ 
levied annually therein. I mean that it will amowst 
to one fmrth or one third part, if the children of the 
firft year arrive at ten years of age, in the manner com*- 

puted^ 
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puted, fa as to enable the Hofpital^ or the Parijh if it 
preferves them, to begin to ufher them into the world. 

It is an ardupus. tafk to enter into all the recefles of 
mifery, or adapt every means proper to the relief of it. 
What a curious account it would make, were it exa£Hy 
ftated bno mmh^ or rather how little, has been expended on 
each life, lupon infants born in the workhoufes^or in 
parifh houfes, or brought into them, under 2 years old : 
hpw many have been reared from infancy: what hath 
been expended on fuch children till placed out, &c. 
This might open the fcene ftill wider, and fhew what 
little attention has been paid to the growing generation 
of laboring poor, dependant on the public, in this feat 
of opulency. 

Upon examining the regifters, how fhort a time the 
jdead were alive ^ how .n>any were in the hands of the 
mothers; how long thefe were in the workhoufe; and 
for how few any pay whatfoever has been given for 
nurAng, it doth not appear to me that the whole charge 
in 1765 (notwithftanding a few pariflies have done their 
duty) comes to 3000I. on 1795 children under four 
years of age, though the year 1765 comprehends alfo 
the r^niaim of 1762, 1763, and 1764. 
. There is a fum of 1061 1. 19 s. 6d. received with 
X52 illegitimate children, which amounts to near 7/. 
which is fo inadequate as not to be equal to a fingle year's 
f xpence : and how much of this has been appropriated 
to the prefervation of infants, is a farther queftion. 

An obligation to pay 5 or 10 1. for a lawlefs ammr^ 

will not rcftrain the libertine part, even of the lower 

4 ^ clafTes 
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Comfutation df the Numhers nvhich may frohahlyhe f'rejemfed hy 

L 1. LETTER XLVI. 

T T is the chief part tJi wifdom, . wi»cn .wp cannot ac* 
.'•*" coinplifli a greater good, to ^be contented with a 
Icfler. The circucfiftanccs of thcfe cities l^ejfjg fo fingi^- 
\Uji we ouebt to wiQi. that a oipre.arDple. fuccor was 
i?iffordcd our infant poor. Wh^t- wasL ah^* continues tp 
jbe, the meaning of the Hofpital, p^ay jftiU be carri^ into 
execution. But perhaps it may be proper, op thisoc- 
^cafion, t6 rccofhfnerid the eij^ample of ^pFon to the Athc- 
iffarisj who fays, ** he gave them not the beft laws that 
^ouM be given,- but the beft they were tipablc of re- 
ceiving." I dare fay, when the par ifh- officers are called 
^iJpOBy m^ny will be candid in their accoiiiits of things, 
-and exprefs theiti'^^ hbp^s an^ fears. The gentlemen now 
in office, as far as I know, may be as wife as ^rpents, 
(and as innocent as doves; but as they arc not refpon- 
fible for their predeccffors, neither can.. they anfwer for 
the. good conduS of thofe who may. fticcecd them, 

T'he foiiowiitg computation is founded upon this 
leading fecure principle, that if the pariflies were to pay 
rfo.much nwney, they would not fail tp fend as many 
i:hildren as they have, a title to fcrid, aS' foon a9 the faid 
phjldren came td hand : and confe<jjuently fuch a. certain 
ji umber would have the. feme fair chance of living as the 
foundlings, and their vmn farijh infanU had, in 1756 to 
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^759) vhen they Tent all, or the moft part of them j to 
the Hofpital at the J^t^//V (fA(;^i^Cir. . .,.:.-^. 





Number of 


Computed 


Rate' 




Yeaw. 


Children 


Number 


per cent. 


Amnmitiit 7/. t6t. 




fen^'' 


^'preferyed. 


prelcrved. 


£' '• -/• 


1768 


800 


540 


67i' 


4050 








1600 


. 999 


6^4 


7492. 


10 • 


-9r 


1769 


2400 


1430 


59i 


10725 
, 13807 


0. 


31 


1770 


3200 ^ 


1841 


S7i 


TO 


1771 


4000 


f 2237 


56 , 


16777 


10 


-.0. 


1772 


4860 


2626 


541 


1969s 


,0 





'773 


c6oa. 
. S400 


-3009 


53i 


22567 


% 


0^ 


1774 


33B^ • 


5H. 


25402 


to- 


P: 


177s 


7200 J 


376? 


s^ 


28215 





, 


1776 1 


8660 ^ 


' 4134 


Sii 


31005 


" b 






You will-obfervje the price for mirfing is the fame at 
.hath been cxperieiiced by the Hofpltal to be barely fufii- 
cient to atifWer tbe tocceflary cxp^Hces, to dd common 
juftice to the ciildrfen, visB. 7/- 10 x, . 

Tbe computation is iriade Ort the bills of mortality oti 

z medium frorn 1731 >td 1^61, computed on the .whole 

mortality {a) at 515 pel: cent., to .Which is added 10 pet 

*cent moire deaths 6n the remaining 606, fdth« in the 

firft year 800 may be feht, and only 540 are paid' for. 

The iftyearx)n 800 in the toi& amotintto jf • 405b 

2d on 3906 received at the F. Hw Wa$ **- 36000 

3d — 806 as in the table^ ahnually -— ■ ' 1<S^15 

3d on 3900' received at the F;'H. ^-i- 40060 

4th— ^ 806 dsrin the /i*ilf, annually — . - 13807 

4th ort 390^ rtctived at the F. H* -a^ jpobo 

(a) On tbe whole burials, it 1$ 1^ tfie firft year, and 11 percent. 
t\\t fccond yeir. • On the buriaft of infants only, fet againft tHe 
cbriftenings under 1 years old, it will thei^ be near 57 per c«nt. 

B b a T# 
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To {hew how iituth the above computatioh exceeds 
the real expence now z&uzMy beftowed dir plodr m» 
fants : - ^ • / . 

The 4th year, 6rt the tdbli is, ^^ * ;^-i3>^^7 ro C 
But bythe parifli regtjfer's^ m'ij6s\ (heftig'^' ' ■ - '-t 

the4thyearof theregiftcr), it doth' uW ■ '■' ~ it* 

Itppear that there hath been feaBy 'ex:-* 
pendedon the in/ant poor, conUiricdfin 
the regifter,* full — • — * :^ .1— • - jooo t 
It is very apparent, that this remarkabfe'diffbr^c^ ih 
the charge, or expence, is the chief cauic of tbc grcit 
devaftatlon of huihah life in thfe petfons of thefe ^^ 
/ants« 

It was computed at the Hofpital, that In cafe they had^ 
continued taking in children, the grants would have 
amounted to 100,000 h per annum, aiid ftopt at 'thi^ 
fum i and confsdering bow the proportion of mortality 
cncreafcd on the number of 3900, year upon year, I ap- 
prehend it might have ftopt at 100,000 1. It is very re^ 
tnarkable that this kind of mifery fhoiild keep fuch all' 
equal pace as 3900 for near four fucceffive years. '^ 

But the number of 800, received fairly and abovt-> 
board, knowing whofe and what children they are, I 
coniider, in regard to favings^ as more' than one fourth 
part of 3900, taken blindly and indifcrimiAately. 
. If the number of children claimed by parents and 
friends, after they are paft the dangerous part of life« 
ihould be greater than under the fecret itception ; the 
Hofpital will have fome favings, and be the better en« 
abled, on this account alfo, to exert ufeU'> to pia out 



[ '89 ] 

children prsptrlj^ and yet not run up the cxpencc beyond 
the computation. 

If the children born within the bills of mortality, and 
brought to the parifh of&cer^ are lefs healthy than the 
generality of infants ivithin the bills, mQre of them will 
of courfe die j but, this will be feen by the event. 

That fome are. bQjrn. of difeafed mothe^rs, I grant ; 
but, whilft fo little c^re is taken of thefe children, t 
cannot reft any faith on fuch reafons, having kta 
fully difplayed all the mifery of thefe pariflies when 
the fame clafs of children were conveyed to Lamb's 
Conduit-fields, .^he lefs healthy children are, the more 
care is neceflary. Therefore I cannot think it would be 
fair play to circumfcribe the Hofpital, as if it fhould nor 
rear more children in proportion^ on a number of 800 
per annum, than it did before on the number of 3900 
per annum. 

As the whole 800 will be town children, a greater 
proportion of them may die than if they were part coun^ 
/nr children > with this advantage in favcnr of the former, 
that there will be fp much lefs danger in the fmall jour- 
ney to the Hpfpital : and whether the faving at the age 
of ten years Ihall be found to be 42 or only 32 in lop, 
it will be fo vaft an encreafe on the p^rilh mortality, a» 
you will fee by my Letter VL as muft give the higheft 
fatisfadion to every well-wifher to his country. 

Though the whole number of 1841 children (houl^l 
tiot be living at the fsnd of .1770, a§ mentioned in the 
table^ the computation ftands on a good foundation, there 

being 
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to the lot afllgned them in this capricious world, where 
. they have fo often met with bad quarters. 

The children being no longer transferred, after 
they are paft 4 years old, it is already fomewhat difficiift 
to difcover if any children taken in their infancy, 
are preferved in the officers hands : and whilft we fee To 
"many die of 2 to 4 years old, beyond all comlnon 
computation, we can never efteem any of them the faftr 
for being difcontinued in the regifter at 4 years old. 

I am," yours, &c. J. H. 

Computation for tbt Parijh of $t. Clement Danes ; ami further 
Riafons for their Ctmcumnce in the humane Defi^ recommadteU 

LETTER XLVII. 

YOU have feen what the general cxpence will be 
on 800 children. If your parifli (hould incline 
to (hew that candor, ;teal, and humanity which you 
wifli to fee, and fhould fend a quota of 32 children, 
or in the proportion of a lefler number, to the Hof^ 
pital, your account would ftand thus : 





Children Number 


Computed 




1 


Year. 


fent. paid for. 


per cent. 


Amount 


at 7/. lox.l 






to live. 


I' 


J. 


d. 


J767 


32 22 


68| 


165 





1 


1768 


64 40 


62i 


300 


1 
IP 1 


1769 


96 57 


60 


427 


1770 


128 


y^ 


58 


555 








1771 


160 


56 


667 


10 





1772 


192 


105 


541 


787 


10 





1773 


224 


120 


53t 


900 








1774 


236 


135 


524 


1012 


10 


^ 


177s 


288 150 
.320 165 


52 


1125 








I1776 


5'i 


"37 


10 


Q . 



the 
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vi6rtaUtfv i^ iern^nr. 9s if the computation In the t^bl«^ 
ijs the neareft that can be well formed^ to eftabliih on all 
itdbsa pro$«Cio«qnitaMe, and ^r<Kr« plan* 

There is the more reafon for thb allowance of iSj 
pfircent. aa.it ipfKars^bataf 136 children recdved by 
the HofpitaJ, lBncr«0ifigTtlie obje^, there is living after 
6yiear9, '.63 per.<odmqo(*fte page 27) whereas the 1841, 
computed tOifae^piifodiied^ is but 57I per cent* 
^^: Afiu;r.tt^fi)E&tH¥0'X>r tbbee jeaor^^ : we £qd the Found* 
lings ^iivb^iil^it^ higjh ^ px^oportion/as^ almoft any other 
children ; but the parifh infant poor, in the handsof the 
oifice];^ .appear ^tnsoulder^w^yfofaiftf that of. the |rear 
^763^* iiifeveial<Bf:tfae Dsgiftprs they :^ve near all dead, 
or dfiUv«red;ip ^76541^ Though 5:10 wercLii!eceiye4in July 
1762* und^r 12 months^ we find jiji>ut 3D only trans*- 
ferred to 1765, and jo of tber^orriy ^ w^ Pd^y JMidge t^ 
Ihe namn^ rmisf^ )iyi.the motheraj. whioh IQ» jf^Q^on^ing 
to the aj^, ftiould not beenteieedjn the regifters*; J ^^ 
,^j:If.tbc HofptUal^^iild at.any time^pp^^r ^Q h^K^^.an 
^crplus^ Qf.flQnpy, it m^y hft 4cpaMiitpd,f(w:».?nd;thfe 
parifhes excufed paying foi:.:fi|t;h » tineas ftichorerplsi^ 
|w|i allow xrfilfo^ll^at in |he iifiie the Hofpital may re- 
ceive, upon thegeneralaccount, nottiQie^tban itpaysx^ 
a(i^ an tmrmal^ene/^j^count being igiven^. the whole will 
l^pear, ^itfa.tke diAincSlion of ihetmmb^r^^ ahdth^ 
iiijnfibeJti/7fi0^i^bbbpgiA^^ refpOiSively, 

^ ^^f tbe^GftvonWM^ cri[:.th^ Hqfpitel wficetpo narrowl)- 
rirciimfcrihsd^ Ihsy vtwW h^urdiy attempt to carryvthc 
deftgOiin^^ese^tipiVn'HT-And if there ihauld he fuffi^. 
cienlqgcpmitl&iori'i^iii^daMMi of tl^r computatiQn, it may 
)iv«Bore eafily complied with» on the part of th^ {^ofpi* 

tal. 
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ta], than an augmentation obtained of the pariAies.— — « 
In the mean time the children fhould on no accounC 
pendkfor want. 

It is reafonable to prefume, that the augmented fam 
of 319005/. at the end of ten years, will fix t period to 
the proportion of the expence of 8co children annually, 
fuppeffmg an equal number of them may go ^ff into the 
world, as others come on. But becaufe it is probaUa 
the Governors will be obliged to keep a confidenble 
number of the children longer than (en years of age, the 
computation in the table becomes ftill the more reafonable. 

Something muft be left to time and experieoee. Tha 
parilbes being obliged to take all the diftrejjedy exdufivt 
of thefe 800 infants under 4 years of age, will have op* 
portunities enough to make a full difplay of their buaia* 
nity, by virtue of the regijlers now exifljag, and be a 
check on the Hofpital, as the Hofpital will be upon thcflk 
And if the infants fuccecd in this effort fer life^ the avcflt 
may prove equally happy to the parishes, to the Hofpital, 
to the children themfelves, and to the commuiiity ia 
general whofe happinefs is the only ^e6t in queftion. 

Whatever fome parifhes may accompli& in this greift 
work of humanity, and whatever improvements they are 
capable of, yet on a comparifon of the favings ^ the 
Hofpital, the liffcrence hath hitherto been very ftrifci^^ 
Upon a furvey of this table, with an attentive €ye, yoa 
win judge of this matter* 

The regiftcrs of the infent poor from July 1762 
to December 1765, including the transfers 
from year to year, give 6032, and exclufive of 
them T- — ^ — , ~ \^ ^033 

From 
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From which deducing thofe delivered to mothers 

arid parents — — — — — — 1558 

Remained in the hands of the officers — — 2414 

who are computed at 800 per ann. 

Alive on the abftraft of the reglfters of 1765 — 690 

Ihave already remarked, that in order to render an 
aH complete with regard to the care of parifli children, 
each parilh refpefiiveljr, within the bills of mortality, 
fhould annually give to the company of parifli clerks, 
a £JitnSl account J according to a form prefcribed, of the 
following particulars, viz. The child's name— age 
when received under the care of the parifh— ^when 
'prenticed out — for how long time — perfon's name to 
whom *prenticed — trade — ^placc where living — what 
money given as an apprentice fee — If parents living, 
their name, trade, and place — with whatever elfe may 
be material. This may be a means of accomplifliing 
a work which the prefent regifter leaves imperfedl. It 
may alfo lay a foundation for a regular plan, in re- 
gard to this clafs of our fellow fubjefts in general. 

I fhould alfo be glad it were feen, in good time, how 
many and which of the children regiftered, do really live 
to be placed out* 

To prove more efFefliually how the great bufinefs 
of ulhering children into the offices, of life, from the 
pari(hes, hath been conducted, and whether we are mif- 
taken or not, a fair and honeft account of any four 
yean of children *prenticed out, with the diftin£Uons 
abovementioned, will mark out in legible chara£ters, 
what the ufual fortune of thefe children is^ with refpedi: 

C e - to 
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to the lot afligned them in this capricious world, where 
. they have fo often met with bad quarters. 

The children being no longer transferred, after 
they are paft 4 years old, it is already fomewhat difficult 
to difcover if any children taken in their infancy, 
are preferred in the officers hands : and whilft we fee fo 
many die of 2 to 4 years old, beyond all comlKon 
computation, we can never efteem any of them the Taftr 
for being difcontinued in the regifter at 4 years old. 

I am,' yours, &c« J. H. 

Computation for ibi Parijh of $t. Clement Danes ; and farther 
Reafons for their Concurnnce in the humane Defign recmtmoML 

LETTER XLVII. 

YOU have feen what the general expence will be 
on 800 children. If your parifli (hould incline 
to (hew that candor, ;teal, and humanity which yoa 
wifli to fee, and fhould fend a quota of 32 children, 
or in the proportion of a lefler number, to the Hof^ 
pital, your account would ftand thus : 





Children 


Number 


Computed 






Year. 


fent. 


paid for. 


per cent. 


Amount 


It 7/. 10/. 








to Jive. 


^• 


s. d. 


J767 


32 


22 
40 


68J 


165 





1768 


64 


62i 


300 





1769 


9^ 


57 


60 


427 


IQ 





1770 


128 


74 


58 


555 








1771 


160 


89 


56 


667 


10 





1772 


192 


105 


544 


787 


10 





1773 


224 


120 


53t 


900 








1774 


2'j6 


135 


524 1012 


10 





1775 


28J> 

.320 


ISO 


52 1125 








1776 


165 


S't II37 


IQ 


Q 



the 



the eldeft being reckoned Un years of age, arid the 
youngeft going on in twelve months. I fuppofe that thofe 
who go off by death, and thofe who come oh the ftage 
of life, by being placed out, will fix your expence, 
that itfhall not encreafe above the 1137/. lOj, 

Thus you will have the pleafure to fee 165 children ai 
if they were rifen from the grave !-*-but they will coft 
the laft year 1 1 37/. tos: and if fuch an acquifition of 
fubjcds continued on, it is eafy to compute how much 
your parifli and the community in general would be en- 
riched by your conduil. Nor is it juft that you (hould 
enjoy the comforts^ much Icfs the fplendor of life, unlefi 
you fupply your quota of working people committed to 
your charge in their infancy. If you fufter them to die, 
you commit injuftice on other pariihes ; you require them 
to fupply your defeats, and by confounding the order 
of things, bring on poverty- and diftrefs. 

It is neceflfary however to add, that if the legiflature 
require the parifhes under any modification, to fend their 
children to the Hofpital, it muft be with the exception 
of thofe who are properly cheriihed at the mothers 
breaft^ with or without allowance from the parifli, /. e. 
that the infant (hall have all the fair play which the 
order of nature giveSi In this cafe alfo, there will be a 
great latitude left for the difplay of your humanity, that 
like good officers, good parifliioners, good fubjeiSis, and 
good chriftians, you may contribute your quota to thQ 
common ftock ; difcharge one of the moft eflential duties 
which the Author of Nature requires at your hands, and 
execute your truft with great credit and little trouble. 

C c 2 Think 
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Think fcrioufly, can your parifh employ the higheft 
accumulated expence of this table, better than by avow- 
ing before God and man, that you have, human frailty 
excepted, done the htfl you could do; and that ac- 
cordingly at the end of 10 years you bad 150 or 160 
children living. Would the pariflnonirt who pay their 
money, complain to parliament, or the quarter feffions^ 
that you had run them tip to the expence of 1 137/. lo/* 
for keeping fo many children alive to the tentb^ who be- 
fore ufed to die within the firfl or fecond year ? 

The two great obje£b are the coft, and the manage- 
ment i one will naturally follow the other, for if a good 
price is paid, good fervice will be naturally fought for 
and expected s and if good fervice is done, it muft be 
paid for. 

It may be fairly prefumed that one third, if not one 
half of the genuine dependants on parifh rates within 
the bills of mortality, and nearly over the whole king- 
dom, are of the clafs of mankind under (even years of 
age : I fay genuine dependants, becaufe too many fubfift 
by thefe rates for whom labor fiiould be provided, that 
they may furmjh themfehes with bread. If we mean to 
preferve the infant poor, we can hardly appropriate to 
their fervice a lefs fum than one quarter^ if not one tbird 
part of the parifh rates, and particularly within the bilb 
bf mortality, vis. of the 120,000/. be it more or lefs» 
levied annually therein. I mean that it will amoiiBt 
to one f$urtb or one tbird part, if the children of the 
firft year arrive at ten years of age, in the manner com- 
puted^ 
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puted, fa as to enable the Hofpital^ or the Parljh if it 
preferves them^ to begin to uflier them into the world* 

It is an ardupus, tafk to enter into all the recefles of 
mifery, or adapt every means proper to the relief of it. 
What a curious account it would make, were it exadlly 
ftated b^m mmh^ or rather how little^ has been expended on 
eaqh life, ypQn infants born in the workhoufes^or in 
parifli houfes, or brought into them, under 2 years old : 
hpw many ][iave been reared from infancy : what hath 
been expended on fuch children till placed out, &c« 
This might open the fcene ftill wider, and ihew what 
little attention has been paid to the growing generation 
of laboring poor^ dependant on the public, in this feat 
of opulency. 

Upon examining the regifters, how fbort a time the 
jdead were alive ^ how many were in the hands of the 
mothers ; how }ong thefe were in the workhoufe ; and 
for how few any pay whatfoever has been given for 
nurfrng, it doth not appear to me that the whole charge 
in 1765 (notwithftanding a few parilhes have done their 
duty) comes. to joool. on 1795 children under four 
years of age, though the year 1765 comprehends alfo 
the remains of 1762, 1763, and 1764. 
. There is a fum of 1061 1. 19 s. 6d, received with 
1^2 illegitimate children, which amounts to near 7/. 
which is fo inadequate as not to be equal to a fingle year's 
^xpence : and how much of this has been appropriated 
to the prefervation of infants, is a farther queftion. 

An obligation to pay 5 or lol. for a lawlefs amour^ 

will not rcftrain the libertine part, even of the lower 

4 ' ' claffes 
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In a farther view oJF the number of thefc childrcH 
who were under 12 months old, whereby.^ Sonifk* the 
more juft idea of the mortality, we are to examine how 
fhort a time children live in the workfaoufes,. and out of 
them. The Binrtgy uftdef this *ager, njipear as it were with 
ii^rkvhuliMg Jhetts in thtit hands. -\ 

Of 995 under i2 months old, t find the account 
ftandi.dua::. •. ^- l . ^ -:. ■ ^'-^ ''^: 

'■ : per teat ted«h\. . -•••■■» 

Under 3 months ofd — •. ("241 — ^24^ 

6 Dittos — — 80 — •: ?i . ...M> 



9 Dittos — — 
12 Dittos — — 



t 



^•v. 



80— ;?i. 

50 -. 5 ' .;■::; 

L 41 — 4 

Dead — — 412 4Xi 
Delivered and difcharged 
to fathers, mothers, and 
friends -i- ^-. — .256 — af^J' * " ' 
icnt^into the country to- 

nurfe '— ' — — 141 — 14 
Alive in town ^ ^/^;r^tfrj 
yfandl^g — . -. _ 186 — iSl. 

I. ? •"- " "• ''■■; ./ \\ 

995 

Thlis we fee the different rites per cent; at'tfiefe'luf. [.\ 
\ ferent-ages and diftinftions;. what' proportions i^re ^ 
.1 difcharged ^aiid what fent into the country. The l^ttcf ' - 
being 6nly 14 in too, .on thefc of 12 months and under, c i 
is one of the great evils complained of. We alfo fee 
that there were living in town but 18' J per cent, on the 
whole number j^ceived of thefe ages in the couffe of 6tii 
year, .•,>../■ *". _-• -i^. ■^■• 

The 
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ne D'efign of a regular and confident Plan rf nurjtng the Chil- 
dren 0/ the Poor in theje Ctttes. 

LETTER XLVIII. 

TO redeem the reputation of parifli offices, and 
give nurfes an impreffion of a real intention to pre* 
ferve children, it was hoped, the column in the rcr 
giftcr, *' BotmtUs paid t$ nurfes as an encouragement to take 
all pojftble care of the children ^^ would have produced fome 
cffe<a. It w^s intended to be of the nature of a pyre- 
mium, that nurfes flight fuppofe you meant that chil- 
dren fliould live^ and not that they (hould die. This 
would indeed make it their inter eji to preferve them, ^ 
you think it is, efpecially if a wognan ftould not only 
lofe her premium^ buf alfo her wages for nurfing any 
other child, after two or three children had died in her 
hands. If, under fuch circumftances, good pay wa^ given, 
to women of good fame, living in proper places, wc 
|hould foon fee a new fcene. But ftill I adhere to the 
opinion of the neceffity of country nurfing. 

I would add moreover that a nurfe Jhould be accountable for 
the child's clothes^ that no motive of interejl might arife from 
hence for the child to die. How far this circumftancc may 
have operated, I cannot fay j but it was a wife regula- 
tion of the Hofpital to make the nurfes accountable ^^ 
for the clothes, wej:e it only for this reafon. 

If more money is required than is at prefent expended, 
and no part of the prcfent pariflv rates faved, one of thefc - 

thing! 
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tbijigs mufi follow, either an additional afkf&acnt nui$ 
be made ; adults, who can work, muft be put an fnorter 
allowance, and obliged more generally to labor ^ or both 
of thefe things mud: be done*. ^ i :J « 

I mean to reafon upon principles of <$hc ftri<^eit lequi- 
ty^ and therefore think, i( ought to .^.m^turelj c^^^ 
i/ued what pariibes may be uniti^d* jvs^ich refpc<^,to, x^^ 
fooTy- fo as to take off the weight w^vere iC ^^^J9^f;^ 
kofne, if any fuch parifliet there ase^. 41W pUce icju^re 

il £^Z/7» . -^ 

If due care wts taken, I alfo make ao doubt but .(b^ 
maxy parents who now retain infants for fear they Jboiddperijby 
MS in a flaugbtirhoufe^ woidd then fart with them 7 and^ iii^ 
experience proves that they die in their hands l^ penury^ 
it it not right that fuch ibould part with the» i I#«bere 
wai a proper enquiry made, with due exotion-'cf {M^ 
fochial authority, and a humane expenditure of the nc^ 
cefiary fuoity the whole truth would tppear:; die tfUN^ 
tality would iecreaft fenfibly } the haftifim would ^fs*' 
iTiafg'y the poor wculd have le& horror on tbetr ttiad* 
in regard to the Common effe£b of wedlock, - and cOAf^ 
fequently they would more generally marry. -' • - 

• I compute on afoir experimenul trya). Yoo can tell -ar 
what a fmall expence the bnjinefs mof be jd^se^ up(m COft^* 
ditioA that the children in queftion drop off, widi livct 
•f ^o or 40 days :— buty^r God's Jaia^ Sir^ tet be not 
JO on any longer at this deadly rate* -' - • • 

I am, yours, &e. J. H*- 



Jiates 
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MMiif'Jttpnulhf.iM.tbeParifiKSt uiubr Niafis and Muhfrty lit 

' t E; T t fi.R . XLIX. 

.•• • •-■.7 ■:i .. ' ' ■ .-•=... 

AS feveral difficulti^ natf %ti^ upon ths face of the 
KgitiNnb:Stfaiph.mft)r perplex tbe curfo^ 
before I conclude^ I think it neceiTary to mentkm (octi 
particulars as appear lo be material. 

In the general ticw oftKfe abftraA of 1765, it ma/ 
be obferved, that there weU nurfed in wdrkhoufes and 
farijh houfes^ and dead, viz. \ 

dead; per cent* 
By mothers -** *— — 613 - 250 r 40^ 
By nurfes — — — — H38- 336 - 2^J. 

This doth not turn againji mothers beiog, trviftcd with 
their own children, nor fir other perfons nurfing^them 9 
470 of the above were ^^;&tfr|^/J, which much encreafes thd* 
rate of mortality on the remainder^ But the 40^ per cent, 
from the birth and under 12 months old^ is a fmaller 
number then 29^ per cent., of i to 4 years. The com- 
mon rate by the bills of mortality is 49^ per cent, undet 
2 years^ and but ii|. between 2 and 5; confequcntly 
we muft conclude, that the mothers fucUing their own 
infants, and only 40^ per cent, dykig u»nder i2.niQntha 
old, is fo nuich in favor of thefe mothers^ not qgi^ifj/i them% 
Yet if they bury 40^ per oent. in a workhoufe in (a 
fhort a time, it may be deemed fuch a proof ag^iofl work* 
houfes as corroborates the do^^rine of the pernicious 
eiFeds of them to infants ; and teach us to (bun fuch 
places as much as poffible. 

Dd In 
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In a farther view oif the number of thcfc childreR 
who were under 12 months old, whereby. tQ ibrm the 
more juft idea of the mortality, we are to examine how 
{hort a time children live in the workhoufes, and out of 
them. The tiinng^ undefthis age', ajipear as it were with 
thtir kvifuUng ft)eets in their hands. \ 

Of 995 under 12 months old, I find the account 
ftandsdms:: ^ i : ' 

241 — j24i . , . ,, 



Under 3 months old — 

6 Dittos — — 

9 Dittos — — 

12 Dittos — — 



50 — : 5 
L 41 — 4 



•■.i.l- 



4 



Dead — — 412 41;. 
Delivcred and difcharged 
to fathers, mothers, and 
friends — — . — 256 — ^sl' * ' 
5cnt- into the country to '■ . •- • 

nurfe '— ' — — 141 — 14 
Alive in town ^ ^/»;r^jri 
■: y!an(l!rig — — _ 186 — |8j 

995 ■■ ' 

Th\is we fee the different rates per cent at'th'e(e'ilif- I 
; ferent^ages and diftinaions;. what proportions Wert 
,j difcharged aid what fent into the country. The latter ' 
being btily 14 in IQO, .on thefe of 12 months and under, ' 
is one of the great evils complafiied of. We alfo fee 
that there were living in town but \Sl per cent, on the 
whole number ifeceived of thefe ages in the courfe of cnt 
year. ......••..■.•'■ 

The 
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From X 
to 3* 
years old 



Ot . whl'in 1 
norfcd in I 
workbeufes iDead. 
prooc liik^i 
CO bf fciic 
dfewhere. 



24 



IZ- 



10 



Days 
medijum 
of life. 



3^ 



Nurfcd 



bynurfetDcad; «n the 
m town. . /country. 



Nurfed 






^ Here wc-fcb^'6f 24 of-l to 34 years old, tj y 
Burfcd i<l'.*the^t*n(5frltil6uftF,«ef Whom are dead 10,' 
or ''per «nt-^'*-^'^ *^ • — — — -^ -^ 

Theie did not live upon a medium above 32 
days^ aae exapi tdy who r ea che d 4 months -and 6 ' ' 
days : a^j ^-tfae 7 furvivih^^ a>kld nbt j>H<i a i ^ 
mon<h iH.thefh6ufe.\ - — - - ^ 5 

B]^ tfe^ force of i j. or itr. W, ;a vlre^ ihr fhe ' - 
Hurfek hakdsjXewt *q$i inrniji th^re^ip 4batd Ibut I lii 4 

In^regiurd fo tl^ichiMren>t>f.thi9;pal(iA oiMfr l • 
tmhi month Hktrisf' 9C poor infants 78 are rtiirfed 
in tht..iD^iie«/V and -of tWdfe are dead ^^4, or 
per cent. tt^. -^ — ^ — ' ' k.^- J2 
and they liv6d upon a i^edium 24,iday$- ailkl 8 
hours^ with the fjxccptji^n of on^^ who" lived 9 • 
months 11 days, . V \ , . 

At the fame tin^c^ where tlveije is the ixp^e "> 
of 2J. 2f. 6i, or 3 Jr^ a week fgr nurfirig, there are '■ 

dead upon 9, only i, which i$ per ccirt. ^^^ . i^. n^- 
if the above account be true^ thefe are fortunate nurfis^ - 

Of (ihildrea received m 1765 in th^ pai5fh ofSt, Giks [ 
inthi Fields^ ^n'o St. George Bbom/hury, from Hit birth to '•■ 
tht fiurth':yk2Lt ol life, the medium o^ the livw of^tbofc ! 
thlit ilii,.-is.' 4^bout 40 days^AAd e^en rtothers who ; 

':-'-■ - venture 
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' 65 were of I to" 4 yiears old, of whom 45 re* . "' 

;riairicJ ilivc, or per cent. — — — *j^ 

iicre the diJFTerence is fo apparently itt favor 6f the 

country, as to admit of no comparifo^, and (hewstbe 

neceffity of a compulfiye bw to ^dopf and puxfae tb^ 

... /I . . . ' ^ 

plan. 

' The fuperior mortality of fopie parishes comparal^ 
with others, muft chiefly depend on iVt good or Vad 
Choice of the places, and quality of the nurfes to -#hbn|i 
childfren are fent, and the price paid. 

'Many of ^he villages near 'tQwn,'as Xambietb, Bati 
jterfea, Chelfea, Iflington, Bow, and fuch like, htrf! 
,calle<l tbi country, refemble thefe cities fo much in the 
^ir, clofe rooms, and manners of the people, -mir 
in' the women's knowledge of the ortlihaly dl^ny 
pf poor parifli infants, tha( we cannot build on the 
foundation of fuch country nurAngj but'it ftill ptoves;^ 
bieyond all the power of oratory, what plari oUgfit (0 be 
purfued ; and no mathematical'demonftration can be mort' 
convincing to teftify the peceffity of'fendinjg them into 
good hands in fweet air, if we mean to prevent thi$ 
carnage of our fpecies. 

It IS moft evident from the con4u£l of Tqch parifhe$^ 
fi are attentive to their iiifapt poor, upon the comna- 
rifon With others, that the eyil arifes cither from ig- 
j[iorance or falfe parfimony : it is becaufe the moil 
common computed expence is n$i allowed, that fuch 
ft number of children are loft to the commu|Yity. 
, Tbtt^deeper we examine^ the more we find what may 
bf done by the proper encQUfagcqdeift. of 4iir(e$ in pro- 
5 f«f 
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per places, St-lVUrtin's in the FicUs you fee pays ^$. 
syweek, cxclufivre of cloathing, and has the, command 
qf^fo^r xcpMtaJ^jQ.WPJCQen in the ipoft healthy villages. 
Xjkis wa3 the, i>^ice ^widori^jin^dly by the Foundling 
^(pitaly whefl.f 1^1^.. half their children were reiired. 
This is deemed a low price in common Hfe. ' This a|^ 
{f^jto..hait9.^?<^^ the computation for infants in 16S09 
w^m.mon^y ^yfULs^conTiderably of lefs valii^ than tit 
prefect, fjowlife 9ame to he chedpfned awiLy m it Uf 
in the perfons of thefe poor infants, is very hard to 
fay.; Tl^if. jjpwevj^r we may pronounce, that humanity 
^i^ztiaml fru^ef^e require that 3 s* (hould be paid. 

,,I,find 3t^e d^^ths of cWldren from fix to ten years, old,. 
he^qngix^.to^the prp^jan hofpital, is nearly per cent, 3^ 

.;Xlic.comnfon. bills of ipottality of thefe a^es is 24, 

, jChrift jSofpital children from feven to fourteen, is no)t 
per ,ce;i^t.:pejr 4anum quite — — —- i 

^-A^ to. infant^ in workhpufes, there are fo few virho 
live tp. be J^^«, that. I know not what the rate is. 

, In phrift Hofpital, I prefume the children have gene*^ 
rrfly had the fmall-pox before they are brought thither j^ 
but the ample revenues which furnifli the means of a' 
IVopcr fuppprt of thpfe yQuQg^^erfops, as well as the 
excellent order and good management pf that valuable 
arvl ufeful chriftian inftitution, contribute to render the 

p^pffality foy^ry^jjowj ^. _ 

-f.. . ,. .,...,. ;- . ' I am, yours, jScc. jf. JHt.' * 

-•• q ..* I'JiUj:^ "iC-'r;:.::;:^,,^. •? • •.;,;- ..: v,- s*-^; •; 
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Further Remarks om the Rate of Uorteditf. 

•'• ■ " L E T T E-R/L. " * ' . J 

IN my laft I mentioned the 9915 dhildrea under la 
months;; and I find in t^e genemj ^bftraA of (765^ 
ibe children paft 12 months old, are 800 i the account 
pf whom ftands thus ; 



Age. 



liyear 

2 years 

3 years 

4 years 



Number. 



f 

264 



800 



Denver* 
ed. 



is 



Dead. 



7* 
22 



181 



R^aiA< 



Dead I 



{4f S 



'•.' •'•T 



per 
ccpt. on 
8oo. 



•8- 
1% 



jL^i_, 



If we take it on the 415, it is near twice 22f. 
In the joint parifli of St. Andrew above Bars ancl* 
St. George the Martyr, the'pri^e' of ^j. is paid for 
nurfing 33 children, but feveral are reduted to tsS 
per week^. though under 4 years old, which is mdn- 
itroufly abfurd^ The abftraA of this accbitnt, being" 
of JI4 children, Elands thus : * • ^ 'O 



Is 


Ta 

■si 
i 1 


1 
64 




si 

1 


la 

9 


1 
1 

it 

1 


1 


ii 


-s , 

§ 



2 


.96 


I- 78. 


( H'r 


II 


6 



From 



1 
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From 
to 3* 
years old 



24 



Ot . wht'in 1 
norfcd in I 
workheufes iDeadi 
or not a^eat^; 
CO bf fciic 
dfewhere. 



17 ^ 



10 



Days 
medijum 
of life. 



32 



Nurfcd * Nurfed 

bynurfet Dead; «n the 
in town. . /country. 



I — 



{ 



w 



* Here we-fcb* 6f 2^ of l fo 34 years old, 17 
nurfed ill'.- thr^rdrkhbufe,-' ef Whom are ctead 10, 
0T 'per wnt-^**— '^ *— — — — ^^ — i 

Thc(c did not live upon a medium above 32 
days^ tfs^ exapHd^ who reached 4 months -and 6 ^^ 
days ; a^j ^^tfae 7 furviving^ a ^kld ndt li^li ^ ^ . 
mon^h iHithehouife. - - - - • . ' 

Bjf tBe'fofcc of 2J. or ^5. M, ;ai vlre^ iH' fhe ' • 
Hurfei hakdsyXevm ifn /ncwi, - th^re ; is 4btd*lbu% I lii 4 

In^regurd fo th&}qhi)dren-H>f this.palJA DiMfr ^ 
nw/vr mw»/fc i/rf .• "of ~ 9^ poor infants 78 are nurfed 
in thic.iDa^i&iM</#y and of time arc dead ^4, or 
per cent. — -^ — i — ' ' \-^ 

and they lived upon a q^edium 24 days 'ailkl 8 
hours, with the ^xceptjion of oney who lived 9 
months II days« .. / ,_ 

At the fame tin^c, where tKefc. is the ^ence 
of 2 J. 2i. 6i, or 3Jr a week fgr nurfirig, there are 
dead upon 9, only i, which i$ per ceiOt. ^^^ *^ 
if the above account be true^ thefe are fortunate nurfis^ - 

Of children received in 1765 in the pafifh ofSt, Giks 

in tin Fields J ^n^l St. Georgt Bhom/hury, from Hit tirth to 

•■■ • » . ' ■ • ' . 

t\it fourth: yk^X, of life, the medium of the livw of tbofc 

that dii,.-is.\about 40 days— Anrf civen mothers who 

'■■■'-•■■ - venture 



S2 



111 



iji 
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f cnttirc to keepi children at tbf ir owaVreaft, have but 

a bai cWioe pf prcfcrving thtflu^***! have traced Aa. 

ranaina of 1765 to the end pf 1766, and I find as foU 

lows: 

BoTA and recai'vcd in 1765 — — — -^ 133 

Of whom iSfcheirgfd in 1765 after a refideme- ^ 

undeipthtjo^Q^ry of ahoutattantb — - 54? 
Ditto in 1766 >ir- — --. . — I — *— % 

— 62 

Remaia ^^ "^ '^ "^ * ^'•^ ' •*• 7* 
Dmi/ io 1765 aA^r a life pf about artnootfe 59 
D«irf in 1766 -i— — — — -p, if. . ; i^ 
Living in tfeewofkbottfo 1111766 •— ••^ 6 
In tbo ivodien hai)ds> for which iht ia paid. 
\u td. per week •^ •^^ •^ *«i ••*..- ^ 

and thefe 6 children living being 8^ pef ccat, on ^Qn 
were received paft the dangerous part of life, vis. x was 
of 2 ycarsi 7 months old, i of 2 years, i of ^ year, i of 
8 montha, i of 6 months : and one was barn ii» 1765^ 
and alive the end of 1766 ! This fortunati child being 
named M^ Floody makes me think of the Antedilu- 
vians: flie feems either to haye been a great (avoril^ 
in the workhoufe, or to enjoy a ftamina beyond oosa-^ 
moa mortals fince the deluge. 

In rctrofpe^ting the regifter of the fame pariih of 
1762, I find the number in that year was 94, of whom 
45 were of the following ages, viz. of i year old 1 1, 
of 2 years 15, of 3 years 19, in all 45, being fowe time 
2Sttx the dangerous part of lift 'y and thefe are difpofed of 

as follows; 

DiP 
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IMfcharged.- Dead. Remftlii«:'> 

In^ 176a 13 14 * 18. ^ 

1763 3 7 .8^,^^ 

1764 not transferred as over age. 6 ,».,. 
.. 1765 alive. 2..>r 

fo that, as far as 34>pears, here are only 2 children alive;:; 

in the haiids of the officers, aod 6 that we kno^ 410'' 

thing of* -• » * . V 

In regard to thofe under 12 months old of 1762, being 

49, they are jounder 2 months old, 16 under 5 mpot^ 

and 3 ui}def i!i..monith8 ; it *can hardly be imag^j^ 

that thefe^have better fortune, on the contrary we ft«. : 

DMd. Diichiarged* Alivu 
In 1762 23 17 g 

^763 5 I 3 

• - 1764 — ~ ~ 

1765 2 — I - 

fo that, in this account we find alive in the offiun bandt 
only one child from 1762 to 1765. 

The fame appears of feveral parilhes, with regard t^ 
near their whole number of children, thofe which arc 
ovet age for the regifters, being- dropt: whence it is 
tuident that to invejiigate the ohje£i fuUyy the regifters Jhould 
ii continued, on till tbo child is placed out* ^ 



E e Parifhes 
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Pariflies. 



St. Botolph Aldgatc, Midd, 
St. Botolph without Aldg 
St. Ann Middlefex - - 
St. Leonard Shoreditch - 
St. John Wapping - - 
St. Saviour Southwark - 
St. Giles without Crippleg 
St. Dunftan Stepney 
Saffron Hill St. Andrew - 
Chrift Church Spitalfields 
St. George Martyr Southw. 






pq 4j 




'*' 




K O . 


^ 


" *- -t3 


u 


"3 ^'B 


bA 


> ^ » 


■^ 


r o ^ 


jz 


^ ra 


.u 


^ rt i> 


a 


6 


1 


8 


!5 


7 


5 


i8 


I 


• 7 


51 


10 


3 


J5 


5 


6 


3 


12 


7 


i6 


2 


9 


IC 


"4 


5* 





4# 


2 : 

■3 J, 


l.i 


■3 


CJ 




nj 


^ 




u. rs' 


tJ 


CQ 


;-i- ^o 


f 


Q 


y 








^ 


T7 






,0 


L^ 


^ 


II 




— 





13 




— ' 





2 




2 


— 


5 




22 


— 


2 




•_ 


5 


'? 




I 




6 




9 


! 


3 






1 


fO| 


4 


! — 


IC 




10 


— 


12 




2 


^ 







■^ 


*— 


86 




so 


6 



Here we fee of 1 94 children 1 14 of r to 4 years old ; and 
80 (all received in 1762) under 12 months old, which could 
not poflibly be 4 years old in the beginning of 1765; 
but the only ones of the whole living, to be transferred 
to 1765, are 5 belonging to St. John Wapping, and i to 
St. Dunftan Stepney. I fend you thefe few as a fped- 
men, taken as they come to hand. 

As to the 50 children not transferred, as being over 
age, we know nothing further of them : about 25 were 
near 2 years, and 25 about 3 years old, wheii they were 
firft entered upon the regifter, and confequently very 
few, if any of them, fhould be dead at this time; but 
what their fortune really is, I cannot tell you. 

I am yours, &c. J. H. 



M 
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Jbk Account of Jhveral Parts of this Kingdom , nvhich have been 
found to be the leafly and others the moji fortunate in the Pre* 
fervation of Infant s^ fent to nurfe by the HofpiiaL 

LETT E R LL] 

THE fubjeit. before us is fo important, produces 
fo vaft a variety of different views, and furnifhes 
fuch flrong fouhdations whereon to build the moft fub- 
ftantial reafonings, it is difficult to find where to fix 
a period — I have before had occafion to mention that 
the villages of Lambeth, Chelfca and Batterfca, do not 
appear to be eligible to fend infj^nts to nurfe, more than 
Iflington on the north fide of thefe cities. So far is appa- 
rent from the regijiers^ granting thefe places to be far 
'preferable to workhoufes. 

Upon a critical infpe£lion, I find the following places 
have proved the moft mortal to the children-^f the Hof^ 
pital'y tho' it muft be remembered that the Governors 
chofe the neareft places for the weakeft children when 
there was time to. make diftinftions, and not the beft 
nurfes, which could be wiflied for, to be procured in fuch 
iteighbcfrhoods. In regard to the following nurferics, 
being all of children of the fame ages received and fent 
out in" the courfe of about 5 years, by the Hofpital, 
the fafl: ftands thus : 

E c 2 County. 
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County. 

Kent. 
Middlefex. 



Surry. 



Nurfery. 

Charlton. 
Edmonton (a). 
Kenfmgton. 
Knightsbridge. 
Stoke Newington 
Bow. 
Finchly. 
Camberwell. 



Number of 


Number 


Dead 


children 


dead. 


per 


Tent. 




cent. 
674 


1 08 


73 


157 


136 


86| 


72 


5« 


Soi 


30 


25 


83 


24 


18 


75 


ISO 


130 


8H 


77 


59 


764 


74 


60 


81 


692 


559 



Hence it appears that out of 692 children Cent to the 
above places, in the courfe of five years, 559 died, 
which is per cent, on a medium — — - 80J 
The next greateft mortality is in capital towns, or 
, in the neighborhood of them, tho* far fhort of the vil- 
lages about London, viz. 



Nurferies in 
towns. 

Newbury. 

Reading. 

St. Albans. 

Barnet. 

Darking. 

Farnham. 


Number of 

children 

fcnt. 


Number 
dead. 


Dead 

per 

cent. 


308 

105 
204 
493 
325 


55 

104 

315 

177 

- ■ . 
917 


58 

59 
5^ 
51 
64 

544 


; 1582" 





I 



Which upon the whole is per. cent, but — ^^ et 
Happy it was, in fuch a multitude of children, to find 

fucb 

, (a) 6u Brides preferved her cbildren. in 1765 at Edmontoa' 
but it muft be noted that they were chiefly of a to 4 year* pf age. 
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fucj^ nurfcriw and perfons who would take care of b 
imany as were crowded on the hofpital. 
! The next degree of mortality was where children 
•have been fent to confiderable diftances, viz. Of 390 
jconveycd into StafFordfhire, under the moft rcfpeclable 
•perfons as infpeftors, 196 only haye died in about 5 
.years, which is per cent. — — — — — 50:J: 
The places where the leq/i mortality of the hofpital 
children has prevailed is in fmall villages about 40 miles 
round London, viz. 



County. 

Bedford - 
Berks - 



Bucks 
Effex 



Hants 
Herts - 

Kent. - 



Surry 



Nurfcry. 

Luton - - 
Barkham - - 
Midgham - - 
Swallowfield - 
Langley - - 
Brentwood - ■ 
Hempftead - ■ 
Shelly . - - 
Odeham - - 
Lilly - - - ] 
Hitchin - - j 
Barham - - 
Leybourn - ■ 
Weft Peckham 
Cobham - - 
Guilford . - 
Rygate - - - 
Leatherhead - 



Number of 


Number 


Dead 


children 


dead. 


p*t 


fent. 




cent. 


84 


34 


4<4 


32 


13 


4C^ 


84 


33 


40 


95 


42 


44 


54 


26 


48 


170 


84 


49i 


III 


44 


40 


83 


27 


32t 


103 


41 


40 


126 


45 


3Si 


92 • 


36 


40 


46 
63 


11 


50 
41 


100 


4t 


41 


180 


95 


52| 


74 


28 


37i 


134 


44 


2H 


1631 


682 





682 on 1631, is per cent — — — 1— 41 

After making fome enquiry among my friends and 

correfpondents in the country j one may judge how the 

general mortality of children under 5 years of age, m the 

* king- 
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lingdom bears to the baptifms, and the fonowing v> 
count will aiFord you fome fatisfa^^ion on this head. 



Time indu- 
five. 



1756101765 
11754101765 
1761 to 1765 
*i755toi765 
175610 1765 
1760101765 

ii 744 to 1 749 
1746101765 

1756101765 
1750101760 
1751101765 

10 years. 
'i756tO'i765 
176110-1765 
1756101765 
1756101766 

1763101765 
1766 in 9mon« 



Pla^e, 



Hitchin - 
Newbury 
Sc, Albans - - 
Hatfield - 
Cokheiler 
Giiilibrd < 
Spcen - 
Swakcly - 
Chertfey - 
Monk Shcrburn 
Barfield - 
fthdly . - 
Darking - 
Dilfoon (at) 
AbOiarc - 
FrantnearTuB- 
bridge - - 
Hanworth {S) 
Woodford - 





^ ' 


tA 


E 


i 


L' ' 


1^ 


I 


1 


0* 


:s 


£1^ 

E 




s 


fi »j 


^;3 


s 


•s 


I'' 






s, ■= 


^ 


6g3 


68 ao4 


^0 


781 


6S 


^gg 


»7 


197 


33 


5S 


10 


35- 


3» 


iGi 


10; 


261 


26 


90 


9, 


104 


«7 


5i 


S 


, zyo 


38 


67 


M 


125 


6 


30 


: 2 


798 


So 


'74 


17I 


106 


10 


3^ 


2; 


3^^ 


21 


5^ 


4 


21 


a 


2 


■^^ 


619 


61 


us 


12! 


150 


30 


48 


10 


198 


'9 


^2 


2 


111 


10 


21 


2 


£0 


S 


5 


I 


24 


1 


8 


— 


S°9S 




^?g6 





II 



70 

7>l 
69f 

%l 
69I 

76 

^01 

/*** 

S6 

841- 
91' 

80 

70 
88| 



75 

66| 



1296 burials on 5095 chriftenings, are on a medium^ 



per cent, dead 
Confcquently Kving per cent. — — — 
Whereas wc find in the bills of mortality in 1765, 
9948 burials, of the 5th year, on 16374 chriften- 
jngs, which is per cent. — _ • — 
Confcquently living per cent.. only — i-— 



35t 
74 



6ol| 
And 



'(*) In 1763 ii dyed of the Small-Pox, whereas the ufual 
d<ath$ by this diftemjter it but 6. 

(i> 2 more vrei-e buried^ but they were feot from LoBdoi»> 
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Artd the difference between 74^ and ^^i 5s -— 35 J 
Whence it follows, that if we mean to preferve the 
growing generation , of working poor, we muft fend 
them, whenever we can do it without violence on the 
rights pf .parents, tci places where they have fb mucfc a 
fairer chafic^ of life*. Some are the children of the pubiic^ 
and fome parents may be eafily perfuadedl that it is better 
their children Should live than die; and tho' it cannot 'be 
exppapd the children removed from place to place, <lan 
live in the fame proportion as others, native to the fpot,. 
moft probably in the mothers hands, yet we fee by the 
account of tjie Hofpital^ that in fpite of thb migrations 
of thcfe poor infants, wholefome places will preferve 
alive 74-1 per cent, to 5 years old, inftead of 39^ per 
cent, on the pommon bill^ of mortality, 

Ilpon the xvhde number in the hiJis, 24 die 'to 16 bom : 
and the evil is^iot much lefs in other great towns where 
no remedy is foujght for. I prefume thciie are many 
more people married al Newcaftle, in proportion to the 
nuniber of inhabitants, than in London, but from liv- 
ing mare dole, and in no lefs fulphurious fmell of 
coals, their infants die in greater* proportions, and con- 
fequently the tt/A^/f wttw^^r looks formidable* 
In Newcaftle in 1763 to. 1765 inclufive, chriftcned 220^ 
Buried 2205, with the addition of 350 per ann. 
• reckoned to be buried on the ballaft hills,: ice. 3255 
Confequently there are more burials than bifths io^^j 
which brings it near equal to thefe cities of 2 born and 
and 3 buried. In places lefs populpus, partaking more 
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flnat^rna) tendernefS) though und^ the ]gripc of povoity, 
we fee* the nobleftptrt'of :the crieation preferved its ap- 
pointed -(1016 f- whilft tbepariih. offieisrs in tbcfe ckies 
commatidtflg the purfc^ of ld)e meft -inrtpiAy pArt of 
there kingdoinsy yet alar, whHft I am writing, ItectWt 
frcfti indubitable tefilmony, ymr^i&'iilr as it may^kppear, 
that of yifflr/ ibaufonds of f'arijb h^tmts^ bom and rcceivei 
under 12 months old, fnta aU the principal pariffaies, 
ileven children only have funrivcd- to te -prentked out, 
in a certain tin>e : and of thofc of 3 years oH^' when 
taken in, wjt thirty lived to be placed out;- choft^wbo 
furvivcd are from 6 to 13 when taken in. Such aretiic 
eftbdls of filji f»rfimcnyj and want of y«j/?/r^, joined tp the 
mothers departing from the paths of nature, and the 
vices which prevail here : but ftill we may judge,' by 
what has been done at th^ Orphan Hofpital, what may 
be done hereafter for the pariflics. In the mean t5me, it 
is much for th& honor of the Reverend Mr. CholweU^ ytha 
has had thecarc of Stevenage for many years, that the people 
are all nearly of c|ie mind about religious worlhip. 

I am yours, &c. J. H, 

Some Heads of a La^jjfcr the bmer Prefervtaion of the Infant PooTf 

LETTER UL 

/TpHE importance of ^he vitality of men, and the 
-»• carnage which bath followed by. the negleft of 
thi» c}afg of infants, is a very intercfting confidera- 
rion. No policy c^n warrant inhumanity ; on the con- 
trary, you may difcovev, that every infant preferved, and 
froftrfy eduirated, i% (0 far fecurcfl from jpcnury, ftndfq 
5 much 



f" 



.perCansoKU^riq^^ not oa the gaint fox it is but. 99; 

bat 98 marriages, which ' reckoned on the 42O' ". 

l)orn,'.i<,(iier o^nt, .^.^■. .—. ..*-^. ^ -r^ — 23 

Th^ ifttttfre^e . of piarriages, from 1744 to 1766, is 
imputed ttiitfe goq^ effefls of the marriage. afi; for 
where* people a^ii? yWtr/|^ inclined, it certainly operates 
happily by youi^ wbmen being giveii to young: men, 
who ttiilvt^ke care of ihem for life, and not. merely 
for th^ diaitns of a red^'coat: or a brown one; and a$ 
it is ^ofomnable^ to our antieot laws, it is. a proper 
guard *pf 'pacental authority, on Which the well-being of 
a ftatc|depends* i 

Sietfinage ^oth not enjoy any particular advantage of 
ibif,= an", .or watery add as it is a grc^t thoroughfare to 
the nolth', the inhabitants cannot be fuppqfed more pure 
andfmi^ia their lives, moite cJea^ily, tender^ fober, or' 
induftrious in their manners, than the neighboring vil- 
lages \ and nioft of the women drink Ua^ tho' they pro-- 
bably fuffer for want of necejfaries. They confift of low 
mechanics, artifans, ancl three In four are laborers, wltl^ 
a h7r princi[ial farmers. The food of the poor is good breads 
cheefe, peafe, and turnips in winter, with a little pork 
or othef meat, when they can afford it : but from the ' 
high price of meat, it has no!t lately l)een within thdtv 
reach. As to milk, they have hardly fufficient for thejr 
ufe. The women arc employed in fpinnihg wool, l^ay- 
mafcing, weeding corn, picking ftones in the fields for 
the turnpike-roads, waftifng, and fuch laborious office^ 
— and they fuckle dVeir own children. 

Almighty and thhjl mfciful Father of mankind^ x^ihat h 

man thatihdu hajfjuch reffeEfunH *«7i j^— By the force oi 

' ■ '" F f 2 mater- 



Hiat^rna) tendernefs) though iind^ the gripe of povorty, 
we fee' the nobleftptrt^of rthe crieatioii prefervtd its ap- 
pointed -(icna ) wbilft tbe-pariih. ofltd^rt in tbefe ckies 
eommatiding the purfc^ of ld)e nf6lt''ifttiiAf pHit of 
thefe kingdomsy yet ala^, whHft I am Writing, Itecette 
frcfti indubitable tefiimony, incniRbk as it may apfiear, 
that of yifflr/ tboujonds of farijb h^tmts^ bom and receive! 
under 12 months old, fnta aU the principal pariflies, 
ileven children only have furvivcd to te '-ptenticed oitf, 
in a certain ^wnt : and of chofe of 3 years cid,- when 
taken in, mrt thirty lived to be placed out;- tiioAl,wbo 
furvivcd are from 6 to 13 when taken in. Such aretiic 
eftbifts of falfi fwrfimeny^ and want of y«j/?iV^, joined tp the 
mothers departing from the paths of nature, ami the 
vices which prevail here: but ftill we may judge, by 
what has been done at thp Orphan Hofpital, what may 
be done hereafter for the pariflics. In the mean timcj it 
is much for thfe l>onor of the Reverend Mr. Chohvett^ vho 
has had the care oi Stevenage for many years, that the people 
are all nearly of c|ip mind about religious worfliip. 

I am yours, &c. J. H, 

8me Heads of a La^uifbr the better Treferaation of the Infant PooVf 

LETTER UL 

THE importance of the vitality of men, and the 
carnage which bath followed by. the negleft of 
this c}afg of infants, is a very intercfting confidera- 
rion. No policy c^n warraiu inhumanity ; on the con- 
trary, you may difcovev, that every iiifaiit preferved^ and 
proftrly edu^atod, ts ff^ for /«ciirc4 from jpcniuy, indfq 
5 . much 
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miftcfa the |npre^ valuable to the community. And in 
4;«ifes whea^^ ya^ents are jreally diftiteiTed, if a provifi<m 
.iipir ^e .<;iul4 be;9Ui4e) tl)^/ will be the more enabled to 
\^Qx\;..f(xt:thc»iklv^^ and con/equently the pari£b K^t 
yyfiilt^qt be aug(zi^nted by this means, but rather fev^r 
^ i>^SS^^ ^4^ /^^^. \^ ^^f ftreet3. 
. It beu}g {9 ^yery apparent that in moft of the pari/b^s 
iOff^tbefe ci|;iic^^^thp iportality of fucb iiifants isexceidbi^^lf 
grievous it follows that fome remedy is abfolutily nec^ffaty'm- 
.an4 ^b>$ ^i^/^^l^ b?9 ^ ^^. g^^^ queftion before us. 
jizffY that parifi^ which will take the lead, before any 
coerfive^wer take3 plii,ce, which they may be obliged 
to comply with afterward^ ! 

. Whatever infants may be fent to t^e Hofpi^^I, the 
parifh. officef mjift.ppnvey them with due fpeed and 
great cafe, ei^b^r. by the. bands of the perfons who ap- 
ply to them, .or by truftyjpe^fons. whom, they (hall ^- 
point for that purpofe ; apd thefe mull carry with iJiQpi 
^ writing or ordpr fpr admittance into the dpfpital.^ If 
the cbildr.q(i ^rp detained in the workhoufc k» be ppi- 
ioned by noxipt^si.air^ it will not avail to fend them dying 
to the HofpitaK 

^ To fu|>ppfe that the officer will be tempted to: cefufe a 
child, when brought to him, whether illegitimate, ca* 
^ual, or pari(hibner, on the prefumption that as every 
one he receives will have a fair chance of life,, tt»cre- 
. fore he muA jk>w bexrautious bow he embarks the pftrifh 
%n an expence^; this would imply a violation of i|ll 
the rulesof bumanityy and a defiance of ^U law ; and 
as fuch cQDdwS Should not .pafs with impunity^ it can 
fciardly be imagined jit will b^pp^n hereafter* :■'-- 

The 
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The more humtne tnd judidouf the'cffief^, the'inere 
{paMf he will coave7 a child to the HcffpitiaK But H^ 
he « fttbjei^ to be impoTed on^ as 'Well- as -to err in 
jodgmenty he may as readily fubmrt 'to^befiininionedl 
befoFe-'B jttftice of the ptace, whencvecJbe thinks- it 
right and juft to refufe a child offered to hidr; that hr 
Biay giye his reafons for fuch refufal^'iahd' tbeiralfdity 
of fuch reafons be fairly exsAirined into^ ilUI having thtr 
liCeof tbechild »n view» ' '■■ 

Every parent or friend of a chUd wiilitiatfiraUyraKle«: 
v^ CO obuin the advantage which- thc-law^ ^ropofai. , 
Bi^- where no parent nor friend- appears .t>h its behalf^ 
and the officer wants feofe or virtue to accept of a chiMy 
or aiJ^r accepting detains it, h as to be tnfeded by a'- 
workh^ufe air, and- it dies ; tho' this will appear by the- 
n^^/v> as already appointed by law» and'hy-thQ^q/^tf^/W: 
which may be. appointed, it will not bring the cihiU . 
t« life, .■;-'* '/■ : 

As to Uie rfgifiet, already eftabliihed, it can hardly v 
happen to be materially .falfe^ without a fBanifeA intta*- 
Don of injuring a child : whether there fiipuld be any oath . 
giyen or not, as to the truth of it, if we meanOo hate ^ 
any ^account that is effe^alto the, end of Icfiowjng what. 
IS become of the children, they muft he ^continued m- 
the fegi(htr till delivered to parents or friends, dead, 'If 
placed out. ■■ .-.. -.^ 

To prevent all: aSs of parochial tyrannjr^ whkhrlHivdr : 
beeit fometimes prai^fed ;. 'and to guard a iifewheiejthe^'' 
officer -may n<k be oblig^d^ by any^ porifiiJxw now kh 
being, to: take a «hil^> though ia the htiMft jdiftreft^v 
-/■■:.' as 
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ai;4cQ^ed,(ror,iwik^rcm noieg^ tit}e iD:pariih aid ckii^i 
pcovcd^ IbnM^. dbttfe9 n^igfatbe fvovided in fuch cafe$uf 
fittlribtf^tts 'bydnoiimasTS lofe ibe main ofcjed firfiafi)9f* 

2f!j^r«htndcitid 01 -M^-^ :"f-^^ '. ■;.• ^- '■^'.•?- ■• . < ■. ^ -• -.:;.-r 
v7^riie^>HofpitahA(;4olidt mit^ $>e jcept^^ mar^ihal'- obJ-'^ 
Itiitms^i mthTisilbboptrBSi diftind, aecprrS^g ta if JtMulk'^ 
to be annexed^ viz. The date whenvtcceived---the«N*^.-iij^ 
tbebsmivi'rHnvlinfiltlvB 6bild was^bom or tdcei^^du^^he'i^^ 
putfdtnr real a^CH^^^dira placed' out in ahy nufft^s ksinAi ' 
bj^ die &fpital<^4«^h^ itxme and {Jace of abode^^h^^ 
v?:6ekly wage8{ fiw^ nurfing — und^ whofe infpfididif hif 
the coimtry^tbe^ litfme of tb^ parel^lSyp if legA!in«^it^^-J 
their phce:^iA)^e4-^if father or niother dead^^or^Kbli^^.^'* 
M ewW^prfttctilkrt bditg entered In a propCT«ook;*oi* 
bii^fej td*bcikep€bythc gOv^rnoirsr'df tli^HdpJtSiti ffefeh^' 
book or books, or true copies thereof, to be dcett**tf • 
gopd^artd'tega! evlitehctf ihtcfdrfs df l»)*^3i«d'i^ft^. ^^ 
* l^e' <!hildr(eif to be iMiiil^^ed aiid ^^li^^ed/^nd^^ 
pld6ed put as appt«nt!cbror'6therWif<$^dii^fi^^of,' (t^ > 
fuckumannerjH the HofpitUi (halt'dtredt^ and b€ ftfbje^ : 
to biA tvim;^ ordefi an# regulations^ a^* the oth<Kr cbildtm '■ -' 
edwcated by.the-Hcrfpiial are fubjttft tbi ^' - r 

4^t;theUimft"^of ithe apprenticeflijp, iifpotiij x^'tieseth^.' 
of any child, a certificate thereof to be fent to che'pa^H; 
rifc^oAcers erf* the parifli td which fuch^child did belong, 
iWikhat^hejparents mayrjbeinformed tberoc/ if Mfaired; ^^<< 
NoA^Iegitimatcti or: other child fur cbfldrctt whateveritH'^ 
wlthintthe bttbof mbrtalit]r^^tarbe.deUvefed tt^thfe G^^o 
tk. Yernbrs 
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vernors of the Hofpitaly againft the canlent of putntn : 
but in cafes wherein the parents are not of fufficieot 
ability to mainuin fuch children^ and will not ddiver 
them up to be fent to the fald Hofpital^ it may be lawful 
for any one or more of his MsyellyV Juftices of the 
Peace, who have authority to a& in the refpefUve pt- 
riih to which fuch children belong, to make fuch order 
for a weekly allowance, for the relief of fuch parents 
and children, as he iball judge necefiary ^ and if in 
cafe any parilh fhall think themfelves aggrieved by any 
fuch order, it may be lawful for fuch parifh to appeal to 
the next quarter feflion^ whofc order thereupon may be 
final. 

. The fum agreed to be paid for the nuiintenanoe and 
education of fuch parifli children as (hall bQjEXiaintained 
by the Hofpital, to be paid by the parifh officers of the 
parifh to which the children belong, out of the poor's 
fates of fuch parifh, whether it be from the time; of the 
reception of each fuch child, till the time of its deadi or 
difcharge, or upon the general and more pra&icable plab 
which I have recommended to you. 

In cafe any fum or fums of money diredecf to be paidi 
fhall not be paid to the perfon or perfons who are autho- 
rifed by the Hofpital to receive the fame ; it may be 
lawful for any one of his Majefty's Juflices of the Peace 
for the county of Middlefex or Surry refpefiively, to 
fummon the officer or officers who refufe or negled 
fuch payment, and to order immediate paynient to be 
made of fo much as fhall appear to him to be due, ta> 
gethcr with fuch reafonable cod and charges as th/t Qof- 

pital 
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gica. 

ff, 'after fiicfh drdcr^ ht ifeftifts^or ncglcfts- to obey 
the fenie, ^the fum direaed to be paid by it, (houM be 
irefcovcred by Biffireft and fa!c of the goodb of the officer 
6!leiidifl^, ^gethef i^ith the coft of the diftrcfs. 

It wiB giiatly ftcilit^ie the execution of any pBan bf 
d)ts kind, to \fMe tte number of pariibes «;j/^ «b 
'^aUs Ol^Londdn to their 6wn fole direaion : firft^ bc^- 
catife they are ib numerous, and hare fo few children^ 
mi feeondly, bccaiife It tiiay be more agfceable to «h«i 
|>arties moft intcreftedj to be left to themfclvei; their 
regiftcrs will ftill ftand In full force, and free for any ift- 
fpeftion. A third part of Acfe pariflies, in 1765, had 
ho chfldrcrt, and in general they are farmed out. But 
can a mailer of a workhoafe in the cotintry, or en^- 
tons of London, with many old arid decrepid," Izzy or 
' Worthlefs people about him, confiflchtly take the charge 
trf if^nts alfo ? And if he is to provide proper fiurfes ^ 
why not the parilh officers themfelres, who will pro- 
bably do it more effeftually f ' 

The eyes of the world will hereafter b* more opcfi j 

• and I hope what the bofpitalwill perfonft, will give fidi 
u. fanSion to the deed, &« that all the powers cfi darftnefs 
will not be able to prevail againft it. 

Let us fappofc that after fiich experience and (b many 
" eSbns not rightly digcfted^ every par^ ojfter, every 
'" rndtty far from ehdevcfring to litigate and obftroc^, afe if 

• thexramage of infthts were a paftime, will tjfnthc con- 
"Iniy cbearfully concur in promoting any reafonable plan 

Gg of 
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of tbis kind. Let us fuppoft that it will be fo till wc 
fie the contrary. 

TboTe pariflies wbkb have particular ads in their 
favor, and defire to retain the dire^oa of their chi}« 
dren, and give proof that they catk and wiU take care 
of them, as they may plead a be(ter title to the powtr 
and ability of doing it, they may be indulged the more : 
but alas I it is not in the nature of tbiqgs to be expected 
tl>ey will either begin, or continue, to a^ . the fame 
tender part as the Governors of the Hofpital have done : 
and to plead a particular right to do mifchief, and create 
to themfelves much trouble, can never avail them. 
Therefore, Sir, I hope they will fwim with the tide, and 
with leading profpcrous ga]e« 

When the nature of the grievance is remembered, 
being no lefs than life and deaths and that it hath 
long prevailed amongft us : that parifh officers are a 
ilu<3:uating body, and that there is no fecurity of their 
continuing fteady in any purfuit: -^that they may d^ 
Tight to-day, and wrong to-morrow; and are now in a 
habit of wrong : in this view it is to b^ wi/hed that all 
the pari(hes within the bills of mortality ihould fend all 
their infant poor to the Hofpital to be nurfcd. Tlie 
education of them to be alfo under the dircdion of the 
Governors. 

The children being again fcnt by thp Hofpital to the 

moft wholefome parts of the country, and to the fccne* 

where agriculture flourifhes j or where, by means of the 

increafe of inhabitants, it. may be made to flouriih, i? 

•-, : , ... « ...„....■• muft 
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ihuft ibe beneficial to us. The charge wilt ndt fekceeJ 
a certain fum, whether the child dies, or is placed our. 

If tliefepfarifti children fo prepkr^d (houWj^ in procefs 
of time, thii^k fit to vifit tKeir native city, they will be 
ts free a^ other ftibj^s, and may recruit London ; and 
if, ihftead bfthdr infent bones being configned to^^ 
charrief-houfe heire, they bring their children's chHdren 
ivith thcrtf, fb miith greater glory will tbofcparilh ofiiceA 
acquire! wh6 further ahd promote the plan before us; *^ 

Thei^fore,' If tfe Governors VLttd Guardians rf ^^x- 
pofed and defertW "jroung children are cmporwered to 
receive fuch infants as the refpeftive pariihes (haH 'knh 
to them upon certain terms, it muftbe confidcred as^a 
humane, politic and patriotic meafure. 

If any parifti, as I have fuppbfed, fhould defire to be 
exempted, as htving a particular aft of parliament in 
their favor, or for any other particular good reafon, the 
great out-line of their duty fhould; notwithftanding, b^ 
marked out to them, otherwife they may foon unhing^ 
their own prefent good defign ; viz. ' 

1. They (hould fend all their children to nurfe in the 
emntry^ and to a diftance not left than e<!ft miles frotli 
thcfe cities. ■ 

2. They (hould not pay lefs for iHirfihg than i s. 6 (S 
per week, exclufive of clothes and other charges. 

3. They fliould provide sit leaft "30*1. a year ni ore 
for cioathing and other con tfng^cie^. ' ' ' ' ' 

4. They Ihould give the nurfe a "prertiium of 10 s. ok 
each'child'alive after the firil fix mbritKj5,'*ii?nd '5sVe\rer3r 
year afterwards, that the child is living ; it being fup- 

G g a pofcd 
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]pofcd that if the nurfe be not a good one, flie will be- 
changed. 

5, There fliould be a nunihcr of rcfpcaable perfons, 
under the title of Parochial Infp^^ersy fome whereof to be 
phyficlans or furgcons, to belong to the veftry; the whole, 
if not appointed by parliament, to be chofen froni among 
the elders of the parifh, with power to fupcrvife and re-r * 
prefent any defect they may obferve in the quality or 
conduft of the nuffes ; and jn cafe their rcprcfentation? 
are neg!e£led by the overfcer§ or officers, to lay the fame 
before the. QuartepSeffioiis;' certain fines, aiid penalties 
to be infliftcd in cafe of fuch negleft as (hall be thought 
reprehcnfible. 

This will introduce fuch an awe and difcipline as 
will be a fufficient fecurity to the public, that none of 
it« children be ill treated, or their natural privilegei 
violated. -• 

If it were thought expedient to include all the pariihes 
in queftion under one common injunftion; from a diffi- 
culty of feparating them, though fome inconvenienceil 
(hould attend it, this will furely be far preferable tq 
leaving the buCnefs in the courfe it now is ; and it iy 
very much to be queftioned, whatever may be done for 
a year or two, if upon a medium of the faving of tie 
bcft parifhcs, any fuch proportion as a third, or even.^^ 
Cxtb 'part of the infants they receive. Will be reared' 
under their direftion, who have fo many adulu to regulate^ 
and arc fo unaccuftomed to rear children. 

In every cafe, much will depend on the cand<ir'of the* 

thepfficers in judging of what is beft for the children 

5 and 
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^ad tbeif knowledge, zeal, and difmterefted btbayior 
in the executive part even of receiving and conveying 
chiUw^.tf^. tte JEJpfpital, without which the bulineft 
cgnnot be jrendere4 tomplcte. Whether the injunSioij 
be general or lioEuted;. I hope that will be done whic^ 
Ihall appear mofl;- adyifeable to the wifdom of the Legif- 
laturc; and that. Mfe ftall not forget that we are ac- 
countable, to. Cr^^ as well as irtan. 
-.;.). c,, ~:nr I am, yours, gfc, J. H. 
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JUmofh^m Cburcir fFurdtui ^H^Omfiersi and 4 food F,0r\fi^, 
Officer dtfiribtd* 

L E T T E R LIU. 

IT is a deplorable fltuatton for a man to diftruft the 
integrity of his fervants every moment that his life 
is in their power. The laws of the land have appointed 
parifli officer? to aft, in one refpeft, in the higheft part of 
government^ namely, the immediate care and preferva- 
tjon of the live§ of certain fubjejas, who are totally at 
their mercy, and cannot complain of any outrage or in- 
jurious conduft towards them, let it be ever fo extra- 
vagantly cruelr This Jaw fuppofes that no man wiff 
Ji^ure anpther, uqder the fanftion of fecrefy, where no 
benefit or* a very inconfiderable advantage can accrue :, 
and as the officer is eledive annually, it alfo fuppofes 
that where a defe6^ is fpund, it will be guarded a^ainft. 
But if the fa<3: iSj, ^hat inconfiderabje as this benefit niay 
}?e. jthe juf^ice Jue to the poor is violated in th? per- 

fons 
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fons ^f young children ; and notwitbftanding fuch vicy- 
htiou the eledlion continues to be made of Ibch per«- 
fons as walk in the fame path, unlefs fome fttperior aa«- 
thority interferes, there can be m reliefs ^nd uoder the 
fanction of law the moft atrocious crimes will be 
jpradlifed with impunity. 

It was fome time fince recommended to pariftumurs ia 
a public manner, to confider ferioufiy.to whom they 
delegated their power. The foundation of it iras not 
merely on account of infants, but in regard to the 
keepitig the power in the hands of a JtattSj and their 
general management. It comes moft home to us where 
the objefts are moft entitled to commiferation. The 
icveral points recommended were, 

** I. That the reputable houfe-keepers in general, 
0.1 evpry parifli, make it a point on the election day, 
to give an early and punSual attendance at church at 
the time appointed, or rather before, to conrerfe toge- 
ther, and look round among themfelves, for a proper (et 
of ofEcers. Such a numerous and refpe£lable appear- 
ance of difinteiefted gentlemen, will check and over- 
awe the Junto, and prepare the way for a regular, caitti| 
and foitunate eleftion, 

2. Mark well, which way the drunken intcreft points, 
(for they cannot hide themfelves) and all unite to op- 
pofc an ele£lion whjch has been previoufly and dandef- 
tinely carried over your beads^ 

3. Let this oppofjtion be general to all the officers 
of their propofmg, that are known to herd With them. 
You muft break the combination at' once, by ^hufing 

a whole 



ftwhokifi^ idf 4)flkdf!i, whofe hatuis are dean; an'dtt)^ 
tally free of aft ^Conne£lion with the cabal. Wittioiit 
this all ifiltbe^in Vain.' If you could chuft two or 
ihrcc: angelft tQ\lcrv€ with a remnant of the bid fori, 
thcyiiOuiiiab/iflrve-you ? they might plague themfelves^ 
but the benefit arifing to the public would be vcfy ini^ 
fcxc^Aji)lv,^$aii> ^J mii& either run with the impUre 
Cui'Fent^ Oi? be aC( open variance and enmity; -^m ' 

j 4.. Above^^ltotbiflgSi guard againft men who are 
kliown tQ^be\o£ arbitrary principles, who have flieWtt 
themfchfcrcage^ to df^agosn farijbioners into p£rm£ioius mea^ 
fiiK4hi h ^f kvxm$\<!f^ the- law^ mther than ^nfuk the body. 
i8f*>^^(^*«««^/.»A,th© confequences of chufing them muft 
be lafting and fatal. . . - i - 

^. ^..Striri? to cbufe men of congruent printiples, and 
li)^al ways of thinking, who will glory in feach otheri 
CQiBi^ny to ui^ite.their joint efforts to ferv^ the public. 

6, ir fortunate enough to make a delicate, judicious' 
cbidtceof.mei), whom you can coilfide in^ apply to the? 
gentlemen elcc^d, to inform them, that the parilh ioti 
no^want their money, but flands in need of their fer- 
vict ; that it is- not meant as a trap to catch fines, but 
to engage men of honor and ability In the fti^ice of 
l;he public*. 

^7th, and laflly. Though I recommend a fpirited, vf- 
gorou$ oppofitidn, to the preconcerted liitfafur^s of ah over-- 
bearing party, yet I would equally rfecbtiimend modera- 
tion,: good humor, and a calm temper, as the fureft means 
of compaffing the defirablc end abovementioned."— The 
writer then goes, on i - 

:.'■ " As 
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^ As I may tlot> probably, have Uifufc tb tddreA the 
public on this fubjeit before the critical <lay be overi 
which will determine the fate of parifhes for the enfuing 
year, I will conclude with my hearty and (incere wifhes 
for fuccefs to all honeft intentions, and laudaUe ende-» 
Tors, that all things may be /done decently and in order, 
and for the beft purpofes of promoting peate wad tran- 
quility on the moft fure and permanent foundation,-- 
truth, honefty, virtue and public fplrit,* 

Is not this good advice ? But I want tCf know how 
to proceed in cafes of a difcovery of fads, whereby a 
young fellow-fubje£t is materially injured by a parilh 
officer, and what the duty of fuch officer h. At length 
I find Dean Prideaux's Dirc<aions to Church«wardeils, 
for the faithful Difchargc of their Office, coitiprifed in 
132 pages in twelves^ wrote in 1692, and reprinted in 
1730, then fold by R. Knaplock, at the Bifhop's Head, 
St. Paul's Church-yard, and J* Tonfon, at Shakefpcar's 
Head, ovcr-againft Kathcrine-ftreet, in the Strand. This 
little book contains a vaft variety of matter, of which 
the following are the heads : 

/Vbfenters from Church. Bread and Wine at the 

Accounts. Comm unions 

ASt of Toleration. Burglary. 

. Alehoufes and Taverns. Burials. 

Baptifms, Diffenting. — — What Fcca due for 

Behavior in the Church. Burials. 

Bells. Chaiicels. 

Boundaries of Pariflics. — — * No Addition to be 

made 



. tiu^e. to .them, without -<- 
. tbe Farfoci> C^oofent* 

^ . To brcs^ jpto th^m — 
,. by Nigbt isL Burgkry. 
Church^.. . — 

Qburcbc^ ^lA^C^urcb-yards 
*T— * To be jiBpawd by the — 

ParUhioners. 
—— How that Charge came 

upon the PariihiDuers. "^ 
■ »■■> ■■ To be irepaiied by the 

Church- wardens jsit.^^he — 

ParUhioners £xpence. 
Church J^^qpds. r^ ^ 

Church. Ifan^s..'. 
Church Rates. ; . 

Church-wardens. /^ 

p ■» ■» To bedirc^aed in their 

Preientpieat. — 

i>i» ■ Not -to be vexed with 

Law Suits* 
— - When and by whom — 

to be chofen. 
— — Who excufed from — 

ferving as Church-wftf. 

dens. ^ 

— — None to be cbOjTen 

but Inhabitants. — 

— When chofen muftbc 

fworn. 

Hh 



—-And till tbejAare fWorit, 
c^flnot legally ^£t 

— ^ofl be fworn as of- 
ten as they are chofen> 
— - Ought not to be con* 
tinucd above a Year, 

— • If they fcriiple tbe 
Oath, they may have De- 
puties* 

•— The Qualifications of 
a Deputy^ 

— The Oath that they 
take. 

— A Writ to be obtained 
to command ^befwearing 
of them. 

■-T- Wh^t they. are to do 

as foon 9s they are fworn. 

— ^ Have no Authority to 

deface any thing in the 

Church. 

— Muft always aft joint- 

\j. 

■— What they are to do at 
going out of their Office* 

— How tUcy are to de- 
liver up their Accounts. 

— In what Cafes and by 
whom to be called to 
After-accounts. 

Art 
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. Arc liable to be called are made, they become the 



to account by Common 

Lavir. 
Church-yard." 
Communion, Abfenters. 



Charge of the CJhurcih- 
wardens. 
— — And if ncccflaury, may 
be reftored again. 



Confolidations of Churches — — But, li^hot neceflary, 



bounties. 

Curates. 

Cuftom or Prefcription. 

Damages. 

Dilapidations. 

i3iocefan Synods. 

Difturbers of Divine Service. 

l^onatioiis. 

Fabric and Utenfils of the 
Church. 

— — May be repaired at the 

' Difcfetion of the Church- 
wardens. 

— But nothing new to 
be added, without the 
Confent of the Parifli. 

■ ■ ■ Nor in fome Cafes 
without the Confent of 
the Ordinary. 
« Nor in the Chancel 
without the Confent of 
theParfon. 
•**<- But when Additions 



not after 40 Years Dif^ 
nfe. 

Gates, Stile^^ and Church- 
ways. 

' ■ who ifiiay nave pri- 
vate iGates* and Ways 
thro' the Church-yard. ' 

Glebes and Tythcs. 

Goods of the Church, 

Ifles in Churches.* 

Lands. 

'' — '— When given for the 
Repair of the Church. 

— — Invefted in the Mi- 
nifters and Church- war- 
dens. 

Legacies. 

Lord*s-day. 

Minifters. 

Not boupd to perfbrna 
full Service. 

Monuments. 

Ordinary. 

Out- 



0^t- fetters. „ , , , 
Ovcrfcers ojF the Poor, 
— ~ How others qimc to 

be appointed* 
What Share Church- 

wardens ha^ve in that 

Office,* 
Parifh Boundaries. 
-T—' Anciently under the 

Jurifdidlion of the Bifhop. 
How they cam^e under 

the Cognizance of Com- 
mon Law. 
— — How to be preferved. 
Parifh Meetings or Veftriei, 
Parifh Rates. 
Pews. 
Prefentments. 

When and bow often 

-to be made. 
To be made upon 

common Fame. 
The Church-wardens 

may be compelled to them 

by Force. 
— — Are to be admonifhed 

and inflru£ied in them 

by the Minider. 
— — *And by any ParUbioner 
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th4t,. knows any thing 



amif^. 
•— — But groundlefs Qa- 

lumnics and Slandj^rsnot 

to be rci^dpd. 
Quakers, 

Rails at the Altar, 
Rates (for the Church ai^d 

Parifh) not, to be lai^ 

upon Glebes andTytl^es^ 

except they belong to 

another Parifh. 

Nor vpon thofe that iq 

not pay to the Poor's Rate* 
——Nor upon any Pepfoq 

for I/and or Stock out of 

> 

the Parifh. 

— - — To be laid either upon 
Land or Stock. 

-^»— To be laid upon Oc- 
cupiers of Houfes ox 
Lands. 

— What Redrefs to be 
Had by thofe that are ag- 
grieved. 

— — By whom to be made 
and confirmed. 

-In what Cafes they may 

be made and gathered. ' 



Hh 2 



-WBei! 



among the. poor but the rich ^o» foi;, this |purpofe,lhey 
fhould be as much as poffible independant meii, and yet 
know how to pay a proper deference to others equally 
jnterefted with themfelves in the event of their condu(9, 
and fometimes much fuperior in knowledge and expe- 
rience. 

To encounter the mod inveterate h^Uts^ and combat . 
with cuftqm grown formidable by itppu^ity an4 Jen^h 
of time, is a very arduous enterprize^^.but^the more 
glorious will , be the fuccefs. Whatever, ^^fferegce la 
ientiment may arife, we are fure that infatas cannot 
provoke to anger or refentment i. an^ if (lie contei^ is 
who fhall do moft to preferve them^ it wUljbe moft ¥?or- 
thy of us all. r 

What a glorious opportunity will many now^bavc to 
wipe off all ftains by a candid fubmiffioA. txx jeafonablc 
terms. Much will depend on the •candor .of^tbe officers 
who may be called upon ; and if a remedy is wanting, 
what it ou^t to be» and how to.m^k&'it.pern^an^ot. 
The obje&& themfelves cannot plead fpr juftice or mer- 
cy, therefore the greater will be the generofity of thqfe 
who plead for them. And when are. wip to (how our 
virtue, hut wh^ the occaiion calk for it I Provjbdence 
is indulgent to us. all, in proportion tp the .opportunities 
of cxercifing our. humanity. The glory of. ^iiofi^ 
nature is a rational exercile of it. In this view the 
parifh officer is one of the happieft of mankind. He 
is called upon every, hour to do fomp^caevolent a&ion; 
at the fame time that he is circumfpefi| aa knowing how 
fubjedl his humanity is to be abufcd. ' ^ "* 

' 5 '.^'',\ "'*'■" Were 
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: Were it fcrioiifly confidlerc4 that amidft the changi^ 
and viciflitudes oJF human life, your own children may 
Jbecome an obje^ of the parochial charity^ without any 
fault of yours, and that our forefathers wifely and 
pibiifly meant to provide for fuch events, that no mem- 
ber of the conunonwealth fiiould perifh, whilft there re* 
inaihed any mtanis io preferve them; by reftoring the 
jbimianity and goO(l policy originally intended, we (hall 
in faiS; i)ring things home to our owti breaft, our own 
cfcildri^. Infants yet unborn will blefs thofe who leii^ 
z hand or heart to accomplifli this work. 

loobies and gentlemen^ every man who has any pro- 
perty, when te'is rightly informed, will he attentive to 
the objed. The bills of mortality unhappily contain 
an eigfath'or ainiH part of the p6ople pf England and 
Wales'; amf tfee*''gfeatcr number of pe6pli arc aflcm-' 
bled,"die morertitrinerous will be the ob}e«£ls of our pre- 
feht attention. * 

-No -event ih<Aild change the fixt intrepid purpofe of 
your mind to do ydur' beft, as an inifrument in the 
prefervation of the nobleft part of the work of God, 
your own integrity' moft enoblingyou. You will then 
underftand the force of that defcription which our favo- 
rite poet bath given tis of the benevolent man (^7). 
And what mism oi fentiment going into office in a pa- 

rilh, 

i 1 ■ •» ,. ■ ■. ■ .. 

(a) ** Friend, Par en t^ Neighbor, firfl it will embrace, . 

*« His Cobmiy ncxt^ and next all Human Race. 
V .. ^* Wide and 0Bliv^e» th\ o'erflowiogt of his mind 

•* Takes every creature in, of every kind. 

** Earth fmiles around, with boundlefs bounty bleft, 
^ - ' '< And Heaven beholds Its. image in bit breaft. 
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rifhj and looking back on what has paft, arill entntaui 
a wiOi, that be may be left to zA juft as he plcafa, 
when he fees many who went before bim were very 
negligent or cruel, and apprehends that many uriio will 
come after him will be the fame. Is it not diea noft 
agreeable to reafon to fuppofe he (hould be one of the firft 
Co ftcp forth, and if he (poke all his mind, declare to this 
effe& : ^' I will myfelf folicit for ^ law, whereby I maj 
proceed on a regular plan, Aich as to all human appear* 
ance will prefervi the infant poor, not fuch as will difircjf 
them. No paultry confideration of power to do ffiif- 
chief, ihall induce me to oppofe a regulation wbidi (hali 
on the face of it appear falutary, and againft whidi 
there can be no folid objection. If it fiiouldjcmte any 
additional expence to the parifb, 9^ fluce - of' fudi ex- 
pence can be but fmall ; and if whilft I am appointed 
a guardian to the lives of thefe poor infants, to be fup- 
ported by the parifh money, I as parifliioner aift counter 
to my truft as an officer ; if to fave a trifle ia.my /n- 
vate capacity I violate the moft facred publictxv&t and 
fuifer thefe infants to expire for want ; how ihall I an- 
fwer it to my God, my country, or my own. conCcience. 
•—It is true there are fome emoluments appendaged to 
my office, fuch as a preference in the fale of conunodi- 
dities for the ufe of the poor ; occafional treats when w.e 
meet on parifh bufmefs, and fuch like. If I ftrif^ly dif- 
charge my duty, free from that bias which intereft cre- 
ates, and according to the meaning and intention of the 
laws of my country, perhaps I fhould not be concerned 
in any enK>lipent. But if I fell as good and cheap a 
commodity as any other man, and leave it to a fair in- 

fpedion. 
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ipe<£lioii, t^ioce can be no moral evH in it. But fiiall I^ 
being left to aft as I pleafe, without fear of being called 
to accdunt, facrifice thefe poor infants in order to avoid 
cncreafing the parifh rates^ or left I ihould be challenged^ 
on the general account^ for fuch augmentation I Ac- 
count I mufty to Itiy own hearty and to the Gbd Chat 
made me. I am but poor, and wiih I could find out 
boneft nDeans of mending my condition; but let me 
feriik with honor rather than treipafe on the riglita 
of others, mttch more on tht rights of men much 
poorer than myfelf. And as to liie, the &cred ob- 
je& which the great giver of it guards every hour, by 
fo Widnderful a providence ; fhall I dare to trijte with it, 
ttai plunge myfelf into the guilt of indifference, whe- 
ther a child lives or dies ! If I am confciouS that I with-^ 
hold the means of life,.! muft be confcious too that I 
am inftrumenbd to tbe deaths if death fucceeds.--*! love my 
$vm children : lliall not the fame affeSion lead me t6 
be tender to the children of other men ? I feel myfelf 
but as a party a very minute part of one ftupendbus 
V)bole. Would it not be more glorious for me to di^ for 
Others, than to drag about a mtferable wretched exiftence^^ 
with a confcioufinefs of neglect of duty in fo important 
an inftance !" 

,Tfaus may a good man and a trufty pari(h officer, be 
fuppofed to think, whether he is drawn about by fix 
faorfes, or fells a halfpenny Worth of bread. And that 
every one of them may think fo, and by ading con- 
fiftently do honor to thcmfelves^ is the fmcere wilh 
of Yours, J* Ha 

I i -Amende 
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Amtnimtnt tf BiUs $/ Mortality rtcommeadtifj Mwrcy tou/ Ccm- 
f'ajjkn dut to Children^ as ^atial to tbf Uovi •/ $ur Country^ 
CeM*.ltificm y this Volume, 

LETTER LIV. 

YOU have fccn how fome places {a) excel others (A) 
for health : how great the dim'mi^ion of our num- 
bers are here [c) : and how they encreafe in other places^ 
upoQ a comparifon of births and burials^ . In the mean 
time we are left in the dark how marriages go on ; fa . 
that it is not poilible to form an adequte idea, in the 
bills of mortality, what numbers are born proportioned 
to the number of inhabitants : we only know that; there 
are but ftw marriages, and but few children bom. — We 
alfo difcover that war, commerce, and colonies, take off 
numbers continually, particularly males ; for if, as ap- 
pears, there arc 14 males to 13-^0%^ females born, fo 
many ftiould alfo die j but the contrary appears, for 
I4toV females die to 14 males, the difference being 
near i, we may reckon i ill 14 men migrate from hence 
into the country, or out of the kingdom. 

To come near a certainty, wherein the diminution 
chiefly lies, as to births, burials, and marriages, it \s 
much to be wifhed, that we were all without diftinilion 
entered and regiftered by the company of parifti clerks. 
To this end it was fome years fince propofed, 

I. That all parents of children (in thefe cities) be 
ohjiged to fend notice of the births, within a month after 
they (hall happen, to the clerk of the pariib, or exempt 
wbcfcinfucjil. child is born, 

,\^ ' ' ^ 2. All 

{my Pagetx4. iff) %\u (r) 114. 
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2. All undertakers and other pcrfons to give notice of 
the deaths, '&C. to tKeparifh clerk, or clerk of the exempt 
place, before the'^forpfe be inclofed or removed. 

3. The clerks of exempt places, hofpitals and infir- 
maries, to be ,6l)n^d to fend their account of births and 
deaths, &c. to the clerk of the parifh wherein fituate-; 
or if adjoining to more parifbes than one, then to fucK 
parifii clerk as fhall be appointed thereto by the Lord 
Bifhbp of the diocefe. 

4. The Parifli clerks to fend their weekly note of 
births, and deaths, and alfo marriages, &c. upon Tucf- 
day, as heretof6i*e, to the comnion hall, or forfeit 

for every negleft: 

5. That clerks in orders may appoint a deputy, but 
to be anfwerable for the neglefts of fuch deputy. 

6. To change the day of eleftion for mafter and war- ' 
dens of the company of parifii clerks from Afcenfion 
day to the Monday before Whitfunday ; and to oblige all 
par5fli clerks to be admitted into the company. 

7. To inveft the company with the fole right of 
printing and pubfifliing their bills ; and to fix the price 
of them when fold j and to render the account weekly, 
as heretofore, to his Majefty, and the Lord Mayor of 
London j and to recover twenty pounds damages from 
any other printer or publiflier, but fuch as arc authorifed 
by the company. 

8. The company of parifli clerks to recover the pe- 
nalties and forfeitures, by v«Tirrant of diftrefs under the 
hand and feal of the Lord Mayor, or other Juftices of 
the Peace j and all penalties and forfeitures to be re- 
covered by the mafter or wardens of the company. 

I i !» A re- 
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nKJftaliry, aiiJ prcfcrve thofe who arc fuch imrreJi^ic 
obj<:£ls of the puLUc Icz'c an J piuW'c care, 

AmiJft all our co*itcnticiis and complaints, we arc 
upon the co.Tparifcn wirh many countries, In a happv 
condition : it is entirely our own faults if we do not put 
the flute, in every circirrnftancc, in fo refpccli-.ble a hvszr 
tion, as hiin anly fpcakin:; to have nothing to f.-ar. B :t 
we t ..:i br f.iu-, wc c:in be forniic'aMc, we can be opu- 
!ti;r, only from our rumlcrs of good icIJicrs ar.J frJIcrs 
f.!ar..:fiCt'ir<.rs L'.nd hufo.-.ndrncn. Let us then appl'/oar 
L!:i and humnnir y to their cncrcafe ; and fo far from, 
iuiVw.ing the growth cf mankind to be nipt in the bud 
by c;:rclcfncrs, Ic: uf^. carefully encourage n.arriage, and 
pi ...n.cte the comforts cf life among the laboring purt of 
cjr fellow- fubjcc^?, whenever thty biing children inta 
tuC world ► 

The glory cf the prcfcnt time receives the brightcT 
Juiire from the piety and httmanity of the Sovereign, 
ajid his peculiar tcnderncfn for hie own ofiVpring : hi> 
heart is bent on doing evci y thing that rnay contributa 
to the good of every one. On this foundation alfo we 
may bui}J the Wronger hope, that any ialutary law 
whicii can be devifcd to roufe the common people of 
there cities to a more vigilant fenfc of duty to their chil- 
dren, and particularly parifli officers to preferve the 
children of the public, may at length be fixed on the 
permanent bafxs of true national policy, humanity and 

rc!ij:ion. 

I am, yours, &c. J. H. 

The end of Vol. I. 
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